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Mr. HARRISON. Mr. Chairman, according 
to Uie authority read by my colleague, [Mr. Bixe- 
HAM,}] yesterday, the direct tax provided for in 
the Consutution has been defined by the judicial 
tribunals ef the country; and, according to that 
authority, as | understand it, a direct tax must be 
levied upon lands or per capita, and that all other 
descriptions of property must be taxed under the 
other clause of the Constitution. Now, while I 
am in favor of the objects sought by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Rhode Island, yet I 


cannot vote tor his proposition to the section to |} 


which it is moved. 


But, Mr. Chairman, I take this opportunity of 


saying that I am in favor of so modifying all the 
sections contained in this bill, except those which 
relate to direct taxation, that all descriptions of 
property throughout the land shall be taxed. I 


am in favor of so raising a direct tax that the ag- | 


ricultural interest of the country shall not bear 
more than its just proportion of the tax. In Ohio 


agriculture is the leading interest, and while the | 


yeomanry of that State will sustain to the last 
their proper proportions of the burdens which are 
impose d by this war, they will demand that the 
other great interests of the country shall also bear 
their proper proportion. Let all the great inter- 
ests of the country contribute their just meed to 
support and preserve the Union in this emer- 
rency. 


While I am up, sir, I will say a word in regard | 


to the thirty-ninth section. Ido not think that it 
furnishes the relief which is needed. 1 know that 
it will not, so far as Ohio is concerned, because of 
the provision contained in her constitution, By 
that provision of her constitution, Ohio cannot 
contract a debt beyond $750,000; and by that same 
constitution, every act for raising revenue must 
define specifically the object for which itis raised. 
Do you think a State, which is compelled by her 
constitution to define the tax which she levies, 
and the object for which it is raised, and to raise 
it for that object alone, can constitutionally and 
legally, so as to collect that tax, pass an act for 
raising her proportion of a direct tax, by levying 
any other tax upon her people than that which 
the constitution itself provides? If Congress can- 
not levy a direct tax upon any other description 
of property than land, can a State, exercising the 
same power of taxation, and with the same ob- 
ject in view, levy it upon any other subject of tax- 
ation? It seems to me that the proposition need 


| not for the purpose of making these remarks, but | 


| of the sad depreciation in the value of property 


| mer to cut me off. 





only to be stated to command the respect of every | 


member of the House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My colleague must know 
that the State of Ohio does not exercise the same 
power of taxation. 


and LeuMan were appointed. || 


| reported—ayes 69, noes 25. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- | 


ment is exhausted. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to strike out the last 
word of the amendment. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Anamendmentis not now 
in order, as the amendment to an amendment is 
still pending. 

The question wasthen taken on Mr. Catverr’s 
amendment tothe amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move to insert the words 
**and on bonds, mortgages,and ground rents.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, I agree in the general expres- 


sion which has been had here to-day of an indis- | 


position to enact this bill at the present time into || 
a law of the land. I do not believe that the credit | 


of the country depends upon any spasmodic legis- | 


lation. 
during credit is the consciousness on the part of 
capitalists of the country and abroad that a judi- 
cious bill is being carefully prepared, and the 
assurances given in this House to-day that, when 
such a bill shall come before it, it will be passed. 
Let no man think that I shrink from voting what- 
ever money the Government may require to sus- 
tain itself in the presentexigency. Werel todo 
so, I should sadly misrepresent my constituency. 


I believe, sir, that a surer basis for en- | 


To the last dollar of their resources, and to the | 


last able-bodied son of their households, are they 
pledged to the support of the Union. It was 


not, as has been intimated iserc, protective duties | 


18 





| to no resolution thereon. 


| found truly enrolled the following bills and reso- 


| 
j | 
carefully matured the bill, sothat it applied equally 


| No.7], to provide additional revenues for defray- 
| ing the expenses of Governmentand maintaining 
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ATR 
that made Pennsylvania yield her vote to the Re- Mint to furnish small gold coin, and to provide for 
publican party. ‘No, sir: Itwasherdevotion to || the manufacture or purchase of field signals. 
the Constitution. It was her love of constitutional | An act (H. R. No. 69) to indemnify the States 
liberty. It was her detestation of perjury in high |} for expenses incurred by them in defense of the 
places, and of treason throughout the land—of || United States. : 
treason then not expressed in acts, but which || A resolution (S. No. 9) relative to the exhibi- 
breathed itself upon this floor, and in the halls of || tion of the industry of all nations, to be hold 
southern Legislatures. She is ready to bear her || London in the year 1862. 
full share of the enormous burdens cast upon the MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 
loyal States by the treachery of misguided, ambi- ; vane 
tious, and recklessly dishonest men. Mr. BLAIR, ot Missourt. I desire to make a 

Mr. Chairman, [have moved the amendment || report from_a committee of confereice, 

The report was-read, as follows: 


iden in 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (8S. No.2) to increase the pres 
ent military establishment of the United States, 
met, after a fulland free conference, have agreed to recom 
mend and do recommend to their respective Houses as fol 
lows : 

Thatthe Louse of Representatives recede from its amend 
ments to the bill of the Senate, exeept tion eight, an 
agree thereto with the following amendments 

Page 4, section six, line eight, atter the word ** reduced,’ 
strike out as follows: “in such manner and to such exten 
as Congress may direet;’? and insert in lien thereof, © to 
a number not exceeding twenty-tive thousand meu, unless 
otherwise ordered by Congress.”’ 

Page 5, at the end of section seven, add the following 

** Provided, ‘Thatall the officers of the regular Army who 
have been of may be attached or assigned to duty Cor servi 
in any other regiment or corps, shall resume their positions 
inthe regular Army, and shall be entitled to the same rank 
promotion, and emoluments, as if they had continued to 
serve in their own regiments or corps.”? 

That the Senate recede from its disugreement 
eighth section of the amendment of the Hous 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. thereto. 
The question was taken on Mr. Kettrev’s || ca hue 
amend nt to theamendment;and it was rejected. I] HENRY M. RICE. 
The question then recurred on Mr. Srevens’s | Managers on the part of the Senat. 
amendment. | FRANCIS P. BLAIR, 
Mr. SPAULDING demanded tellers. i R. MALLORY, 


a . | A. B. OLIN, 
l ' Ie rs were ordered ; and Mi ssrs. DI AULDING i} Man mers on the part of the How ct. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The bill was for 
the increase of the military establishment of the 
country. It provided for the addition of eleven 
new regiments to the present military establish 
ment, and the regiments comprised cach twenty 
two or twenty-three hundred men. ‘The House 
amended the Senate bill by striking out all after 
the enacting clause, and inserting a provision foi 
raising eleven regiments of volunteers upon th 
plan suggested by the Secretary of War, and at 
the instance, we supposed, of General Scott. The 

| Senate disagreed to our amendment. Upon acon 
ference we felt constrained, under present cireum 
stances, to recede from the amendments of the 

House, and to allow the Senate bill to pass, with 
|| an amendment, however, providing that the mil- 
itary establishment of the Government shall be 
reduced at the end of the war to a number not ex 
ceeding twenty-five thousand men. ‘Thatamend 
ment has been arreed upon by the managers upan 
the part of the Senate and of the House. Ther 
| duction is to be made, without further legislation 
| upon the part of Congress, at the close of the war. 

Another amendment agreed upon by the com 
mittee of conference is an addition to the seventh 
section of the Senate bill of a part of the seventh 
| section of the House bill, requiring that all the 
| officers of the revular Army who have been or 
may be attached or assigned to duty for service 
i} in any other regiment or corps shail resume their 
positions in the regular Army, and shall be enti- 
tled tothe same rank, promotion, andemoluments, 
as if they had continued to serve in their own regi- 
ments or corps. 

The committee of conference also acreed to the 
eighth section of the amendment of the House, 
which provided that the recruiting of these eleven 
new regiments should be placed in charge of offi- 
cers appointed for theenew regiments from eivil 
|| life; and that, in the mean time, the officers of the 
| regular Army should not be employed in recruit- 
ing, but should be employed actively in the field. 

Such ‘is the substance of the recommendations 
which the committee agreed to present to their 
respective Houses. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether the officers of these eleven regri- 
ments who are not transferred from the rerular 


for the purpose of suggesting a provision that I 
hope will be adopted if this crude bill is to become | 
alaw. Real estate in city and country ought to || 
bear its proper proportion. But, sir, we all know 


hay ug 


in the cities. We know how largely it is incum- | 
bered in many instances, and which, if forced to 
sale to-day, would not pay the incumbrances upon 
it. Yetunder this bill the nominal owner of real 
estate will bear the tax, while he who holds the 
rroundrent, bond, or mortgage, will go scot free. | 
In that case the real owner will pay no tax, bear | 
noburden, while the nominal owner will be ground 
to the earth by his misfortunes. This is one of 
the imperfections in the bill which has oecurred 
tomy mind. Isee the Chairman raising his ham- 


‘ 


to the 


, dnd agree 


The amendment was adopted; the tellers having 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Mr. Chairman, I think, | 
from what I can discover from gentlemen in this 
Tlouse, that there is a general disinclination to | 
pass this bill in its present shape. I move, there- 
fore, that the committee rise, for the purpose of 
recommitting it, with instructions to the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means to report at the next | 
session of Congress a change of the tariff, and, if 
necessary, a matured system of direct taxation 
and excise duty, so that the tax will bear equally 
upon the property and wealth of the country. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not now 
in order. It isin order, however, for the gentle- 
man to move that the committee rise, and then the 
House can take whatever action it pleases. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 move that the commit- 
tee rise. We are wasting time by sitting here | 
considering this bill; for it cannot pass, it ought 
not to pass, in its existing crude condition. In 
1819, our predecessors, in levying a direct tax, 


toall. They imposeda fixed tax uponevery county 
in every State. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
debatable. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 


The motion to rise is not 


the public credit by the assessment and collection | 
of a direct tax and internal duties, and had come 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 


lution; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Anact (H. R. No. 76) to provide for the pay- 
ment of the police organization by the United 
States for the city of Baltimore, and to enable the | 
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continued or are to be removed | 


Army, are to be 


at the end of the war? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The military estab- 
lishment of the Government, with this addition, 
will amount to forty thousand men; but the bill 
requires that the number shall be reduced, at the 
close of the war, to twenty-five thousand men. 
\s a matter of course, some of the officers will 

reured, Butitis provided that such officers 
as have been taken from the recular Army and 

ced over these new regiments, shall] not be re- 
tired, but shall resume their old places in the 


Army, with the rank, promotion, and emoluments 
ihey ‘would have been entitled to had they con- 
tinued in their own regiments during the war. 
The President is en d to disband the regi- 
ments or battalions or companies, in order to re 


duce the Army to anumber notexceeding twenty- | 


five thousand, 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


nomber of officers? 


And 


that will discharge a | 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. As a matter of 
course. | 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I understand the | 


report of the committee of conference proposes to 
agree to the Senate bill, increasing the standing 
Army, asagainst the proposition to increase the 
volunteer force, which wasacted uponand adopted 
by the House. 

“Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. And recommend- 
ed, as ] understand, by Lieutenant General Scott. 
The bill as it passed this body, and as insisted 
upon by the House two or three times, met the 
concurrence of the Lieutenant General. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 did not make that | 
Slatement, | 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I understand that | 
is the fact. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. 
would state his authority. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I have been so 


informed by what I considered good authority— | 
} 
! 


I wish the gentleman 


by those who, I supposed, had knowledge upon 

the subject. But I rose more particularly to ex- 
press the hope that the House would insist upon 
its own bill. L have no doubt that the Senate, if 

. the House insist, will yield to the measure as it | 
passed this body. 1 think the experiment ought 
to be tried again; and for that reason I call for the | 
yeas and nays upon the adoption of the report of | 
the committee, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The statement made | 
by the gentleman from Ohio, as to the Senate’s 

nelding, is not in accordance with the belief of 
<a conmnittee of conference on the part of the 
LLouse. ‘hhe managers upon the part of the House 
were exceedingly reluctant to yield their amend- 
ment, and nothing but what they deemed a press- 
Ing emergency, and certain obligations already | 
entered upon ina partis il execution of the plan of 
the organization of the Army as regulars, would 
have induced them to yield their objections to the 
bill. Istate that in justice te myself and other 
managers, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire toknow, | 
if the gentleman feels at liberty tospeak upon that 
point, Whether the principal embarrassment did 
not arise from the fact that a large number of of- 
ficers has been appointed in advance of the action | 
of the two Houses of Congress; and whether the 
pressure does not come from these appointments? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. So far as I am con- 
cerned, | had no embarrassment upon that head 
at all, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I refer to another 
quarte Ts 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I know nothing as 


to what pressure may have been brought to bear 
upon other quarters. I speak for myself, and 
other gentlemen can speak for themselves. 

I yielded my convictions upon that subject, but 
only after L_had obtained the concurrence of the 
managers upon the part of the Senate to an | 
amendment reducing the. number to twenty-five 
thousand after thé war. I would not have yielded 
my convictions under any other circumstances. | 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire to ask | 
the committee if there is any provision for retir- | 
ing the brigade, field, and staff officers of that | 
portion of the Army that is not to be reduced at 
the expiration of the war, or whether, when the 
war shall have closed, we shall have upon our 
hands an army of brigadier generals and staff | 


| tion yesterday,and I understood the Chair to de- 
| 
} 


ik in what way I can get at what I desire. 


pllaers sufficient in ieatieie's to ‘ooneind the en- 
tire volunteer corps?) What I desire to know is, 
whether, after we have retired the soldiers, we 
are to have an army of officers, almost equal to 
the number of soldiers, quartered upon the Gov- 
ernment, and receiving their pay, when we have 
nothing for the® to do? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman knows as well as I do, and I suppose 
every gentleman upon this floor knows, that all 
these brigadier generals and major geuerals who 
have been appointed to command the volunteer 
army will be reduced at the end of the three years’ 
term of enlistment, which is the longest term for 
which they can serve without further action by 
Congress. Astothe additions made of brigadier 
and major generals, and their staffs, by this bill, 
they will have to be provided for by ‘additional 
le wislation. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 


attention; and now I understand that there is no 
law retiring that class of officers. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. None at all. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. That is all I 
desired to know. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. .I move the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question being on agreeing to the, report 
of the committee of conference, 

Mr. HHIOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BURNETT called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. NOBLE called for tellers on the question. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
agreed to—ayes 81, noes 22. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the report of the committee of 
conference was agreed to; and also moved to lay 
| the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 

INCREASED REVENUE BILL. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I move to discharge the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further consideration of House bill No. 





of Ways and Means, with instructions that they 
shall at the next session mature a revenue t tariff, 
and, if necessary to impose direct taxation or 
| excise, prepare a bill that shall impose the tax 
thus to be imposed upon the country upon some 
principle of perfect equality, so that the wealth of 
the nation shall be reached. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the re- 
ception of the gentleman’s motion? 

Mr. RIDDLE. I object. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Have I not a right to 
make the motion to discharge the committee? 

TheSPEAKER. TheChair thinks it can only 
be done by unanimousconsent. There is no rule 
of the House under which it can be done, and a 


Monday. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I had supposed it was in 
order to move to discharge a committee at any 
time. The billis in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, as I understand it. 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Have I not a right to 
move to discharge that committee from its further 
consideration? 


Mr. VALLANDI 


GHAM. 


I raised that ques- 


cide that such a motion was in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Kentueky that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union did not 
direct their Chairman to report the bill to the 
House. It is not before the House, and nothing 
being before the House to which his thotion 
would apply, the Chair does not see how it could 
be in order 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I hope that gentlemen who 

] may be opposed to me will let us have an oppor- 
|| tunity of testing this question at énce, and then 
| we can get ready and go home. I do not know 
I did 
understand the rules of the House once, but they 


That is the very | 
| point to which I wished to call the gentleman’s 


71; and that it be recommitted to the Committee | 


motion to suspend the rules is only in order on | 





oom eee SAT 
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| have got so coakplivets d that } iat ss | ie not 
understand them now. 


Mr. COX moved that the House adjourn. 
The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 
ARMORED SHIPS. 


On motionof Mr. SEDG WICK, by unanimous 


consent, Senate bill No. 36, to provide for the 
construction of one or more armored ships and 
floating batteries, and for other 


purposes, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table. 
Mr.SEDGWICK moved that the House insist 


on its amendments to said bill disagreed to by the 
Senate, and ask a conference on the disagree; ing 


| yotes of the two Houses. 








Mr. McCLERNAND. I move that the House 
recede from itsamendments. | understand that 
they relate to a battery which has been in the 
dock for a number of years, and which it is now 
sought to revive,as the subject of an expenditure 
of over a million dollars. 

Mr. McCuiernanp’s motion was disarreed to 

Mr. Sepewick’s motion was then agreed to. 


PAY OF THE CHAPLAIN. 


Mr.COX. I ask leave to offer the foliowing 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Chaplain of this House be paid for 
this session of Congress at the same rate per month as he 
received at the last session. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will not object to the res- 
olution, but | am opposed to paying any Chaplain. 

The resolution was adopted. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, (at 
five minutes to four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 26, 1861. 


Prayer by Rev. Wiiitam Ives Buppinerton, 
of Brooklyn, New York. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr: HARLAN presented the remonstrance of 


the preémptors of Rock Island, Hlinois, against 
the establishmett of an armory thereon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 


I beg to present the me- 


morial of the Mayorand the Common Council of 


the city of Baltimore, complaining of certain griev- 


ances arising from the military oce upation of that 
city. They set forth their grievances at length in 
this memorial; and, in their de ‘fense, they sti ute 


that the State of Maryland has been and 1s sub- 
ject to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and that her citizens are of right entitled 
to the protection of that Constitution and of those 
laws; that the civil authorities of that city have 
heretofore rendered, and do now render, fitting 
obedience to the requirements of both; and they 
earnestly ask, as a matter of right, that their city 
may be governed according to the Constitution 
and laws of the United States and of the State of 
Maryland. They demand, as a matter of right, 
that citizens may be secure in their persons 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreason: able 
se arches and seizures, and that they be not de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law. They demand, as a matter of 
right, that the military render obedience to the 
civil authority; that our municipal laws be re- 
spected; that ‘officers be released from imprison- 
ment, and restored to the lawful exercise of their 
functions; and that the police force established by 
law be no longer impeded by armed force, to the 
injury of peace and order in that city. I move 
that the memorial be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILL INTRODUCED 
Mr. TEN EYCK, in pursuance of previous 


notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 50) to establish a national armory at 
Trenton, in the State of New Jersey; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
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more than one team for each hundred feet; the 


it 

i n j ‘ yr » ' ) “= ; meer »} le 7 s » - € 

No.74) to increase the consular representation of \| nounced by engineers incapable of supporting 
i 


the United States during the present insurrection, 
reported it without amendment, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill { H.R. No 
55) supplementary to an act entitled **An act to 
protect the commerce of the United States, and 
punish the crime of piracy,” at re it without 
amendment, with a recommendation that it do 


} 
| 
| 


188. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
33) to suppress insurrection and sedition, and for 
other purposes, feported it with an amendment, 

METROPOLITAN POLICE. 

Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom the subject was 
referred, reported a bill (S. No. 49) to create a 
metropolitaa police district of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and to establish a police therefor; which 
was read twice by its ttle. 

Mr. GRIMES. This is a bill of very great 
importance to the people of the District, and to 
the country atlarge at the present time. Itis con- 
sidered by the committee that it is necessary that 
it should be passed at an early day. I therefore | 
ask that it may be made the special order for to- | 
morrow at one o’clock, if there be no objection. 

| 
! 
| 
} 
' 





The motion was agreed to. 
STEAMER ESTELLA. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill(H. R. No. 
73) to authorize the issue of a register to the 
steamer Estella, have directed me to report it back | 
with a recommendation that it do pass. As it is 
a very small matter, [ ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to put it on its passage now. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 
73) to authorize the issue of a register to the | 
steamer Estella was considered as in Committee || 
ofthe Whole. It proposes to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to issue a register to the | 
steamer Estella, in accordance with existing laws, | 
excepung only that provision of law requiring the 
vessel to have been built in the United States. 

| 
} 
| 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


POTOMAC BRIDGE. 
Mr. GRIMES. There is a bill on the table 


providing for the building of a bridge across the 
Potomac river, which I move be taken up. 

Mr. HALE. lonly want to say that that has 
been a matter which has been before Congress | 
ever since [ have been a member here. It is a | 
matter in which the people of Georgetown feel a 
very deep interest. They have been frequently 
heard betore the committees of this body and of 
the other House; and I do not think it should be 
taken up and passed at this time, without an op- 
portunity being allowed to the city of George- 
town to be heard upon it. I do not know that 
there is any immediate necessity for it. 

Mr. GRIMES. There is a very pressing and 
immediate necessity for the reconstruction of the 
old’ bridge, or for the construction of a new one 
from some other part of the city, across the river. 
The Senator is anxious to know the reasons, 
which [ am going to assign, why the Senate | 
should act on it now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
will suspend his remarks until the Senate shall 
come to order. Conversation is so prevalent and 
so loud that it is impracticable to proceed with the 
business of the Senate, and the business will be 
suspended until order is restored. 

Mr. GRIMES. I am extremely anxious that 
the Senator from New Hampshire should hear 
the reasons 1 am about to assign why we should 
pass.this bill at this time. It grows out of the | 
fact That we have a large army on the other side | 
of the river, and a considerable sized army on 
this side, that are compelled to use (his bridge in 
the passage from one side to the other. Ita fact, 
I believe, that it has come very near being thrown 
down on three several occasions; once by a bat- 
tery of artillery, and once by a regiment of foot 
soldiers going over it. There are men now con- || 
stantly employed in keeping it in order, so as to | 


are constantly employed so as not to let any team || 
get one hundred feet near another. It is pro- || 


| Committee of the Whole. 


| pose of scaling 


piers have rotted in many instances; and the 


Army authorities insist upon the necessity of 


i some steps being taken to construct a new bridge 
either of wood or of iron. 
| recommended the latter; and when the bill shall 
| be taken up for consideration, some of the mem- 


The committee have 


bers of the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia may undertake to convince the Senate that 
that is the most economical method of building 
the bridge at this time. 
the committee have acted upon the suggestons 


| of the War Department on this subject. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Lowa to take 
up the bill indicated by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
46) to provide for the construction of a bridge 
across the Potomac river was considered, as in 
It proposes to appro- 
priate $220,000 for the construction of an iron 


I will state, also, that | 


bridge, with stone piers, across the Potomac river, | 


| near the present Long Bridge, at the foot of Ma- | 


ryland avenue, with two sufficient draws for the | 


| passage of vessels, to be expended under the di- | 


rection and control of the Secretary of War. He | 


is to advertise for proposals for the construction 
and material to be used and employed in the con- 


struction of the bridge, giving reasonable notice 
thereof, and to let the furnishing of the materials 
and the construction of the bridge, or the various 


parts thereof, to the lowest and best bidders. ‘The | 


bill also appropriates $10,000 for the repair of the 


present Long Bridge across the Potomac river. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill (S. No. 
15) providing acommission toexamive and report 

| as to the compensation of all officers of the Gov- 


ernment, and for other purposes, and to ask for | 


its present consideration, 


There being no objection, the bill was consid- | 


| ered as in Committee of the Whole. For the pur- 
equalizing, and reducing the com- 
pensation of the various officers of the Government, 
|| it proposes to organize a board of commissioners, 
| to be composed ot two members of the Senate, to || 


5? 


be appointed by the Vice President, three mem- | 


bers of the House of Representatives, to be ap- 
pointed by the Speaker of the House, and one 


officer of the Navy and one officer of the Army, | 


to be appointed by the President. 


This board Is 
to examine and re port as soon as practicable— 
first, a fair and just compensation for each officer 


of the Government; second, such provisions of 


law as will'regulate the expenditure of all indef- 
| intte and contingent appropriations, including 


those for the courts of the United States; third, | 
rerulations for the more economical collection of 


the revenue; fourth, what officers or employments, 
| ifany, may be dispensed with without detriment 


to the public service. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


the necessity for the passage of this bill. 


and regulation. 


I will state in a few words | 
The |} 
compensation of all the officers of the Government 
is now fixed, I think, by some seventy or eighty 
different statutes, and in many cases it is fixed || 
simply by a resolution of the Senate or of the 
| House of Representatives; in some cases the com- 
| pensation is not fixel by lawatall, but by custom 
When 1 Was a member of the 


Committee of Ways and Means of the House of 
tepresentatives, I found it very difficult to ascer- 
thin the precise legal compensation of the various 


employésof the Government. This bill is intended 


to remedy that by providing a general statement 
of the compensation of cach officer of the Govern- 
ment. It also proposes to regulate the manner of 
disbursing the contingent ex pt nses of the Senate 


and House of Representatives and of all the dif. 
ferent offices of the Government, and especially 
If the bill passes, 


the courts of the United States. 


I hope to accomplish a reduction of the expend- 


| itures of the Government—at least an « qualization 


of the salaries now paid to the different officers. 
‘ | The purpose of the bill is so plain on its face that 
make it passable even for teams, and sentinels || | do net-think it necessary for me to say anything 


more on the subject. 


l therefore ask for a vote 


Mr. SIMMONS. I suggest that “the Pre- 


siding Officer of the Senate’’ should be put in, 
instead of ** the Vice President.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Vice President not 
being present, | suppose it would be better to 
insert ** the Presiding Officer of the Senate.”” 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That modifi- 
cation will be made if no objection be interpose d. 
‘The bill is so amended. F 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, 
and the amendment was concurred it. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time; and it was read the third time, and passed. 


SUPREMACY OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. CLARK. I move to take up the resolu- 
tion which I submitted yesterday, in regard to 


| maintaining the supremacy of the Governmentand 


the integrity of the Union of the United States. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (S. No. 10) declaratory 
of the determination of Congress to maintain the 
supremacy of the Government and integrity of 
the Union. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
we, as representatives of the people and States, respect 
ively, do hereby declare our fixed determination to main 
tain the supremacy of the Government and the integrity of 


| the Union of all these United States; and to this end, as 


far as we may do so, we pledge the entire resources of the 
Government and people, until all rebels shall submit to 
the one and cease their efforts to destroy the other. 

Mr.CLARK. Mr. President, | donot propose 
to debate this resolution. Itis short and plain, 
and speaks for itself. I shall content myself with 
asking for the yeas and nays upon its passage, 
unless it be debated by otherpersons. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading; and it was read the third time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion having been read three times, the question is 
on its passage; and on that question the Senator 
from New Hampshire calls for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the roll 
being called through, it was found that but thirty- 
three Senators had voted. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 


Chair 


recrets to inform the Senate that there is no quo- 


rum present and voting. ‘The Senate is therefore 
disubled by the absence of its members from pro- 
ceeding with business. 

Mr.BINGHAM. Whatconstitutesa quorum? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘Thirty-five. 

Mr. GRIMES. There are Senators present 
who have not voted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Clerk 
will again call the names of Senators who have 
not responded. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the names of 
the Senators who had not answered. Mr. Brecr- 
INRIDGE’s name was called. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. TI was out talking 
toa member of the other House and found the 
roll nearly called through before | came in. I 
have not heard the resolution read on which Lam 
called to vote; and I do not wish 
resolution that I do not understand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no objec- 

tion be made, the resolution will be read. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, 1 will simply make 

| one remark. There isa portion of the resolution 
that I like, and therefore have no objection to 
voting for. No man would go further, or do more 
than myself to support the Constitution, and no 
man desires more to see all the States united: but 

I will not pledge the resources of this Union, by 

my vote, to attempt it by war; which will have, 

in my judgment, precisely the contrary effect. I 
| vote in the negative. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the names of 
the members who had not answered, and Mr. Sum- 
NER voted in the affirmative. 

The result was announced—yeas 34, nay 1; a8 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Browning, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Fout, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harris, Howe, Johnson of 
Tennessee, King, Lane of tndiana, Lane of Kansas, La 
tham, MeDougall, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Sau!sbury, 
Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Teun Eyek, Thomson, T'rum- 
bull, Wade, and Willey—34. 

NAY—Mce. Breckinuridge—1l. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


to vote for a 


276 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


The first bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 


No. 43) to prevent and punish fraud on the part 
rs intrusted with the making of contracts 
for the Government, which the Senate proceeded 
as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to enact that it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War, of the Secreta y of the Navy, 
and of the Secretary of the Interior, immediately 


of office 


to consider 


after the passage of this act, to cause and require | 


every contract made by them, severally, on be- 
half of the Government, or by their officers under 
them appointed to make such contracts, to be re- 


duced to writing, and signed by the contracting | 


parties with their names at the end thereof, a copy 
of which is to be filed by the officer making and 


signing the contract in the ** Returns office ”’ of | 


the Department of the Interior (hereafter to be 
established for that purpose ) as soon after the con- 
tract is made as possible, and within thirty days, 
together with all bids, offers, and proposals to 


him made by persons to obtain the same, as also | 


a copy of any advertisement he may have pub- 
lished inviting bids, offers, or proposals for the 


same. All the copies and papers in relation to each | 


contract are to be attached together by a ribbon 
and seal, and numbered in regular order numeri- 
cally, according to the number of papers compos- 
ing the whole return, It is to be the further duty 
of that officer, before making his return, to affix 
to the same his affidavit in the following form, 
sworn to before some magistrate having author- 
ity to administer oaths: 1 do solemnly swear 


(or affirm) that the copy of contract hereto an- | 


nexed is an exact copy of a contract made by me 
with ; that | made the same fairly with- 
out any benefit or advantage to myself, or allow- 
ing any corruptly to the said 











include all those relating to the said contract, as 
required by the statute in such case made and pro- 
vided.”? And any officer convicted of falsely and 
corruptly swearing to such affidavit, is to be sub- 
ject to all the pains and penalties now by law 
inflicted for willful and corrupt perjury. 

Any officer making contracts, and failing or 


neglecting to make returns of the same, unless | 


from unavoidable accidentand not within his con- 
trol, is to be deemed,in every case of such failure 


or neglect, to be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on || 
conviction thereof, to be punished by a fine of not |! 


less than $100, nor more than $500, and be im- 
prisoned for not more than six months, at the dis- 
cretion of the court trying the same. It is to be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to pro- 
vide a fitand proper apartment in his Department, 
to be called the ** Returns office,’’ within which to 
file the returns thus to be required, and to appoint 
a clerk to attend to the same, who is to be entitled 
to an annual salary of $1,200, and whose duty 
will be to file all returns made to that office, so 


that the same may be of easy access, filing all re- | 


turns made by the same officer in the same place, 
and numbering them as they are made in numer- 
ical order. He is also to provide and keep an 
index book, with the names of the contracting 
parties, and the number of each and every con- 


tract opposite to the names; and to submit the | 
index book and returns to any person desiring to | 


inspect the same; and he is also to furnish copies 


of the returns to any person paying for them at || 


the rate of five cents for every one hundred words, || tary of the Treasury to remit fines and penalties 


to which copies certificates are to be appended in 
every case by the clerk making the same, attest- 
ing their correctness, and that it is a full and com- 
plete copy of the return; which return, so certified 
under the seal of the Department, is to be evi- 
dence in all prosecutions under this act. It is to 


be the duty of the Secretary of War, and of the || 


Secretary of the Navy, and of the Secretary of 
the Interior, immediately after the passage of this 


act, to furnish each and every officer severally | 


appointed by them with authority to make con- 
tracts on behalf of the Government, with a printed 
letter of instructions, setting forth the duties of 
such officer under this act, and also to furnish 
therewith forms, printed in blank, of contracts to 
be made, and the affidavit of returns required to 
be affixed thereto, so that all the instruments may 
be as nearly uniform as possible. 


. i ' 
Mr. COWAN. I move that the bill be amended 
in the twentieth line of the fourth section, by | 
and inserting the | 


striking out the word ‘ its,”’ 


——, OF any | 
other person; and that the papers accompanying | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: 
** their. 


word 
tion. 


This is a mere verbal correc- 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COWAN. In the third line of the fifth 
section, after the word ** Navy,’’ I move to insert 
the words, * and of the Secretary of the Inte rior;”’ 
so that it will read: 

That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War and 
of the Secretary of the Navy and of the Secretary of the 
Interior, immediately after the passage of this act, &c. 

The object is to make it include the Department 
of the Interior as well as the War and Navy 
Departments. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 


| and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for athird | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. COWAN. Lask, on the part of the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 


| bill (S. No. 22) for the protection of Government 


contracts, that the committee be now discharged 
from the further consideration of that bill, this 
being a substitute for it. 
The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE ILOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Erueriwwcs, its Clerk, announced that the 


House had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on bill (S. No. 2) to increase the present 


| military establishment of the United States. 
The message further announced that the House 


insists upon its amendments to the bill of the Sen- 


ate (No. 36) to provide for the construction of one 
| or more armored ships and floating batteries, and | 
for other purposes, disagreed to by the Senate, | 


asks a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 


two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. | 
| Cuanres B. Sevewick of New York, Mr. ALex- 


anper H. Rice of Massachusetts,and Mr. James 
E. Eneuisnu of Connecticut, managers at the same 
on the part of the House. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message furtherannounced thatthe Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 


| bills and joint resolution; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the President pro tempore: | 


A bill CH. R. No. 69) to indemnify the States 
for expenses incurred by them in defense of the 
United States; 


A bill (H. R. No. 76) to provide for the pay- | 


ment of the police organized by the United States 


for the city of Baltimore, and io enable the Mint | 
| to furnish small gold coins, and to provide for | 
| the manufacture or purchase of field signals; 
A joint resolution (8S. No.9) relative to the | 


exhibition of the industry of all nations, to be 
holden in London in the year 1862; and 


A bill CH. R. No. 25) making additional ap- | 
propriations for the legislative, executive, and | 


judicial expenses of the Government for the year 


| ending the 30th of June, 1862, and appropriations | 
|| ofarrearages for the year ending 30th of Junc,1861. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message further announced that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had approved and signed, 


| on the 24th instant, the following bills and joint 


resolution: 


A bill (H. R. No. 17) authorizing the Secre- 


incurred in certain cases; . 

A bill (H. R. No, 23) for the relief of certain 
musicians and soldiers stationed at Fort Sumter, 
in South Carolina; 

A bill (H. R. No. 26) making additional ap- 
propriations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1862, and appropriations of arrearages for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1861; ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 56) in relation to forwarding 
soldiers’ letters; 

A bill (H. R. No. 57) for the relief of the Ohio 
and other volunteers; and me 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 1) authorizing 
the appointment of examiners to examine a steam 
floating battery at Hoboken, New Jersey. 


APPROVAL OF PRESIDENTIAL ACTS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. | 
one o’clock having arrived, the Chair calls up for 
consideration the special order of the day assigned 


Thethour of | 
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July 26, 

for that hour, which is the joint resolution (8. 

No. 1) to approve and confirm certain acts of the 

President of the United States, for suppressing 

insurrection and rebellion. The pending ques- 

tion is on the passage of the resolution; and oy 

that question the Senator from ‘Tennessce [Mr, 
Jounson] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presj- 
dent, when I obtained the floor some time since, 
and made a motion for the postponement of this 
resolution, I did not obtain it for the purpose of 
uddressing the Senate. [ rise now, however, for 
the purpose of stating, if it meets the approbation 
of the Senate, that if the resolution is laid over 
until to-morrow at one o’clock, I shall make an 
effort to present some remarks in favor of its pas- 
sage. If the Senate is anxious to have action 
upon it at once, [ have no objection to their taking 
a vote on it now; and what little! have to say, [ 
can say on some other proposition. If it meets 
the approbation of the Senate for it to go over 


| until one o’clock to-morrow, I will make an effort 
to give my views at that time on the resolution, 


and the present crisis of the country. Whatever 
meets the views of the Senate will meet mine. 

Several Senators. We have no objection to 
its going over. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Then, Mr. 
President, if it meets the approbation of the Sen- 
ate, [ move that the resolution be passed over until 
one o’clock to-morrow, and, God willing, I shall 
try to give my views on the subject then. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Tennessee moves to postpone the further 
consideration of the joint resolution until to-mor- 
row at one o’clock, and that it be made the spe- 
cial order for that hour. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRACIES. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bil] (H. 
R. No. 45) to define and punish certain conspir- 
acies; Which the Senate proceeded to consider as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides that if 
two or more persons within any State or Terri- 
tory of the United States shall conspire together 
to overthrow, or to put down, or to destroy by 
force, the Government of the United States, or to 


| levy war against the United States, or to oppose 


by force the authority of the Government of the 
United States; or by force to prevent, hinder, or 
delay the execution of any law of the United 
States; or by force to seize, take, or possess any 
property of the United States against the will, or 
contrary to the authority of the United States; or 
by force, or intimidation, or threat, to prevent any 
person from accepting or holding any office, or 


‘trust, or place of confidence, under the United 


States; each and every person so offending shall be 
guilty of ahigh crime, and upon conviction in any 
district or circuit court of the United States hav- 
ing jurisdiction, or district or supreme court of 
any Territory of the United States having juris- 
diction, shall be punished by a fine not less than 
$500 and not more than $5,000; or by imprison- 
ment, solitary or social, and with or without hard 


| labor, as the court shall determine, for a period not 


less than six months nor greater than six years, 


| or by both such fine and imprisonment. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to move a verbal 
amendment to the bill. I move to strike out, in 
the twenty-first line, the words ‘ solitary or so- 
cial, and;’’ so that it will read: 

Or by imprisonment with ox without hard labor, &c. 

The PRESIDENT prolempore. ‘That modifi- 
cation will be made if there be no objection. ‘The 
Chair hears none. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. POWELL. I desire to present a protest 
of certain Senators against the passage o® that 
bill. I %end it to the table, and ask that it may 
be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Kentucky sends to the Secretary’s desk the 
following paper; which will be read for informa- 
tion: 

The Secretary proceeded to read it, as follows: 


Protest of the minority of the Senate of the United States 
against the passage of the House bill No. 45, entitled ** ln 
act to define and punish certain conspirators.” 

The undersigned, members of the Senate, dissent from 
the passage of the bill on the following grounds : 
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1861. 


Mr. SUMNER. 1 would ask whether such a 


paper is in order? zk 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
of order cannot be raised on any paper until it is 
read for the information of the Senate, 
Mr. SUMNER. The paper, by its utle, shows 


that—— 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
decides it to be in order at present. 

The Secretary continued the reading, as follows: 

The Government of the United States is a Government 
of specially delegated powers ; and though treason is one of 
the highest crimes known to the law, it isa political offense 

To guard against the abuses which in times of high ex 
citement had, in the history of England previous tothe rev- 
olution of 1688, too often sacrificed able, virtuous, and | 
innocent men on charges of treason and kindred offenses, 
unaccompanied by acts, the Constitution of the United 
States expressly defines the crime of treason in the follow 
ing terms: 

ArT. 3. Sec. 3. ‘* Treason against the United States shall 
consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to 
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort.’’ 

It further provides that “ no person shall be convicted of 
treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the 
same overt act, or on confession in open court.” 

The intent to restrict Congress in the creation of crimes 
of the nature created by this bill seems obvious ; for in trea- 
son all are principals, and in any conspiracy of the kind 
stated in the bill, an overt act in pursuance of it, proved by 
two witnesses, would be treason against the United States. 

Thus the creation of an offense, resting in intention alone, 
without overt act, would render nugatory the provision last 
quoted, and the door would be opened for those similar 
oppressions and cruelties which, under the excitement of 
political struggles, have so often disgraced the past history 
of the world. The undersigned can conceive no possible 
object in defining the crime of treason by our ancestors, 
and requiring proof by two witnesses to the same overt act 


The Chair, 


to justify the conviction of the accused, unless it be to | 


restrict the power of Congress in the creation of a political 
crime kindred to treason, and charged as resting in intent 
alone, which would, if accompanied by an overt act, be 
treason. 

it matters not that the punishment prescribed in the law 
is not death, but imprisonment; tor the passage of the bill, 
though it might not affect the life of an innocent man, 
would give, from the uncertainty of the offense charged, 
aud the proof requisite to sustain it, the utmost latitude to 
prosecutions founded on personal enmity and political ani 
mosity and the suspicions as to intention which they in- 
evitably engender. JAMES A. BAYARD, 

L. W. POWELL, 

J. D. BRIGHT, 

W. SAULSBURY, 
TRUSTEN POLK, 

J. A. PEARCE, 

A. KENNEDY, 

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
WALDO P. JOHNSON. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know what the 
practice of the Senate has been in regard to papers 
of this kind. I have no sort of obje ction to gen- 
tlemen who are opposed to this bill presenting 
their views in any shape which they may desire 
so that it is not inconsistent with the ordinary 
rules and proceedings of the Senate. If they 
suppose they can make the people of the United 
States believe, or have persuaded themselves, that 


the Congress of the United States have no right | 


to punish persons who conspire together for the 
purpose of seizing public property, because there 
is such a crime as treason, | certainly have no 
objection to their making that effort. Now, sir, 
Ido not suppose it would constitute treason if 
half a dozen persons conspired together to seize 
an article of property belonging to the United 


States. That is not what I understand to be trea- | 


son. That consists in levying war against the 
United States, or aiding and abetting its enemies 
in time of war. 
against persons who conspire together for the pur- 
pose of seizing any property of the United States, 
or who come together or purpose, by force, or 
intimidation, orthreat, to preventany person from 
accepting or holding an office under the Govern- 
ment of the United States. Ido not suppose that 
constitutes treason. I[ do not suppose, if they 

carried it out, that you could indict them for the 
overt act of treason. Suppose a land officer in 
one of our Territories, where there is a great deal 
of excitementin reg ard to the entr y of public land, 
is driven off by the settlers who are opposed to 
any sale of the public lands taking place; suppose 
a number of the settlers meet toge ther, and, by 
threats and intimidation, deter the officer from 


performing his duty: I would like to know if the | 
Senator from Ke ntucky who presents this protest 


would call that treason ? 

Not long ago, I think, a case occurred some- 
where in the State of Missouri, where a number 
of persons, by threats of violence and intimida 
tion, preve nted a postmaster from performing the 
duties of his office. I think that these persan 


This bill provides punishment | 





ought to be punished; but I do not suppose it was 
treason on their part; and for my life I cannot see 
similitude betwe en the offense he re provide d 
inst and that of treason. The object of this 
bill is not under another name to punish traitors, 
but it is to punish persons who conspire together 
to commit offenses United States not 
analogous to treason. In the very case I have 
instanced, you could not p unish those parties for 
treason when they had carried out their parpose. 
be the very case that occurred at St. Joseph, in 
» State of Missouri, where a number of ine n got 
together and by threatg and intimidation drove off 
the postmaster and would not let him discharge 
his duties; I should like to know if you could in- || 
dict and convict those persons for treason. Other 
instances have occurred where route agents upon 
some of the railroads have been deterred from 
performing their duties. 

That, however, is not the question before the | 
Senate; and in fact I scarcely know what the 
question before the Senate is. I am not aware 
whether the Senator from Kentucky made oat 
motion at all. We have already passed the bill, 
and the Senator from Kentucky has presented a 
paper, forthe consideration of the Se a ate, | sup- 
pose, in some shape; but what his precise motion 
was, I am not advised. 

Mr. POWELL. ‘The motion is, that the pro- 
test be entered upon the Journal of the Senate. 

Mr, TRUMBULL. I understand, then, the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky to be, to 
enter upon the Journal of the Senate his reasons 
why he thinks this bill ought not to be passed. 
Is there any precede nt for such a proceeding as 
that? Is it usual? Hasitever been done? If 
there is any precedent for it, | have no objection 
to it; but if it is an mnovation, and the adoption 
of a new practice in the Senate of the U nited 
States, for members who are opposed to the pas- 
sage of a bill, after it has passed, to come in with 
a written speech against its passage and place it 
upon the Journal, [ am opposed to establishing 
that preeedent now. As 1 am not aware of any 
precedent, or any authority for such a proceeding, 
I should like to be referred to one, if there is on 

Mr. POWELL. Itis not my purpose to reply 
to the arguments of the Senator from Illinois. if 
the Senate were always to consider the matter 
contained in a paper presented in the shape ofa 
protest, when the only question pending is - to 
whethe: the protest shall be entered on the Jour- 
nal, I suppose no prote st ever would be e nt red: 
because ,of course, the majority do not concur in 
the opinions and re asons set forth by the minor- 
ity. I believe that it has been usual to allow the 


rainst the 


minority in cases like this to have their protest | 


| entered on the Journal. I understand from Sen- 
ators, who have long served in this body, that it 
has been done on more occasions than one; and 
ine onformity with that custom, the minority in 
this case desire to have their protest against the 
passage of this bill entered on the Journal of the 
Senate. I hope it will be done. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The question 
is upon the motion of the Senator from Kentucky, 
| that this protest be entered on the Journal of the 
Senate. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I suggest thatas the paper was 
prepared by the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. 
SAYARD,| Who is not in his seat, there will be 
great propriety in allowing the question to rest 
until he comes in, if there is opposition to the 
motion that is made to enter it upon the Journal. 
I think he ought to be allowed to state the rea- 
sons for preparing the paper. Let the question lie 
over until he shall be in his seat. 
Mr. COLLAMER. The words of the paper, 
I believe, are respec tfulenough; I da not see any- 
thing improper in them; and I shall not object to 
the delay which is asked being granted for the 
purpose of en: abling the Senator from Delaware to 
furnish us a precedent for this proceeding, if he 
can. I have understood that in our country, where 
the right to call for the yeas and nays and enter 
them on the record is secured by the Constitution, 
the ente ring of a protest is not a matter of course 
at all, but has always been protested against. If, 
howeve r,a precedent can be found, I shall submit 
to it; otherwise, I shak not 
Mr. BRIGHT. I recollect distinctly that pro- 
tests oa been offered s I have been a mem- 
ber of this body—two ce <a a y- Whether they 
Journal, 1 do not know 


have bies nh Spa ad on the 


Grimes, and Mr. 
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However, I suggest that the matter he over u 
the Senator from Delaware shall come in. That 
1 think, is due to him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hone th 
take n, and let the prece dents be 
the request made in this cass 
ate, | have no objection to its being ere 

Mr. POWELL. I have no objection lol slivyin y 
over until to-morrow. ’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
no objection to the course suggested, the } { 
presented by the Senator from Kentucky w 
over for further consideration uatil 1 LOrrow 


ARMORED SHIPS. 


it course W 
looked Qt it 


; usual in the ! pen- 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bi 
(S. No. 36) to provide for the construction of « 
or more armored ships and floating batteries, and 
for other purposes, disagreed to by the Senate a 
insisted on by the House; and, 

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on its disagreement to 
the amendments of the House of Representatives to the said 
bill, insisted on by the House, and agree to the cout 


asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 
llouses thereon. 


On motion of Mr. HALE,-the President pro 
tempore was authorized to appoint the commi! 
on the partof the Senate; and Mr. Tlane, M: 
‘Tnomson, were appointed, 

SUPPRESSION OF REBELLION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next bill 
in order on the Calendar is the bill (TI. 
20) to provide re the suppression of rebellion 
against, and resistance to, the laws of the United 
States, and to amend the act entitled ** An act to 
provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws of the Union,’’ &c., pass d February 28, 
1795; which is before the Senate as in Committe: 
of the Whol 

‘The bill provides that whenever, by reason of 
unlawful ree anernee combinations, or assem 
‘rebellion against the author- 
ity of the Gove = of the United States, it 
shall become impracticable, inthe judgment of the 
President, to enforce, by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, the laws of the United S 
withinany State or Territory of the United Stat 
it shall be lawful for the President to call forth tl 
militia of any or all the States of the Union, { 
toe mploy such parts of the land and naval for 
of the United States as he may deem necessary) 
to enforce the faithfulexeeution of the laws of the 
United States, or to suppress su h rebellios 
Whenever, in the judgment of the President, it 
may be necessary to use the military force thus 
directed to be employed and called forth by him 
he is forthwith, by proclamation, to command th: 
insurgents to disperse and retire peaceably to their 
respective abodes within a limited time. ‘The 
militia so called into the service of the United 
States are to be subject to the same rules and a1 
cles of war as the troops of the United States, and 
be continued in service until discharged by prox 
lamation of the President; but such continua 
in service is notto extend beyond sixty day 
the commencement of the next regular session of 


blages of persons, o1 


Congress, unless Congress shall ex pre Vv | 
vide by law therefor. Every officer, non-com 
missioned officer, or private of th mitiitia, v ) 
shall fail to obs y the orders of the Pr ley [ 
the United States in the cases recited in the | 


is to forfeit a sum not exceeding one year’s pay 
and not less than one month’s pay,to be determ- 
ined and adjudged by a court-martial; and such 
officer is to be liable to be cashiered by a senten 
of court-martial, and to be incapacitated from 
holding a commission in the militia for a term 
not exceeding twelve months, at the discretion of 
the court; and such non-commissioned officer at 
private are to be liable to imprisonm nt, by a like 
sentence, on failure of payment of the fines ad- 
judged against them, for one calendar month for 
every twenty-five dollars of the fine. Court 
martial for the trial of militia are to be composed 
of militia officers only. 

The bill further provides that marshals 
several districts of the United States, and th 
deputies, shall have the same powers in e> 
the laws of the United States as sheriffs and th 
deputies in the several States have, by law, 

' executing the laws of their respective States. | 


Is repeal ections two, th ¢ ! four, of 
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act entitled ** An act to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
pre i 
rep al the act now in force for those purpose 5.” 
approve February 28, 1795, and so much of the 
tact, and of all other act 
this act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate 


urrections, and repel invusions, and to 


; 


8, a8 con- 
without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A messagt-«from the 
states 


President of the United 
» by Mr. Nicoway, his Seer tary, announced 
that the President had approved and signed the 
following bills: 

A bill (S. No. 
of volunteers to aid in enforcing the laws and pro- 
tecting public property 

A bill (S. No. 42) 
authorize the 
enforcing the laws and protecting publhie prop- 
erty,’’ approved the 22d of July, 1861. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 
The bill (H. R. No. 54) to provide increased 


revenue from imports, to pay interest on the pub- 


1) to authorize the employment 


- and 
in addition to the ** Act to 
employment of volunteers to aid in 


lic debt, and for other purposes, was the next bill 
on the Calendar; and the Senate, as in Commit- 
tee of the W hole, proceeded to consider it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Cortmit- 
linance reported an amendment in the 
form of a substitute for the entire bill. The ques- 
tion ison that amendment; and on that question 
the Senator from Rhode Island ts entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I think the Chair is a little 
mistaken about that; but I hope the amendments 


tee on 


proposed by the committee to the first draft of 


the bill will be read. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. Hfave they been printed? | 
have not seen them yet. 

Mr. SIMMONS. They have been printed, and 
can be read from the Clerk’s desk, and, undoubt- 
edly, we can understand them as they are read. 

The Secretary procec ded to read the amend- 
ment of the « ommuittee, whieh was, to strike out 
all after the enacting clause of the bill, and insert 
a substitute. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
taken by sections. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That course 
will be pursued. 


I ask that the question be 


The first section of the substitute was read, as | 


follows: 
That, from and afier the passage of this act, in lieu of the 
duties heretofore imposed by law on the articles herein enu 


merated, and on such as may now be exempt from duty.there 


shall be levied, collected, and paid, on the goods, wares, 
and merchandise herein enumerated and provided for, im- 
ported from foreign countries, the following duties and rates 
of duty, thatis to say: 
Muscovado or brown sugar, and on sirup of sugar or of 
sugar cane, and on concentrated molasses, or on concen- 
trated melado, and on white and clayed sugar, when ad 

vanced beyond the raw state by claying or other process, 
and not yet refined, 2 cents per pound; on refined sugar, 
whether loaf, lump, or pulverized, 4 cents per pound; on 
sugars after being refined, when they are tinetured, colored, 
or in anywise adulterated, and on sugar candy, 6 cents per 
pound ; on molasses, 5 cents per gallon; on tea, 15 cents 
per pound; on coffee, 4 cents per pound. 


The section was agreed to. 
The second section was read and agreed to, as 
follows: 


Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That, in addition to 
the duties now imposed by law on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise not enumerated in the toregoing section, and on 
all goods not herein otherwise provided tor, hereafter im- 
ported trom foreign countries, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, a duty of 10 per centum ad valorem, to in- 
clude ali merchandise subject to or exempt from duty by 
former laws: 
the existing specitic or other duties, or both combined, on 
any article, together with the addition of 10 per centum 
ad valorem, shall amount to a duty of more than 50 per 
centum on the value thereof, the 10 per centum herein im- 
posed shall not be added, except upon the articles of brandy 
and spirits distilled trom grain or other materials, or other 
spirituous beverages. Indigo and ground madder shall be 
admitted to entry upon the payment of aduty of 5 percen 
tum ad valorem; and that diamonds and other precious 
stones, when set in gold, silver, or other metal; and wool 
unmanufactured, the value of which, at the place of ex- 
portation, shall be 18 cents per pound or under, shall be 
subject to a duty of 7} percentumad valorem. Steel of all 
kinds and copp>r ore shall pay an additional duty of 5 per 
centum ad valovem: ind provided further, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States be, and be is hereby, authorized, 
by proclamation, to suspend the operation of the provisions 
of this section of this act at such time and whenever, in 


kis judgment, the condition of the Treasury and the public | 


interest will justify {tt 


thle 


On raw sugar, commonly called | 


Provided, however, That in all cases where | 


= 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Section three was read and agreed to, as follows: 
Rec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the act entitled 
‘An act to provide for the payment of outstanding Treas- 


ury notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties 


on tmports, and for other purposes 2? 
of March, 1861, be 


das follow 


approved the 2d day 
, and the same its hereby, altered and cor 
*, that is to say: In section six, clause the 
ific duties therein imposed on brandy, spirits 
distilled from grain or other materials, and other spirituous 
beverages, shall be imposed and collected upon all of said 
liquors, if of first proot or of less strength than first proof; 
and when of greater strength than first proof, asin said act 
ction seven, clanse fifth: The words ** on 


rects 


first: The spe 


provided. In se 
screws, Washed or plated, and all other screws, of lron or 
any other metal,’ shall be stricken out, and the words * on 
rews, Of any other metal thag iron,’’ shall be inserted. 
In section thirteen: The third clause shall be stricken out, 
ind in lieu thereof the following words shall be inserted : 
‘on all delaines known as cashmere, muslin, or barege 
nes, composed wholly or in part of worsted, gray or 
red, and on all gray goods of similar description, 25 
per centum ad velorem; on bunting, aud on all stained, 
ed, or printed goods of the above description, and on 
all other manufactures made wholly or in part of worsted, 
not otherwise provided for, 30 per centum ad ralorem.”’ 
In clause second, after the word “ manufacturer,’ the 
words “ except hosicry” shall be inserted. In section four 
tcen, clause first, insert the words ** ad valorem” alter the 
words “J0 per centum.’? In seetion fifteen, the words 
on jute goods, 15 per eentum,”’ shall be stricken out, and 
the words **on jute yarns, 10 per centum,” ipserted. In 
same section, before the word * yarns,”’ in said section, 
the word * hemp’? shall be inserted; also, after the word 
hirting,’’ the words * of flax or hemp’? shall be inserted. 

In section nineteen, the words “ compositions of glass or 
paste not set, intended for use by jewelers,’ shall be 
stricken out. In section twenty-two, the words “* compo- 
f et,”? shall be stricken out. 


sitions of glass or paste, when 


uncotl 


Section four was read and agreed to, as follows: 
Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the day this act takes effect, the importation of the articles 
hereinafter mentioned and embraced in this section shall 
be exempéed from duty—that is to say: All books, maps, 
charts, mathematical and nautical instruments, philosoph- 


the use of the United States. Articles in a crude state, 
used in dyeing or tanning, not otherwise provided for, ber 
ries, nuts, flowers, plants, and vegetables ased exclusively 
in dyeing or composing dyes; but no article shall be classed 
as such that has undergone any manufacture. Bismuth, 
bitter apples, bones burnt, bone dust, Brazil wood, brazi- 
letto, and all other dye-woods in sticks. Books, maps, and 


| charts, imported by authority of the Joint Library Commit- 


tee of Congress tor the use of the Library of Congress: 
Provided, 'Thatif in any case a contract shall have been 
made with any bookseller, importer, or other person for 
books, maps, or charts, in which contract the bookseller, 
importer, or other person aforesaid, shall have paid the 


duty, or included the duty in said contract, in such case the | 
duty shall not be remitted. Bullion, gold and silver; coins, | 


gold, silver, and copper; copper, when imported for the 
United States Mint; fish, fresh caught, for daily consump- 
tion; goods, wares, and merchandise, the growth, produc- 


| tion, or manufacture ofthe United States, exported to a for- 


eign country, and brought back to the United States inthe 

ame condition as when exported, upoh which no draw 
back or bounty has been allowed: Provided, That all reg- 
ulations to ascertain the identity thereof prescribed by ex- 
isting laws, or which may be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall be complied with. Household effects, 
old, and in use, of persons or families from foreign coun- 
tries, if used abroad by them, and not intended for any other 
person Or persons, or for sale; oil, spermaceti, whale,and 
other fish, of American fisheries, and all other articles the 
produce of such fisheries; paintings and statuary, the pro- 
duction of American artists residing abroad: Provided, 
The same are imported by the artists, or on their account, 
or by other persons, in good faith, as objects of taste, and 


not as merchandise, and on presentation on the entry of 
| the declaration.of the artist in writing, signed by him, and 


certified by a consul of the United States, that the said 
paintings or statuary were produced by him. 


The fifth section was read and agreed to, as 
follows: 

Sec. 5. .4nd be it further enacted, That all goods remain- 
ing in publie store or warehouse at the time this act takes 
effectunay be withdrawn therefrom and entered for con- 
sumption upon payinent of the duties legally imposed there- 
on at the time they were deposited, and all goods deposited 
in publie store or bonded warehouse after this act takes 
effect and goes into operation, if designed for consumption 
in the United States, must be withdrawn therefrom, or the 
duties thereon paid in three months after the same are de- 
posited, and goods designed for exportation and consump- 
tion in foreign countries may be withdrawn by the owner 
at any time before the expiration of five years after the 
same are deposited, such goods, if not withdrawn in five 
years, to be regarded as abandoned to the Government, and 
sold under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may prescribe, and the proceeds paid into the Treasury: 
Provided, That merchandise upon which the owner may 
have neglected to pay duties within three months from the 
time of its deposit may be withdrawn aud entered for con- 
sumption at any time within two years of the time of its 
deposit, upon the payment of the legal duties, with an addi- 
tion of 25 per centum thereto: Provided, also, That mer- 


| chandise upon which duties have been paid, if exported to | 


a foreign country, shall be entitled to return duties, proper 
evidence of such merchandise having been landed abroad 
to be furnished to the collector by the importer, 1 per cen- 
tum of said duties to be retained by the Government: 4nd 
provided, further, That coffee imported from beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, which shall be actually on shipboard 
and bound for the United States before the lst day of Sep- 
tember next, shall be exempt from the duties imposed by 
this act. 


trawback, respectively : 


in the second line, and insert ** thirty;”’ 


|} after its passage.”’ 
ical apparatus, and all other articles Whatever imported for 











July 26 
ayes uly 2b, 

The sixth section was read, as follows: 

Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, That there shall be al- 
lowed on all articles wholly manufactured of materials 
imported on which duties have been paid, when exported, 
a drawback equal in amount to the duty paid on such ar 
ticle and no more, to be ascertained under such regulations 
as shail be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury: 
Provided, Tihat 10 per centum on the amount of ali draw 
backs allowed shall be retained by tie officers paying such 
tnd, further, That on refined 
sugar, When exported, there stall be allowed a drawback 
ot — cents per pound, to be ascertained under the regula 
tions and limitations herein provided. 


Mr. SIMMONS. 


I move to strike out the lat- 


| ter clause, in reference to refined sugar. It is em- 
| braced in the former part of the section. 


The amendment was adopted; and the section, 
as arrended, was agreed to. 
The seventh and last section was read, as fol- 


| lows: 


Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, Viliat this act shall take 
effect fifteen days after its passage, and all acts and parts 
of acts repugnant thereto are hereby repealed: Provided, 
That the existing laws shall extend to, and be in force for 
the collection of the duties imposed by this act for the pros- 
ecution and punishment of all offenses, and for the recov 
ery, collection, distribution, and remission of all fines, pen 
alties, and forfeitures, as tully and effectually as if everp 
regulation, penalty, forfeiture, provision, clause, matter 
and thing, to that effeetin the existing laws contained, hag 
been inserted and reénacted by this act. 

Mr.SUMNER. I believe itisin orderto move 
an amendment to the proposition which is now 
pending. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. An amend- 
ment to the section is in order. 


Mr.SUMNER. I move to strike out * fifteen,’’” 
so thatit 
willread, ‘*this act shall take effect thirty days 
My object in moving this 
amendment is to provide for the merchandise that 
may be actually at this moment water-borne; that 
may have already been ordered in view of the ex- 


isting tariff; so that.it shall not be compelled to 


|| pay increased duties under this tariff.~It will 


allow a larger margin for the change of orders; 
and | believe the chairman of the committee will 
agree with me in the expediency of this change. 
I believe | have his consent. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts addresses himself to me, I am not the 
chairman of the committee, but I have no oebjec- 
tion to that amendment, and shall make none. 


|The committee thought fifteen or twenty days 


were sufficient time to countermand any orders 
that had been given in Europe, but I am willing 
it should be extended to fifteen days longer. 

Mr. SUMNER. It scems to me, if we really 
wish to give them the opportunity, we ought to 
do it completely, and enable it to be done in a 
practical manner. I have understood from mer- 
chants that there will be serious derangements if 
this bill should go into effect in fifteen days. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I move to amend the first 
section, in line nineteen, by striking out the words, 
‘* on coffee four centsa pound.”’ Thisis an article 
which enters into the general consumption of the 
country by all classes. We are raising funds to 
pay the expenses of the war. In my judgment, 
the politicians of the country and the property 
holders of the country should pay the expenses 
of it, and such a tax as four cents a pound upon an 
article so generally in use by all classes of the 
community ought not to be imposed. That is 
my object in making the motion. eur 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will 
suggest to the Senator from Delaware that the 
amendment he proposes to amend having been 
agreed to, it was not now in order to amend it; 
but it will be when the bill shall be reported from 
the Committee to the Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. [I‘beg pardon. I under- 
stood the Chair to say amendments were now In 
order. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the section last read, as amended on the mo- 
tion-of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I will make a motion to re- 
consider that amendment in the Senate. I suppose 
it can be done when the bill is reported to the 
Senate. I mean the amendment inserting thirty 


days instead of fifteen. The object of limiting the 

time is simply that there shall beno goods orderd 

and put on shipboard after this bill passes, to come 

in under the old tariff, and I know thirty days Is 

enough to make two voyages across the Atlantic. 
The section as amended was agreed to. 











1861. — 


The bill is 


The PRESIDEN T pro + Sianiire: 
still open to amendment. 
Mr. SIMMONS. [ now move that the bill be 
stponed until to-morrow, and mi ade the special 
‘ order for half past twe Ive o’cleck. Ido this for 
of proposing cert ain a amend- 
ts, to give additional strength ¢ » Treasury; 
l am not now prepared to ier 
The motion was 


purpe 


o 


mn 
offer 


bt 


7 
a 


Tres d to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. SUMNER. 1 move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and, after some time 
spent in the consideration of executive business, 
the deors were reopened, 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
7 ained, leave te introduce a joint resolution (S, 
11) to repeal so much of the third secon of 
i - ye making appropriations for the legisla- 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of Jane, 
1861,”’ approved ‘June 23, 1860, as prohibits the 
purchase or use of patented arms or military sup~ 
pli 5 which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committce on Military Affairs and 
Militia, : 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. WILSON submitted the following repogt: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses on the bill (8. No. 2) toincrease the pres 
ent military establishment of the United States, having 
met, after a fulland free conference, have agreed to recom- 


mend and do tecomaiend to their respective Houses as fol- 
lows: 

That the House of Representatives recede from its amend- 
ments to the bill of the Senate, except section eight, and 
agree thereto with the folowing amendments: 

Page 4, section six,fine eight, after the word * reduced,” 
strike out as follows: “in such manner and to such extent 
is Congress may direet;’? and insert in lieu thereof, “to 
a number not exceeding twenty-five thou 
otherwise ordered by Congress.” 

Page 5, at the end of section seven, add the following: 

wae That all the officers of the regular Army wiv 
have been or may be attached or assigned io duty forservice 
in any other regimentor corps, shall resame their positions 
tn the regular Army, aad shali ge entitied to the same rank, 
promotien, and emoluments, 
serve in their own regiments or corps.”’ 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
eighth section of the ame ndment of the House, and agree 
thereto, NRY WILSON, 

. H. LANE, 
HENRY M. RICE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
PRANCIS P. BLAIR, 
R. MALLORY, 
A. B. OLIN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The report was concurred in. 
On motien of Mr. I 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripar, July 26, 1861. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Mr. Kennapy, of Philadelphia. 
The Journalof yesterday was read andapproved. 
NAVAL SIGNALS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy in relation to naval signals; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PRINTING OF A REPORT. 

Mr. DAWES. I move to reconsider the vote 

by which the House refused yeste rday to order 


»wided,. ) 


} 





r 


sand nen, unless | 


as if they had cvatinued te | 


“ESSEN DEN, the Senate | 


Prayer 


the printing of the report and resolution of the | 


Committee of Elections in the Nebraska case. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
Thequestion recurred upon the motion to print. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I would ask the gen- 

tleman from Massachusetts whe ‘ther thatembraces 

Mr. Morton’s memorial ? 

Mr. DAWES. That has been alre vady printed. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 


JAMES POOLE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of James Poole; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded, as the regular 
order of business, to call the committees for 
reports, 


PAY OF A CONTESTANT. 
Mr. DAWES. 


I am instructed by the Com- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


mittee of Elections to report the following res- 
olution: 


Res That mileage and compensation to and includ 
ing the 25th July, instant, be allowed to J. Sterling Morton, 
contesting the seat of Hon. Samven G. Datiy, as Delegate 





rerritory of Nebraska; and that the same be paid 


lerk out of the contingent fund of the House. 
I move the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main qu tion ordered. 
Mr. DAWES. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a brief statement. 


No objection was made. 

Mr. DAWES. This gentleman came here 
with acertificate from the Governor, precisely 
like our own, without any intimation from any- 
body that he was not entitled to take the seat. 
It having been decided by the House that he is | 
not entitled to take the seat, I think it is but just 
that he should receive the compensation and mile- 
to which he would have been entitled had his 
I hope, 
It 


age 
certificate been approved by the House. 
therefore, the House will adopt the resolution, 
is in accordance with precedent, 

Mr. FRANK. How much docs the compen- | 
sation amount to? | 
Mr. DAWES. Ihave not ascertained how 
much it amounts to. The mileage is that which 
he would have been entitled to if the certificate 
had been accepted by the House. He came here 
upon the faith of the certificate. There has been 
no evidence before the committee that, in what- 
eve : frauds have taken place which invalidate it, 
he had any hand or participation, It is therefore 
but right that, having come here to claim a seat 
which the Gove rnor by his certifieate had declared 
he was entitled td, he should have his compensa- 


tion. 


mittee 


j 
| 


1 


The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. 


to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 

OREGON CONTESTED 

Mr. DAWES, from the Committee of Elections, 

submitted a report on the memorial of George K. 


ELECTION. 


DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by || 
Le DS 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 


LOBE. 


| 
i 


Shiel, claiming the seat now occupied by Hon. | 


Anprew J. 
the State 


Tuayver, as a Representative from 
of Oregon, 


The report concludes with the following reso- | 


lution: 


Resolved, That lon. A.J. TuHaver is not entitled to hold 
the seat now occupied by him in this House as a Repre- 
sentative from the State of Oregon. 

Resolved, That George K. Shiei has been duly eleeted 
as 2 Representative from the State of Oregon to the Thirty 
Seventh Congress, and is entitled to a seatin this House as 
such. 


The report was ordered to be printed. 

ACT OF CONFISCATION. 
BINGHAM. Lam instructed by the Com- 
on the Judiciary to ask the House that 
Senate bill No. 25, to confiscate property used 
for insurrectionary purposes, referred to thatcom- 
mittee, be ordered to be printed, 

It was so ordered. 

NAVY-YARD SUPERINTENDENT. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to amend an acten- 
titled ** An act supple mentary to an act entitled 
‘An act providing for a navi 1] peace establishment 
and for other purposes,’ ’’ passed March 27, 1804; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill amends the act in question by insert- 
ing after the word ‘* captain,’? where the same 
first occurs, the words ** or commanders,”’ so as 
| to authorize the President to select a superintend- 
/ent of the navy-yard of Washington from the 
captains gr commanders of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States J 

Mr. HOLMAN 
this bill enlarges the 
| appointed? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. It does not. It merely 
authorizes the President to select from command- 
ers as well as from c aptains. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr.SEDGWIC K. moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
| ‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
| The States were called for resolutions and for 


Mr. 


I desire to inquire whether 


number of officers to be 


| 
| 
i 


} 


Ht 








bills of which previous notice was given. None 
were introduced, and the Speaker stated that there 
was no business before the House. 


QUESTION OF ADJOURNMENT. © 


Mr. VANDEVER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. FENTON. Im that whi n the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to mect on Monday next. 

Mr. COLFAX. That motion is not debatal ie, 
but I desire the indulgence of the House that 4 
may inquire of the Committee of Ways and Means 

vhat ime they expect we can adjourn sine die 
if we are only going to have a session of half an 


T should like to Know we 


hour in three days, 
cannot get away? 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no opinion as to the 
time when we can adjourn. That, I think, de- 
pends on the Senate. ‘The Committee 


f Way 


'} and Means have butasingle bill—a bill which they 


dcem absolutely essential to maintain the Govern- 
ment. That bill is in the Committee of the.W hole 
on the state of the Union. Without it the Te 
ury will be bankrupt in twenty days; but from 


is- 


the indications of the friends of the Administration 
here, for the past day or two, we are not encour 
aged to believe that the Administration will be 


sustained, If that is the case, the sooner we know 
it the better, that we may go home T intended 
to meve to go into the Committee of the Whol 


on the state of the Union immediately, for the 
yurpose of considering the tax bill. The House 
will be able to determine, by its course on this bill, 
whether it is worth while for us to stay here any 


longer, or whether we might not as well go home 
and let the Government take care of itself. Lam, 
therefore, unable to say what time we can adjourn, 
for that depends on the action of the sokes with 
reference to the tax bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Wi 
mit me to ask him a question with reference 
business before the committees of conference ? 


lithe gentleman per- 
to 


Mr. STEVENS. Certainly. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if 
there is no business hanging between the two 
tlouses before committees of conference? If so, 
| | think the House should remain in session till 


| ahi it business is disposed of, and till we get rid of 
| all the business with the exception of this tax 
bill, as it is called, before we adjourn, € think it 
very improper that the House should cet tei at 
this time till Mond: ay. [see no necessity for i 
Mr. STEVENS. [am not aware of any thin 4 
that is pending between the two Houses from our 
committee. Our committee of conference 
large appropriation bill reported yesterday, and 
the report was confirmed. ‘There was a dis 
mentaboutsome Senate amendments, but the com- 
mittees of conference have not yet been appointed. 
{ desire to know from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce whether that committee in- 
tends to report back, as [ think it its duty to do, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, or that it 


on the 


imres 


be negatived, a bill which I introduced and had 
referred to it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would say to the 
centleman from Pennsylvania that all the com- 


mittees of conference ordered by the House have 
been appointed. 
| Mr. STEVENS. I had hoped that the gentle- 
man would report back that bill. If reported with 
a negative recommendation [ intend to take the 
sense of the House upon it. I mean the bill re- 
- aling all laws that created ports of e ntry in the 
bel States. I do not consider that the bill which 
we have already passed at all meets the difficulty. 
| hope the gentleman will report back the bill, and 
if the committee is opposed to it, let it say so, and 
let us take the sense of the House upon it. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. In reply to the 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, I 
will state that the Committee on Commerce are 
considering the bill to which he refers. What re- 
port they will make upon it Lam unable to say. 
Whether they will make any report | am unable 
to say. Members of the committee have been in 
consultation on the subject with members of the 
Administration. It is a subject full of embarrass- 
ment, and there has been no indication made as yet 
in the committee, as to what action they will take. 


' 
echair- 


The question was taken on Mr. Fentron’s 
motion, and it was not agreed to. 
The question recurring on Mr. Vanpever’s 


motion, Mr. Vanpever withdrew it. 
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Mr. SPAULDING. Ides 
































some facts with reference to the cor n 
usury. In doing so, In t fo 
vé ‘ ht “ 1 ‘ i tr . 
what the nec sities of t Ti . 
ent time are. Wh VW m 
of C neress, in Dy I las ° i y 
empty—bankrupt. There was no m¢ ( Vy 
th public creditors, who were then } 
payment, Ther : ) 
pay members of 
de volved on the i 
atthat session was ry 
on the Governmen r 
act was passed ¢ 
it six per cent., - 
ity to 1ssuec lt t 
do rs, 1 b = 
Secretary of the’ 
to allow, after ac Ser- 
retary of the Tre ? 
and the best bids that he could « v } 
deemed it advisable to accept, wer t twelve per 
cent. interest. Some of the bids ranged higher, 
ind some lower than that amount. A ull W 
then made at twelve per cent. interest for 
pose of replenishing the Treasury for its imme- 
diat and pres¢ nt s. Subsequently 
of this loan was taken at rat fa 
ent. Interest per annum. O sth of J V 
$25,000,000 more was authorized by G ‘ 
ment to be negotiated; and on the 2d of \ ‘ 
further loan of $10,000,000 more was i | 
by the tarif b l a prov wv : 1 
authorizing the Secretary to issue any port of 
the $35,000,000 in s ms as low as fift: 
arate not exceeding six pei So 
that during the whole time sin 
; songress, tl pect ry « i 
th power, ! ! ( 
Pp ury notes, bea Ing SIX I 
terest, In sums as low as fifty dé rs. 
Now, sir, the funded debt of the Gov 
on the Ist of July, including the | 
various periods, of various d 
ing various rates of rest, am 
argregate, to §70,000,000, or the: ae 
Treasury notes which were at that t tstand- 
ing amounted in all to about $20,600,000. B 
since that time the Secretary of the T: 
borrowed upon Treasury notes, in ¥ ; 
at six percent., at sixty days, th 
est pe riod which he was ab! » DOrrow, 
the presentdemandsof the Treasury. T 
urer is in the market to-day wit Ss 
Treasury notes, without | r § g 
taken. The six per cent. coupon | i 
sold in New York at eighty-eich -cig 
anda halfcentson the dollar— s y 
per cent., or thereabouts. The tv 
Treasury notes of December last 
New Y ! k t tone | 
vu h Vv t! i Grover! 
le td nes y of d 
horized by Congress, except at ru 8 
of discour 
Here the hamn fell. ] 
By unanimous consent, Mr. Spacipine was 
permitted to proceed wit S 
Mr.SPAULDING. Treas s that 
ave been issued at various Is 
several advertisements, have b ’ 
Secretary the Treasury at 
f the present sess i ‘4, s 
port is now upon our tables. I[t s t 
the last advertising of coupon bonds, t : 
having twenty years to run, could only S I 
at eirhty , and some of the bids w S “ 
is eighty-two. Now this ought not to be. Itis 
true that the Trea I ame bank i Sty 
under the administ yn and perfidy S 





But, sir, I say to 
of allowing the Sec f the Tr 


. ha 
Coob. 











into the market with sury notes | ¢ 
ruinous rate of interest, we ought to levy x 
sufficientto give creditand confide 

of capitalists, so that we can borrow 
necessary to carry onthe Govet W 

at the last session of C ress, instead S fo 





1861. 


ample power in the Constitution to levy and col- 
lect taxes, and excises. We have 
power to le VY direct taxes, ample power to levy 
indirect taxes, ample power to le vy duties on fo 

eign im} pork tions, and within the States. kt 
now; the great question is, shall the Government 
be sust tained byt the Re} yrresentat ives of the } people 
coming up to the work and imposing the - ces- 

sary taxes for its support: ? 

The tables which | have given to the reporters 
will show that the real and personal property of 
this country is amply sufficient; that the basis is 
greatenough. And the question again comes back 
with double force upon us at this time, when we 
are entering upon a war, and a war that we must 
sustain at all hazards, at the peril of the existence 
of the Government itself, and which I will sustain 
by my ¢ ability and my vote to the extent of levy- 
ing taxes upon every spe cies of property that I 
possess. And sir, I believe my constituents will 
go to that extent. Now, sir, the recent statement 
of the Secretary of the Treasury exhibits the fact 
that there is no money in the Treas iry to carry 
this war. The Secr tary of the Tre: isury 1s 
in the market at this time for money, under the 
law which we have just passed; and it becomes a 
grave question whe ther we will venture to adjourn 
without supplying the Treasury with a basis on 
which the credit of the Government can be sus- 
tained. Unless we do this, I can assure this 
House that the Treasury will soon be bankrupt, 
your soldiers without pay, and the war cannot go 
on. You cannot borrow money in the market 
to-day except at ruinous rates of interest. What 
then will bring up the credit of the Governm« nti ° 

Nothing but the Re presentatives of the people 
coming up boldly and meeting the que of by 
voting the ways and means, which they have al- 

ready done, so far as relates to the men; and the 
men are ready with zeal to carry on this war. 
The only remaining thing, then, to be done is, to 
vote sufficient money to sust ain the credit of the 
Government. 

Now, sir, Il am not prepared to say that this 
bill which is in the hands of the members of this 
committee, and which comes from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, is the best that can be de- 
vised. It was pre pare d at the Treasury Depart- 
ment, it was considered in committee, and it is 
now here. I do not pretend to say it is perfect, 
for it had to be prepared hastily; and I never yet 

saw a perfectly just and e ne) tax bill. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee here abseil rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by Mr. Parton, one of 
their clerks, informing the House that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had notified the Senate 


imposts, ample 


on 


that he has approved and sigped a bill for the | 


relief of the widows and orphans of the officers, 
seamen, and marines of the United States sloop- 
of-war Levant, and for other purposes; and an 
act to provide for the temporary increase of the 
Navy. 

NROLLED BILL. 

Mr. GRANGER, 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled, an act making 
additional appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending June 30, 1862, and appropria- 
tions for arrearages for the fiscal year e amide 
30, 1861; when the Speaker signed the same. 

The committee again re sumed its session. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE—AGAIN. 
Mr. SPAULDING. Mr. Chairman, those of 


the committee who have read the re port of the 
Secrets ary of the Treasury made to this Congre ss 
at the commencement of its session, will be pre- 
pared to understand distinctly the present condi- 
tion of the Treasury. Ile informs us in that re- 
port, that we shall not be able to realize from the 
old tariff and the new tariff enough—by about 
twenty- -five or thirty million dollars—to carry on 
the Government for the current year. This must 
be bridged over in some w ay. Fou must raise by 
internal duties, or you must rai by direct tax- 
ation, a sum sufficient to meet the present emer- 
gency. I hold that there is one rule which must 
be complied with, be yond a doubt. We must 
raise each year money enough to meet the current 
expenses of the Government, and to pay interest 


BL 


THE 


from the Committee on En- 


CONGRESSLON 


on the money borrowed for the extraordinary 
expenses of the war. Unless this is done, the 
confidence in the credit of the Government wul 
be di stroyt d. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will the gentleman permit 
me to interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. SPAULDING. Certainly. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Inasmuch as there is no dif- 
ference of opinion whatever in regard to the ne- 


Cessi 


ty of raising this money, and as there is no 
question in reg rard to the willingne mee the House 
to-raise it, | want the Committe * Ways and 
Mea how us that this is the j Bes and the 
only way. If it is, then we are prepared to vote 
on it. Yet, while we are prepared to vote this 
tax, I have not heard a word from the Comnait- 
tee of Ways and Me: or from the gentleman 
from New York, as to whether this is the best 
and only way. Let us know something on that 
roint. 


Mr. SPAULDING. 


ns tos 
ins, 
,» Mr. 


Chatr- 


On that point 


man, [ will say, that if this bill 1s not pe ‘mapedvle 
are in the Committee of the Whole on the stat 
of the Union, considering it section by section for 


amendments, and now is the time to perfect it. If 
the gentleman has any views to submit, let him 
submit them in writing, as amendments to the 
bill, and let the House decide upon them. That 
way to get a perfect system. 

Now, as to a further basis of taxation. I have 
no objection sir, to include all the personal prop- 
erty that can be reached. All I ask is that we 
shall not shrink from our just resp prem tretes 
undertake, by whatever shift, to shuflle bill 
off. Let us meetthe question boldly, at impose 
a tax@pon real and personal property enough to 
satisfy the demar 
of the country. 


is the 


his 


ids of the time and the exigé ney 
This is our duty! The bill, as 
it was drawn at the Treasury Department, im- 
posesa tax intwo ways: upon re al estate,as 
hou . lots, and slave 83 and in the second place . 
it fixes an excise duty upon-various articles—a 


first, 


tax upon distilled spirits, watches, carriages, as 

well as a stamp duty upoy bank notes. if that 

be. not large enough, then, when we reach the 
! : ‘ | 2. ] 

several sections, Iet us enlarge them. Let us do 


that and go on with the bill. Let through 
with it, and put it upon trial; and do not let us, 
by any shufiling, endeavor to shift the responsi- 
bility from ourselves. We shall be held respons- 
ible by our constitue nts and by the country, Mr. 

Chairman—by the peopl le—whether we provide 
the means or not to p utd ywn this wicked rebellion. 

Let me repeat, sir, now, now is the time to per- 
fect the bill, as we consider it section by section 
for amendment. Ad¢ 1 to it a further basis of tax- 
ati ny if you so desire, and I will not object. I 
shall be glad to coéperate with any of the g gentle- 
men who cavil at this bill, to make it as perf ct 
as we can, and then to pass it. 

Mr. Chairman, we have gone on at this session 
and boldly met the question. We have given to 
the Government all the power necessary to bring 
into the field an army large enough to suppress 
speedily and effectually the existing rebellion. 
We have done everything on our part that we 
could do, in the way of legislation, to hold up the 
hands of the Government and to carry on this 
war, except only this one measure. We cannot 
adjourn, sir, without doing our whole « duty in this 
respect. ‘The people are zealous in this cause. 
They will sustain us. I am not afraid that our 
constituents will not stand behind us, and push 
forward every measure for the suppression of this 
rebellion. The y will sustain us in raising all the 
money hecessary to support this war. I only 
ask that we should not evade our responsibility. 
I have no feeling in the matter other than to sub- 
serve the public good. It isa duty from which 
we cannot, and from which we ought not to es- 
cape, if we could. As the reading of the bill pro- 
gresses, let us perfect it; let it be reported to the 
eg: ‘and then sent to the Senate. I understand 
that that body has suggestions of its own to sub- 
mit. Then, after a conference between the two 
Houses on the disagreeing votes, we shall be able 
I do not believe at 
this session that we can get an entirely perfect 
Atthe 


] ‘ ' 
rislation, still 


us £o 


to get a tolerably perfect bill 


bill, but we can approximat 
next session we can, by other I 


further perfect it. 


perfection. 


I wish to say a word in conclusion. I believe 
that we are now ente ring upon a sys tem of taxa- 
tion which is to last for years. We have already 


AL GLOBE. 


| all, it 


| that this mode of collection will be 


‘} s] 

“ao 
increased the expenses of the Gevernment this 
year up to between three and four hundre r million 


dollars. Every soldier brought into the ld w 


cost $1,000 a year, if we take into consideration 

the cavalry, arullery, tran portation, and® all th 
wd 

appurtenances attending our Army. You cannot 

carry this war onupon any Lyunesystem. The 


Administration is pushing on the war with vi 
Eighty regiments have. been accepted this week. 
The credit of the Government 

tained; and that has to be done by the R 
atives of the people showing a determination to 
tax the property of the country to that 
the flag of our country floats in 
every foot of American soil, 

Mr. DIVEN. Mr. Chairman, I have examined 
this bill during the last two days with consid: 
able care, and I must say, after that examination, 
that I regard it, in the anape in which ‘ 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, as th 
most pr rfect bill that could = pr 
House for the purpose of 
point we have in view. Whatis necessary to sus 
tain the credit of the country? Why , to secure 
to the lenderacertainty of a return for the 
lox ined, Loge ther with the ce rtainty of the regular 
payment of interest upon it. What wiil afford to 
the lender Why, sir, a lien 
upon the real property of the country. Lendey 
lend gnoney at a lower rate of interest upon real 
property, than upon any other kind In this bill 
we propose to pledge the real estate of the cou 
a“, for the security of the loans of th: 


to ve SUS 


vill hav 


present 


end, untl 


tr umph ove 


sens d to the 


answering the exact 


money 


the best security? 


Grove ronment. 


I admit that itis not just that real estate should 
bear all of the tax ido not cont nd, sir, that the 
tax levied is entire aN equal. I defy the ingenuity 


of man to invent a revenue bill that will operat 


( qually. No tariff has ever been passed that oper 
ated equally uponall, No property tax was ever 
adjusted so as to operate equally. None ever 

be so adjust d. ‘This tax has been levied upon 
the most certain kind of property sand upon prop 


erly the most deeply concerned in sustaining the 
Government and its institutions. ‘The man who 
has his wealth in money can put it into his pock« 
and, leaving his own distracted land, remove to 
any other country he may select. Notso with 
the owner of real « tiis prop riv cs 
for its value upon the stability of the Government 
where it is located. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been said by my colleague 
[Mr. Roscor Conk ine] that this impositien of 
tax upon real estate will operate hardly upon the 
rural districts and upon the farming interest of the 
country. Let me tell him that in the State which 
heand myself have the honor in part to represent, 
the valuation of real estate will show that t 
cities and towns predominate over the rural d 
tricts. [can name a man inthe city of New York 
who, under this bill, will pay as much tax as on 
fourth of his entire half of 


state, 


penas 


| 


e 


constituency or one 
my own. I tell you, sir, that for the purpose of 
securing certainty to the lender, fer the purpo 
of placing our credit upon a sure foundation, and 


securing money ata low rate 


for the purpose of 
of inter st, no te mptation can be offered a lendes 
that would be equal to the levying of a tax upon 
real estate 

One word to those who are in favor 
a tax upon pe sonal prope ry y as well 
low is that to be « Sti W 
re coal to equality and justice? If 
must be by taxing the pers 
found in possession of individuals. Let 
the city of New York. ‘There the asses 
be conducted to the large commission houses, 
where are deposited hundreds and thousands of 
dollars’ worth of the products of Ohio and Illi 
nois, and the other western States. The assessoi 
will assess that property in the hands of comm: 
sion merchants; but willthose merchants pay tax 
upon that property? We could in that way I 
much of our contribution from those p 
the West. In like manner, go to our gr 
houses where property is deposited, 
lions; where those with whom itis 
the slightest of all interest in it. 


of levying 
upon re ul 
th any 
carried out at 
property 


us goto 


estat 
onal 


sor may 


oduets of 
at store 
worth mil 
deposited hi v 
I tell you, 


found impra 


ticable. It is truce, it cannot be said that the con 
mittee have pre sent d USA bill which will o7 i 
in all respects justly. I can tell you also that 
your tariff does not, by a long way, operate with 
as m ch ju ty 3$as this , 


e hammer fi i.) 
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{ move toamend by striking 


Mr. EDGERTON. 


out all after the nineteenth line 

Mr. Chairman, I was resolved, when this bill 
came up, extraordinary as it 1s, to say nothing in 
relation to 4 nd I certainly ahoala have said 
nothit int ition to it, butfor the more extraor- 
dinary defense of it We are told by gentlemen 
morning, that this is the best bill that could 
I ibly be devised for the purposes for which it 
in designed, At the same time we are told that it 

the best bill, because it pledees the real estate 
ofthe country for the paym nt of thistax, I k 
those gentlemen if it is fair, | ask if it is right, 
that this war should be sustained wholly by th 
landed interest of the country? I ask if the farm- 
ers of the country are to have their lands pledged 


as security for the payme nt of this de bt, while 


the great stockholders, the money lenders, and 
the merchant princes of Wall stree c. and all the 
great capitalists, are to go free, and bear none of 
these burdens? I tell gentlemen that the common 
sense of the people will condemn this bill. They 
will see no reason, if the farmers of the country 
should pay four dollars tax upon his wagon or 
buggy that ts worth $100, why a man who has 
$100 out at interest, at ten or fifteen per cent., 


hould not pay the same. The farmer whose land, 


we are told, is pledged for the raising of this tax, 
will not be able to comprehend why his land, 
which nets him less than three per cent., Mould 
be taxed, while the man who loans thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of dollars at ten per 
cent,, pays nothing. You cannot satisfy them 
that such a course is right. Gentlemen say that 
this is as just a bill as can be devised. I tel! you 
amore odious bill cannot be devised, and ‘one 


which the people will more promptly discard. 
Will you tell them that their lands are mortgaged, 
and at the same time tell them that the wealth of 
the country, the personal property of the country, 
the money and merchandise of the country. ro 
free { tell you it will create a storm among the 
farmers of the country which cannot be resisted. 
While the men of the agricultural districts are 
loyal and true, and ready to do their full part, and 
more than their part to sustain this war; while 


} 
they are ready to send forth their 
heatand burden of battle, t) 


sons to bear the 


ey are not willing that 


their farms, worth three or five thousand dollars, 
shall bear the whole burden, while the moneyed 

wealth of the country, t! ick-jobbers, bankers, 
seal aces and moneyed men are to go free. It 
is unjust and’ unequal; and it is no excuse for 
this bill, to say the States can assume the debt 
Suppose that, hereafter, a political party should 
arise inany of the States, wishing to make polit- 
ical capital out of this matter, and should refuse 
to have the State assume the amount: then this 
unequal tax will be levied epon the aay | iolders 
of the country, and the moneyed wealth goes 
untaxed, i 

I say itisa thousand times better that this Gov- 
ernment should suffer a depreciation of its credit 
for the time than that such a bill as this should 
pass. It would be better, because the passege of 

ch a bill as this would infuse at once into our 
people a spirit of discont and raise a clamor 
against the prosecution of this war, because of 
the injustice of this bill It would array the 
farmers of the country as one man against it. 
While they are willing to bear their proper bur- 
dens, they are not wuling that the more wealthy 
shall escape. : 


I have said to this 
country, t 


such bill. 


to the 
|, | will vote for no 
demand it; the 


House, and I gay 
what wil 


dar Ss hot 


that, come 


Tl ne 


lime ne- 
cessities of the Government do not require it. If 
you will frame a bill which will equalize the in- 


1 will wil eladiy, vote for it; I 
duty here if I did not, 


ve fals tonry constituents if I should 


cumbrance, ingly, 

should be recreant to my 
aa I nell | 
vote for this. 

Mr. DIVEN. Whenthe centleman from Ohio 
assumes that the farmers who own three five 
thousand dollars’ worth of real estate are to pay 
all this tax, he assumes what is by no means a 
fact. I tell the ntleman there is scarcely a 
banker or stock-jobber in the city of New York 
but will pay, under this bill, a tax, in 
proportion to what he is worth, greater than what 
the farmer who owes no debt, and lives upon the 
products of his farm, will have to pay. 

And I tell the gentleman from Ohi 
takes the character of his ¢ 


cre 


have 


) that he mis- 
tuency, and of the 


onset 


THE 


CON 


agricultural interests of the country, if he believe 
th it those who have left their plows standing in 
the furrows, their teams unharnessed, and rushed 
to fight the battles of their country, will falter 
when the y arec illed — sustain the creditof 


the country. No, sir, they will not falter; and 
f we leave these Halls without providing for 
the credit of the country, the very thing upon 


which our success all depends, and without wh ch 
war never has been and never can be successfully 
prosecut d; if we return to our homes Sere 
putting the credit of the country upon a firm basis, 
we shall be greater cowards than any man who 
fled from the field of battle on Sunday last; and 
we will deserve the sneers and the contempt of 
our ¢ tituents, and we will receive them. 

Why do not _these men, who are opposed to 
this bill, propose another and a better one? I 
know an income tax has been talked of. Sir, 
have the people considered what an income tax 
is? In England, where men are living upon their 
investments, upon their consols, upon their bonds 
and mortgages, and have a certain fixed income, 
an income taxis a tangible thing. But when you 
come to the imposition of an income tax here, I 
would like to have the assessor fix my income, 
which depends upon the result and success of my 
I could not tell what itis. If I can 
support my family, | am content; but if called 
upon to tell what I receive, it would be a riddle 
to me, as much as it would be to the assessor. 

So asto the merchant who one year 1s success- 
ful and makes $10,000, and the next yout is un- 
successful and loses $10,000—one year up and 
another down—how are you to fix rs income? 
I have said, and I repeat, we require something 

ingible that we can place at the disposal of the 
creditor, to show that the security is sure and cer- 
tain; and hence this direct tax should be levied 
upon something specific. 

Now I did not piecemeal, to discuss 
the merit but I call upon this House, 
if they are sincere in their profe ssion of sustain- 
ing this Government, if the y are sincere in their 
de ( claration that to every extent, that to the utmost 


ynis 


profe SS1LON. 


propose, 


s of this bill: 


farthing the vy possess, they will rive it to the 
| country, let the m come forward in the hour of 


their country’s need, and sustain its credit. 

The gentleman from Illinois has said that we 
are all agre ed as to the necessity of doing some- 
thine. Does the gentleman reme — that but 
yesterday a proposition was made to postpone 
this question until December, and tha ut that very 
proposition came very near carrying? Does it 
look as though the House compre +hended the dan- 
ger to our credit, when but yesterday we passed 
an expediency bill which, to my mind, brought 
more dismay to the country than the disasters 
of Sunday last—a bill authorizing the issuing 
of shinplasters by the Government at nine per 
cent. interest; and when we 
Secre tary of the Tre asury that our securities are 
selling at little over eighty per cent.,a discount of 
nearly twenty per cent.? W hen our credit is going 
down with a run, shall we postpone a measure 
that ts nadiannr’ to restore it No, Let the 


first thing this Congress does be to place 


sir. 


of the country upon a secure foundation. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
The amendment was not agreed to, 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here the committee rose informally; and Mr. 
Wuire of Indiana, having taken 4 chair as 
Speaker pro tempore, a message was rv ital from 
the Senate, by Mr. Patron, of its clerks, 
which announced that the Senate insisted on its 
disagreement to the amendments of the House to 
the bill of the Senate to provide for the construc- 
tion of one or more armored ships and floating 
batteries, and for other purposes, had agreed to 
the conference asked by the House on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on said bill, and 


one 


son, managers of said conference on the part of 
the Senate. 
INCREASED REVENUE BILL—AGAIN. 

The Committee of the Whole ont! 
Union then resumed its session. 

Mr. CUTLER. 
strike out the last proviso to the section. 
Mr. Chairman, 


1e state of the 


I desire, 
to submit to the committee some 


remarks of a general character upon the bill now 
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| the justice of any tax that is to be Impose d. 


4 


the credit | 


- 





_duly 26, 


nl r discussion; and in nites it, l am very willl 
ing to acce st the assurance of the gentleman from 
Illinois, (Mr. Lovesoy,] that there is a very 
eral aatsibon on the part of this House not to 
abandon their labors here until the public wants 
are fully provided for, and untl as Administra- 
tion is fully sustained in its efforts to crush outt 
rebellion. Lam willing als 
tion now 1s simply a qui 
entinterests of this great 





rene 


ils 
so to admit that the ques- 
tween the ditfer- 


t 


suion be 
country in regard to the 
imposition of a tax which, under any cag all cir- 
cumstances, is met with reluctance by any pe opl 
lam willing also to admit the claim that in the 
levying of a tax for the purpose of maintaining 
the public credit, it is an element in that public 
alien that the tax shall be cheerfully borne. | 
am willing also to admit the fair and just el 
put forth here ; that this tax should be so distri 
uted as to fall fairly, equally, and justly, upon the 
shoulders of all classes of our pe op le I think, 
however, that in the discussion of this question 
as a practical matter, we may narrow it down to 
that single point, and see where we stand. Ac- 
cording to the statement in the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Tre asury, the total valuation of this 
country amounts to” $16,000,000,000. Of that 
amount,about one third is personal and mont two 
thirds real estate; the 


aim 


proportion being, according 
to my recollection, as forty-eight to one aa dred 
and twelve. Here, then, it seems to me that we 
have a fair starting point for a calculation as t 
if 
the wealth and property of this country consist 
of real and personal estate in the proportion of 
forty-eight to one hundred and twelve, it seems 
to be a fair conclusion that the tax ought to be 
levied somewhat in that proportion as divided 
between these two classes of property. 

Now, sir, the bill, as it stands, proposes to levy 
§30,000,,0 0U upon real estate, in the shape of a 
direct tax; but it also provides that a certain 
amount shall be gathered from other The 
real question, therefore—if it be narrows d down 
to a question of fairness between the different 
of property—is, whether the taxes on tl 
classes of personal property enumerated make up 
that one third of the amount. I suppose, sir, that 
they will nearly do it. 

Mr. SPAULDING. 
P ly $10,000,000. 

Me. EDGERTON. Will my colleague allow 
me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. CUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Isuggestthat, ofthe classes 
of personal property enumerated, on which taxes 
are to be levied—such as watches and carriages— 


sources, 


c lasses 


Yes, sir; they will sup- 


a large portion are held by the landholders. 


|as a question of fairness between the 
are informed by the || 


| not expected that there will be realiz 


| enall ee “20 
reany I q 


Mr. CUTLER. Iwill come to that. 


trying to get at a practical view 


ButI am 
of this question, 
different 
of property holders in the country. Ifl 
understand the proposition, then, of the com- 
mittee, it amounts to this: that there will be 
$30,000,000 levied upon real estate in this coun- 
try; but, if Iam correct in my supposition, it is 
) ed for present 
emergencies from the rebellious St the 
portion that is assigned to them,and consequently 
there will be realized from the loyal States only 
$20,000,000, while the demands of the Treasury 
uire the $30,000,000. This I sup PP ost 
to be the fact. [Mr. Spavutpine was unders! im 
to assent. ] Very well; you have got 30,000,000, 
in round numbers, to raise. Now,1f we rais 
~ $20,000,000 out of that 830, 000, 000 from the real 
estate of the loyal States, ‘and if the gentleman 
who has made the statement is courect--end I cer- 
tainly shal! not call itin question—that $10,000,000 
will be raised from the personalties named in the 


classes 3 


ates pro- 


e 


| bill, you have really got a fair division of th tax 


between the different “classe s of property. Ito 


remains to make a fair division of this amou < 


| among the diffe rent articles of personal property. 
had appointed Messrs. Hate, Grimes,and THom- || 


Iam willing to admit what my colleague has 
suggested, th: it some of the articles named as a 
sonal property to be taxed, are owned mainly b 
owners of real « state, and to that extent it op r 


| ates not as a relicf to them, but as an additional 


I move; as an amendment, to |} 


burden. But there are other considerations to be 
taken into account, when now, for the first time 
in the history of this country, we are attempung 
to build up a : pub lic creditin view of a permanent 
national di bt. And what is public credit? Why 
sir, it means armies; it means navies; it means 
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ordnance; it means munitions of war; it means 


the life of the nation. We are to-day upon trial 
whether a Republic can live in the civilized world; 
and it all depends upon whether we can establish 
public credit. That is what it all turns upon. 
We, sir, sitting here in our places, must not cast 
our eyes solely behind us, to inquire what our 
constituents will say in regard to a measure of 
this kind. We must remember that the bonds 
issued by this Government, representing its sov- 
ereiguty, are to go Into the hands of men whoare 
accustomed to scrutinize closely all these ques- 
tions that lieat the very foundation of publiccredit. 
They know that the great wealth of this country 
consists in its real estate. They know that we 
are a young people. They know that we have 
not accumulated toany great extent money; but 
that our real wealth consists in the soil. Then, 


sir, as a matter of course, they will regard the | 


real estate as the best basis of our credit. Sup- 
pose I apply to you, sir, for a loan of $1,000—apd 
lam sure | hope you have money to lend—you 
knowing that my property consists principally in 
real estate, and the question of interest comes up 
between us: you ask me,as a very natural ques- 
tion, **how is the interest to be paid??? Tsay to 
you ** Lhave a peck of railroad stocks, a hatful of 
fourth mortgage bonds; I have a fine span of bay 
horses, and any amount of personal property, and 
I will give you security on all these.’> My im- 
pression is, that you would say to me at once, 
‘‘ if you want my money, you must give me the 
best security you have; I know you havea snug 
homestead to live upon; you can give me a mort- 
gage on your homestead, and then you can have 
the money, but not otherwise.” 

This war is notto be concluded happily and pros- 
perously for this country, until we have tested 
our credit in the money markets of the world. 
This idea of keeping up our credit by the issue 
of shinplasters is all gammon. Iam willing to 
admit that you can issue Treasury notes toa cer- 
tain amount, yet not very much further than the 
ordinary receipts in cash of your revenue will ab- 
sorb. ‘The moment you undertake to flood the 
country with them, you will depreciate your se- 
curities at home; and when your securities are 
depreciated at home, you have no credit abroad. 

think the committee have done wisely in lay- 
ing the foundations of public credit, by imposing 
taxes for payment of interest on the best property 
of the country. Ifthe proportion is too heavy— 
as I think is the case—on real estate, let that be 
reduced, and a corresponding increase made in 
the tax upon personal property—such as moneys 
and credit bonds, stocks, and, if necessary, resort 
to an income tax. While it is impossible, in the 
short time allowed, to perfect a system of entire 
fairness and equality, you will thus have secured 
the main object—a permanent basis of national 
credit, and a fair equalization of the burdens 
among the people. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Chairman, I occupied 
the time of the House about five minutes yester- 
day. I shall occupy it five minutes more now, 
and then I do not propose to take up any further 
time. I do not know but that this bill can be put 
through this House by appeals to the fears of 
members, and by telling them that they must pass 
this bill, or they deny credit to the Government; 
and that they are raising their voices to stop the 
operations of the Army, and to prevent a success- 
ful prosecution of the war; but, for one, I shall 
not give my vote upon any such consideration. 
It is a question, not whether we will raise the ne- 
cessary means to carry on the operations of the 
Government, but how we willraise them? I may 
say for myself—and, if I were allowed, I might 
say it fora large majority of this House—that this 
is the only question; and when any gentleman 
rises here and undertakes to place any member of 
this House in any other position, without his 
consent, he does him injustice. 

_ Now, sir, we have power under the Constitu- 
ion to tax all the property of the country to carry 
onthe war. There is no doubt of that, upon an 
examination of the case which has been adverted 
to here, We can tax it in some mode, if we can- 
not impose on it what is technically called a * di- 
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| and equal in its operation.on all classes. Without | 


Secretary. 


| slaves.”’ 


|| the committee to dispose of it as they please. 


| discretion, a written note or memorandum. 


rect tax.”’ If so, why should we not do it? Why | 


should we stickle about terms? Why should we 
not impose the burdens which are to fall upon the 
people of this country equally, in proportion to 
their ability to bear them? This bill proposes to 


* 


| of sickness or absence from home, shall, moreover, forfeit 
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and pay the sum of $100, to be recovered for the use of the 
United States, with costs of suit, in any court having com 
petent jurisdiction,” 


impose a tax of $30,000,000 upon the real estate 
of the country, and it is not because personal es- 
tate cannot be taxed. Itis said by some gentle- 
men that it is because the creditor has a right to 
the best securities the country can afford. If, of 
ten tax payers, six are owners of real estate and 
and four owners of personal property, are the lat- 
ter to be exempt from taxes because real estate Is 
the best security? Is that the argument that is 
to prevail here? If the Committee of Ways and 
Means cannot frame a bill that will impose the 
burden of this war equitably, L do not see how 
any member can be called upon to vote for it. 

There is a large class of property, which this 
bill does not touch at all, which is to be entirely 
exempt from taxation under this bill. Is it 
enough to say that we can make a better billnext 
winter? If we can make a better bill next winter, 
we can wait till next winter to make it. I do not 
believe that our credit is sinking so low in the 
country that we cannot borrow any amount of 
money we need. We certainly will not improve | 
our credit bya bill which nobody believes we are 
going to stand by. 


I desire to say one word to the committee as a 
reason for this amendment. It seems to me that 
after providing that the assessors may leave at 
any dwelling-house or place, the occupant of 
which 1s absent, a notice r quiring him to furnish 
a list, if the occupant fails to furnish it it is vis- 

| iting on him a sufficient penalty to authorize the 
assessor to go on his lands and premises, and 
inake, at his own discretion, a list and valuation, 
which list shall stand, like the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, irrevocable and unchangeable in 
reference to the value of the property, without 
| ordaining that the man who has the list mack 
| against him shall be mulcted in heavy damages 
and severe penalties. 

Mr. SPAULDING. There ts no objection Lo 
the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Although not 
responsible for the grammar of this bill, yet Lam 
willing to contribute ( itsimprovement. I move 
to amend the twelfth section, by striking out, in 
the tenth line, the word ** to,’’ between the words 


But, sir, let us look at the 
condition of capitalists as well asat the condition 
of tax-payers. Will not capitalists furnish means 
to carry on the war? If not, what are their secu- || **and’’ and ‘* make,’’ so that it will read: 
rities worth? what is their personal property \| It shall be the duty of the assessor for such district 
worth? what are their choses in action worth? I || and he is hereby authorized and required, to enter into and 
think they have the strongest motive for supply- |} upon Che real estate, 1 be necessary, and take such view 
. : : . ' thereot, and make lists of the same. 
Ing means to carry on the war. If you pass this | 
bill, you will find that a large class of the com- 
munity will say, ** you are taxing my property 
to carry on this war,and my neighbor, who owns | 
perhaps half the property on which I pay taxes, 
pays nothing.”’ Is that the way in which we are 
to continue the unanimity with which the nation 
is coming up to this great contest? It does not The CHAIRMAN. Itean only be done by 
| fear more to go back to |} unanimous consent. 
my constituents, after giving my vote for an un- | Mr. ROSCOECONKLING. Imove, proforma, 
just bill that taxes one half of the community and || to amend the fifteenth section by striking out the 
does not tax the other half, than I do if I stand || last word. I wish to eall the attention of the com- 
up and say that, whena proper billis introduced, || mittee to the importance of the section; and I 
1 will vote for it, and not till then. I prefer to || desire to say to the chairman of the Committce 
trust to the general credit of the country. \| of Ways and Means, who seems to have taken 
As the hammer is about to fall, I conclude, Mr. || exception to my strictures on the bill, that | do 
Chairman, by saying, that if such modifications || 


The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I suggest that, for the 
purpose of facilitating business, we pass over all 
the sections which are merely of detail, to the 
thirty-ninth section. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I object to that. 


seem to me to be so. 


j so because another member of the committee has 
shall be made in the billas shall make it bear with \| said that the bill comes from the Treasury De- 
even an approximate equality upon all the taxable || partment, and was not drawn by the chairman of 
property of the country, I shall cheerfully give it || the Committee of Ways and Means. If it had 
my vote, and should if the amount involved in the || been, perhaps | should not venture to make these 
bill were greatly larger than itis; orif the amount || suggestions. [ want the committee to notice the 
of the tax on the real estate of the country shall |} immense importance of this section; and in refer- 
be reduced, may so vote, trusting that the next || ence to it, lask members to turn to the end of the 
Congress will bring within its taxing power other |} twenty-second section, where they will find it 
property now omitted, soas to make the law just || enacted that the valuation, assessment, and ap- 
| portionment made by the board of assessors shall 
the one or the other of these amendments, with |} remain in force; and that the taxes laid by this 
my present opinions, | should be compelled, |} act shall be laid and imposed yearly and every 
though with great reluctance, to record my vote || year until altered, modified, or abolished by law. 
against its passage. || ‘This fifteenth section, and the proceedings under 
-Mr. CUTLER, by unanimous consent, with- \| it,are the basis on which this board of equalizers 
drew his amendment. | are to fix an irrevocable valuation for the laying 
| 
1] 
1} 
| 


a ail cae a Saiaillle cons | of this tax F > ¢ ttee wil) Cf his 
MESSAGE FROM TILE PRESIDENT. of this tax. If the committee will look at this 
Th be nf i oe section, and survey for one moment the geograph- 
he co ittee rose rmally;% a messi : ; 
; B SOS URS PONS es — Vmessases |! ical districts which this ‘proceeding is to cover, 
in writing, was received from the President of the 


= 7 : : | and the numerical considerations belonging to it 
United States, by Mr. N y s Private . . ae 5 
Jnited es, by Mr. Niconay, his Private | [ think they will see that it will be totally impos- 


| sible for any man, even if he have a lawyer to 
| assist him, ever to have his property assessed as 
The committee resumed its session. it should be, unless perchance that Sepeeegiees ty 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to amend the eighth in the first instance exactly right. I he twenty- 
section of the bill by striking out the words “*and || second line has a proviso that it shall be the duty 
r * | of the assessor to advertise and attend two suc- 
| cessive days atthe court-house of the county; and 
it is subsequently provided, in the thirty-eighth 
The amendment was rejected. i line, — the sxc of - — : — shall -_ 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I move toamend |] 12.) the committee ill peneaine that if anes aan’, 
the tenth section by inserting in the fifth line, after See ae ag tang i AA aa ae fies 
the word ‘* person,’’ the words, ‘* with some per- an wl a i t cd I e h ee : i oan d owe t 
son of suitable age and discretion;’’ so that the aa oa Se od ee - a ‘ wie a al 
inehannient alll iaeeao the court-house, it is necessary that a personn 
|| notice shall be served, returnable five days from 
| that time, at which time the assessor is to be at 
| the court-house of some other county, in some 
| other part of the State; and this man 1s to follow 
him up with counsel in order to see that the equal- 
ization is made perfect. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, there are various other 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I moveto amend |} things about this section, only one of which will 
the eleventh section, by striking out the following || | consume the time of the committee by callin 
words: ||} attention to. In two days this assessor is to con- 
‘ And the persomso failing or neglecting, unless in ease }{ Sider, not mere ly for the urpose of that year, as 
| the people are accustomed to in our State, but for 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL—AGAIN. 


I will not occupy the time of the com- 
mittee in discussing the amendment; but leave 


That in case any person shall be absent from his place of 
residence at the time an assessor shali call to receive the 
list of such person, it shall be the duty of such assessor, or 
assistant assessur, to leave at the house or place of resi- 
dence of such person, with some person of suitable age and 


The amendment was agreed to. 





noe 
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the purpose of determining this valuation forever, 
nil the appeals that arise, on all the rrounds that 
t din writing under the provisions of 

, ion. No tribunal could do it in two days. 
jt } mal contd do itin ten days, even 
if there was no objection to it for the length of 
t for which the valuation is continued. 

In short, it does seem to me that, considering 
the vastly important office which this section is 
to perform, it needs a variety of amendments in 
order to enable any person that shall be aggrieved 
by the action of the assessor to set. himself right. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is very easy to criticise 


almost a 


thing bette 


bill; but not so easy to substitute any- 
rinits p! ce, I do not understand the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from New 


York, which is simply to strike out the word 


** assessors,’’ to be an attempt to make the section 
any better than itis now. If the gentleman hus 
any amendment which will improve the bill, I 
should be glad to hear it and to vote for it As 
to the notice 6f five days, which the gentleman 
says ought not to be riven to the person the 
valuation of whose. prope®y it proposed to 
increase—— 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I did not say 
that. j 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I misunderstood the 


' 
reitlieman, 


I thought he complained of this no- 
tice. Lhave to say that I think notice ought to 
be given to any man the valuation of whose prop- 
erty it proposed to increase. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Chairman, 
I was very unfortunate in making myself under- 
sees by the chairman of the ¢ Sommittee of W ays 
d Means. What 1 said was this: lines twenty- 
soceateeaaieh inca iea ection provide ** that 


it shall be the duty of the said assessor to adver- 
tise and attend two suc sive days of the said 
twenty-five, at the court-house,”’ &e. That tri- 
bunal, then, is to exist for only two days at one 
plac The line upon wl ich the gentleman is 
commenting requires that five days’ notice shall 
be given before any action shall be taken. Now, 


how the two things can stand together is a ques- 
tion | should like the gentleman to explain. 

Mr. STEVENS. |! there is no dif- 
ficulty in these assessors adjourning from time to 
time to consider appeals. “The meaning of 

rentleman refers is that 


suppose 


} the 
provision to which the 
the asses shall remain in session for at least 
two days to receive appeals. They may then 
adjourn to a subsequent day for hearing the ap- 
peals. The system will work in this way: a 
man comes before them and complains that he is 
assessed much higher than others around him. 
The assessors may reduce the valuation of his 
pre p erty without del: iy, if they shall so determ- 
ine; but th y shall not increase the valuation of 
his neighbor, who is not before them, without 
first giving him five days’ notice that his tax is to 
be raised. Ile did not complain of his tax, and 
it is not justice to him to raise his tax without 
giving him an opportunity to be heard. The 
object is to equi lize the taxes. The gentleman 
frown New York, for instance, comes before the 
assessors and says his tax is higher in proportion 
to the value of his property than his neighbor’s. 
‘The assessors, on hearing his statement, conclude 
it necessary, for the purpose of equaliz ring the 
valuation, not to reduce the tax of the gentleman 
from New York, but toincrease that of his neigh- 
bor. They therefore give notice to the neighbor 
that they are about to raise the valuation of his 
property. ‘They may reduce the valuation of the 
gentieman’s property, if they so determine, with- 
out delay, but they may not increase the valua- 
tion of his neighbor’s. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, by unanimous 
consent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I move to amend- 
the twenty-second section, by striking out all 
after the thirty-eighth line, as follows: 


‘And it is hereby enacted and dec 

assessment, equalization, and 
by the said board ot 
remain in full force and operat 
collecting, yearly and eve 
this act laid and imposed 
ished by law 


Now, Mr. ¢ 


sors 


lared that the valua- 
apportionment, made 
atoresaid, shall be and 
ion for laying, levying, and 
ry year, the annual direct tax by 
, until altered, modified, or abol 


tion, 


assessors, as 


hairman, the words I propose to 


strike out have this effect: no matter what may 
be the oversi pee or misfortune of a tax payer in 
having his property wrong fully assessed, the val- 


uation so fixed must be kept, perpetuated, carried 


, 


| constantly 


forward as long snthie bill remains unrepealed and 
unamended, as the basis of the amount of tax he is 
to pay. gain, | hope I shall succeed in calling 
ttentir House to this effect of the bill 
as it new Suppose the real estate of a 
man, with the improvements uy sed 
at $90,000; his buildings burn down; the iron 
. eel of war passes and tramples down his 


the a mn of the 
stands. 


On Il, 1S asses 


over 


roperty—as it is very likely to do much prop- 
aa not very far from here, at this time: yet the 
assessment continues; yet the valuation under 


this bill goes on, unless this act is repealed or 
modifiéd; for there is no other mode of changing, 
or adjusting, or modifying the valuation, when it 


has been once fixed. We on ly provide by this bill 
for equalization and adjustment in regard to States 
and districts; but no change, or adjustme nt, or 


equalization, in respect to the valuation of indi- 
vidual property,is authorized. Whenonce made, 
ft is made for always; no matter what changes 
may take place by time, or by whatever causes 
which mi iy affect the value of real estate to de- 
stroy its vi alue. 

Mr.STEVENS. Itis true, Mr. Chairman, that 
this bill contemplates but one valuation, unless 
Congress should authorize and provide; but it is 


to be hoped that it will not be necessary to con- 


tinue this tax longer than two or three years. By 
the laws of most of the States, I believe, it is pro- 
vided that the assessment of real estate 
triennial. Such is the fact in my own State, and 
I presume it is in most of the States. Personal 
prope rty is assessed yearly, but real estate only 
triennially. The gentleman says it is yearly in 
New York. It may be there, but it is triennial in 
mest of the States; and if the necessity of this tax 
continues for only two or three years, no greater 
ine quality or inconvenience can occur than occurs 
in the States. If, however, it should 
be found necessary to continue the tax for a longer 
period, Congress may provide for a new 
ment. The gentleman surely would not authorize 
a new assessment every year. That would sim- 
ply provide 
nui ully to overrun the country, which the 


asSess- 


ge ntle- 


| man objects to so strenuously as provided for in 


this bill. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I think it is de- 
sirable to avoid the necessity of this army of 
office-holders altogether, and therefore l have been 
struggling for an arrangement by which 


shall be | 


for a new army of office-holders an- | 


that | 


smaller army of office-seekers, and less odious | 


one, provided by the States themselves, shall avoid 


the necessity of such a provision on the part of the 


Federal Government. 

Mr. STEVENS. But the gentleman does not 
tell us how we can enforce such a provision. The 
rentleman does not tell us where we can find in 
the Constitution any power toenforce it. If there 
be any such power [am sure the gentleman would 
have discovered it before now. The Committee 
of Ways and Means have searched diligently for 

uch a power, but have been unable to find it, and 
have so reported to the House. I repeat, that if 
the gentleman can find any way of enforcing such 
a provision under the Constitution, and will offer 
an amendment embodying his plan, | shall be 
most happy to support ic 

In the to which the gentleman alludes 
where a man’s house has burned down, it is true 
there is no. new valuation; but in the States some 


case 
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ent, I hope the provisions of the bill will not be 
materially altered in this respect. They have been 
found to work well in athens: cases. They are what 
was adopted in 1813 and 1815; and they are in 
conformity to the construction of the ¢ \- 
tion, uader which direct taxes alone can be levied. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. ROSCOECONKLING. Mr. Chairman 
I offer an amendment to which I think there cay 
be no objection: 

Insert these words: “* with some person of suitable age 
and discretion ;”’ so that the bill will read : 

And in case of sueb distraint, it shall be the duty of the 
officer charged with the collection to make, or cause to }y 
made, an account of the goods or chattels which may }y 
distrained, a copy of which, signed by the officer making 
such distraint, shall be left with the owner or possessor oj 
such goods, chattels, or effects, or at his or her dwelling, 
with some person of suitable age or discretion, witha note 
of the sunedemanded, and the time and place of sale. 


sonstit 


The amendment was agreed to. 


‘Mr. SHELLABARGER. I move the follow- 


| ing amendment: 


eral circulation 3”? 


| tax has become due and payable, 


In the twenty-eighth section insert the 
so that it will read: 

. And be it further enacted, ‘That each of the said 
collectors shall, within ten days after receiving his col! 
tion list from the assessors, respectively, as aforesaid, and 
annually, within ten days after he shall be so required by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, advertise in one newspaper of 
general circulation printe d in his collection district, ifany 
there be, and by notifications to be posted up in at least 
four public places in his collection district, that the said 
and state the times and 
places at which he or they will attend to receive the same, 
which shall be within twenty days after such notifica 
tion, &c. 


Mr. Chairman, I think that the advertisement 
to be made should be inserted in the newspaper 
that has the most general circulation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


words * of gen 


Sec. 28 


The proviso of the twenty-eighth section was 
read, as follows: 

Provided, That it shall not be lawful to make distraint of 
the tools or implements of a trade or profession, beasts ot 
the plow necessary for the cultivation of improved lands, 
arms, or household furniture, or apparel necessary for a 


| family. 


| of that proviso the words ** 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


I move to add to the end 
or slaves.’’ 


Mr.SHEFFIELD. Let the 


| the effect of his amendment. 


| derstand it. 
| slaves 


| viso just read, after the word ‘ furniture, 


Mr. BINGHAM. The effect of the 
ment is to exclude the conclusion that slaves are 
to be distrained. Do not let the House misun- 
It is to exclude all conclusion that 
can be distrained and sold. I hope the 
amendment will be adopted. 

The amendment was rejected; there being, ona 


|| division, only twenty-eight in the affirmative. 


Mr. WRIGHT. I move to insert in the pro- 
‘ the 
words ** school books.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
back to another section? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Is it in order to £0 


Only by unanimous con- 


sent, 
Objection was made. 
Mr. ELIOT. I move to add, at the end of U 


the following: 
That nos 


proviso, 


Provided, however, laves shall be sold by virtue 


| of this act, or purchased in behalf of the United Siat 


arrangement is made by which the person labor- 


ing under such a misfortune has some portion of 
his tax remitted; and so I have no doubt it would 
be in thiscase. But, sir, even admitting that there 
may be great injustic e done in individual cases, 
is it not bette r toadoptauniform system and sub- 


mit to the inequality growing out of the de »precia- 


tion of property in certain loc alities and apprec i- 
ation in others, than to have these officeholders 

going round and revaluing the 
year, or every two years, with the 
pense which must necessarily follow? 


The gentleman from New York says he can 


| find some constitutional mode of imposing this 
duty upon the officers of the States and counties. 


If he will offer such a provision, and place it in 


suck a shape that we can enforce it under the Con- 


titution, I shall certainly thank him for enlight- 
ening us uponthat subject. If he has such a plan, 
but has not had time to perfect it, however, let 
vo through with this bill, and he will have 
time to consider the subject maturely before tt 
shall come back from the Senate. For the pres- |! 


us 


prope rly every | 
additional ex- | 


| States should become either 


| erty. 


Mr. Chairman, I have not heard any reason 
yet assigned why it should be needful, in order 
to raise the money necessary for the purposes of 
the Government at this time, that the United 
buy ers or sellers of 
slaves. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What is that, sir? 

Mr. ELIOT. I have not heard any reason 
why, although it may be needful to assess certain 
property to the exclusion of other property, | 
shall become a duty upon this House to declare 
that we will either buy or sell that which 1s 
termed, in some portions of this country, prop- 


| our power to raise the necessary means to carry 
on this war without incurring that reproach, let 


us have it so distinctly state d, and then let us see 


| whether there cannot be some other means pro- 


vided than this, of a tax upon property at all. 

I am, sir, one of those who desire that this war 
shall be maintained. I have voted for the meas- 
ures which have been introduced at the request 0! 
the Departments of the Government, who hav: 


centleman state 


amend- 


If, indeed, it be true, sir, that it is out of 
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L861. 


1 be- 


isked at our hands both men and money. 
that it is the duty of Congress to grant them 


lieve 
both men and money; and that we aught her 
ow to provide some means for the payment of 
the debt which has been, or will be, contracts E 
But, Mr. Chairman, I confess to you that I ca 
made to appreciate the necessity which 
this bill seems to impose upon us of bringing, by 
this form of taxation, men, women, and children, 
into market to be sold. No, sir; let that species 
of property, so calle d, £0, and not be sold. Let 
it remain for the States where that so-called spe- 
cies of property is recognized to come forward 
with their money. I believe that the loyal States 
of this Confederacy would freely and gladly con- 
tribute of their means to carry on this war, with- 
out incurring that reproach. It cannot be need- 
ful, because the Constitution provide s that certain 
persons called—but notin the C onstitution—slaves 
may be represented upon this floor, and because 
it is provided that their owners, or those who rep- 
resent their services, may be taxed, that therefore 
we should now, at this time, have men, women, 
andchildren, carried to the auction block and sold. 
| ask the committee to consider well before they 
put a clause like this upon our statute-books. I | 
call upon the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to enable us to passsome bill by which 
men and money can be provided, and this unholy 
rebellion speedily crushed, without making of our- 
selves the buyers or sellers of men, women, and 
children. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting, after the word ** purchased, 
the words ** or held.” 

Mr. STEVENS. I would like to move, as an 
amendment to the amendment, the further proviso 
that if any slaves are sold by virtue of this act, 
they shall be purchased by the United States and 
immediately ‘come free. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Myamendmentto the amend- 
ment has prec dence, and I cannot yield for the 
purpose of letting the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania introduce the one he has suggested. 

Now, sir, the words employed by this bill, au- 
thorizing collectors to distrain property in the 
event of the non-payment of taxes assessed against 
citizens of the United States within the several 
States, by every judicial construction which | have 
ever seen, exclude the distraining of slaves. I 
should be greatly obliged to any gentleman who 
will point me to any de cision that is ¢ ontrary to 
what I assert. My previous amendment, to in- 
sert the words ** or slaves,’’ and the remark ac- 
companying it, were for the purpose of excluding 
the conclusion that slaves, under the provisions of 
this bill, were subject to distraint. Under the 
judicial decisions of this country, nobody sup- 
poses that the construction that slaves may be 
distrained would be placed upon this bill; but, sir, 
the judge, under the terms of this bill, is the col- 
lector who, in many instances, may have no judi- 
cial qualification; and hence, to prevent miscon- 
struction, and to exclude, in the technical lan- 
guage of the law, a construction contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of the bill, I have offered 
the pending amendment. 

One word more. I desire to say, in answer to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Extor,] who spoke on this subject, 
that the committee, in incorporating the word 
**slave’’ in the sixth section of the bill, there -by 
follow ing the precedent heretofore observed in 
laying direct taxation under the Constitution of 


not be 
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the United States, did not do it for the purpose | 


of taxing slaves as property, but of taxing the 
owners of slaves per capita to the extent of own- 
ership. Itis not a tax upon the slave, but a tax 
upon his owner; and by the provision of this bill 
it is to be collected, not by the sale of the slave, 
but by distraint of the goods, chattels, and effec ts 
of the owner. That has been the construction 


ever put upon statut es of the United Statesauthor- | 


izing the seizure by distraint or by execution of 
goods and chattels. There is none to thé con- 
trary, and there ought to be none; but, in order 
to prevent the collector misconstruing this bill, 
and in order to prevent the public mind mistak- 
ing its meaning, I am in favor of the amendment 
and the amendment to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 


The question then recurred on Mr. Exsor’s 
amendment as amended. 


| every part of their 
| enumerate, appraise, 


Mr. ELIOT demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Robinson were appointed. 

The amendment was adopted; the 
reported—ayes 61, noes 3Y. 


FROM THE 


Evsor and 


tellers having 


MESSAGE SENATE. 


The committee rose informally; and a message 
was received from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, notifying the House that that body 


had passed bills and a joint resolution of the fol- 
lowing tithe s: in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

A bill (No. 48) providing for a commission to 
examine and report as to the compensation of 
officers of the Government, and for other pur- 
IOSeCS;s 

A bill (No. 46) to provide for the construction 
of a bridge across the Potomac river; and 

Joint resolution (No. 10) declaratory of the 


determination of Congress to inaintain the su- 


premacy of the Government and tie integrity of | 
the Union. 
ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL——AGAIN. | 


The oe then resumed its session. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Sec. 39. And be it further enacted, That each State may 
pay into a ‘Treasury of the United States its quota of the 
direct tax laid by this act forthe first and for any and every 
succeeding year; and, in consideration of such payment, 
the State shall be entitled to a deduetion of fifteen per 
centum from the amount ofsuch quota as fixed by this act 
if paid betore the Ist day of May, and to adeduction of ten 
per centum if paid before the Ist day of September, in the 
year to which such payment relates, such year being re 
garded as commencing on the Ist day of January: Provided, 
That notice of the intention to make such payment by the 
State be given to the Secretary of the Treasury on or be 
fore the Ist day of April in each year, &e. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING.,. In the bill, as 
printed, the po of the time for giv —— 
by the State, is January, and not Ap Why 
does the Clerk ian April? 

The CHAIRMAN. The insertion of January 
is aclerical error. It ought to be April. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I move to strike 
out the word * April,’? and in lieu of it insert | 
‘* March,”’ 

By one section, Mr. Chairman, it is made the 
duty of the President of the United States to ap- | 
point the assessors, and by another it is provided 
that he 
mencement of the next session of Congress. The | 
these two s, that the 
President 1s to create all of these officers at the 
outset of the next session. By sections five and 
seven it is made the duty of the chief assessors to 
set their legions of assistants in motion on the Ist® 
of January next; on A it day they start on their 
travels to make their ** to proceed pee” 

sf 
respective districts,’’ and t 
and assess. Then comes 
this thirty-ninth section, which provides that after 
notice of commutation shall be given by the 
States, to wit, as it now stands on the Istof April, | 
all further proceedings on the part of these assess- 


construction of sections 


lists, 


ors and their assistants shall cease. 


The committee will perceive, by turning back 
to section twenty-three, that a very large part of 
the fees and emoluments to which these officers 
will be entitled, will have accrued by the Ist of 
April; and why? Because, untike collectors and 
aa officers of the States, they are not to receive 
a percentage upon the taxes which are collected, 
but they are to receive absolutely three dollars for 
every hundred persons listed, to go to the assess- 
ors; and the assistant assessors are to receive an 
additional three dollars for eve ry hundred persons 
placed upon the tax list; and in addition to that, 
they—that is to say, both assessors and assist- 
ants—are to receive thre e dollars‘a day each for 
every day which oe shall spend in doing any- 
thing preparatory to laying this tax; so that the 
committee will see that on the Ist of April, when 
the States embrace the alternative of this com- 
mutation, the horse will have been stolen, and 
they will have the opportunity of locking up the 
stable. Before the di ly to suspend procee dings 
arrives , this myriad of Federal emissaries will have 
pe ‘rformed their great office, and be entitled to re- 
ceive their three ‘doll: ars a hundred twice over for 
names; and in addition to that, their per diem 

llowane e of three 
venge ments”? 
tions’’ 
have 


lists they 


they have ae d, and all the 
> There is a certain four dollars 


_ collected 
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shall not appoint them until the com- || 


dollars a day for all the * ar- | 
they have made, all the “ instruc- | 
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aday cut out by the possible ars ation of this 
but that belongs to the head assessor: 
the king functionaries, who are pyr by this 
bill, The y are to receive day for 
certain tl ' d » mostly ‘ted with 
hearing appeals; and, as has been rightly 

that duty will not begin until the daty ot un other 
assessors 1s completed; and so it may be that these 
latter emoluments will not comm 
the Ist of April. at time, and 
from the Ist of January, will be daily accruing 
the fourfold emoluments to which I have called 
the attention of the committee So much upon 
this point. A few words on another. 


section; 


four dollars a 
woes they conne 


said, 


¢ untii after 
but anterior to thy 


This great healing and saving ordinance,as Lam 
told the thirty-ninth section is, is designed to en- 
able the State of New York, forexample, todisti 


ute and disperse this great tax over all the taxab 
property within her jurisdicuon. Now, sir, | 
venture, with great deference to any gentleman 
learned in the law, who has decl: that 
will be its legal effect, to doubt the soundness of 
such a conclusion. 

If this bill is so fr@med that its sections 
ing a direct tax do not go into operation at al 


red such 


in} oOs- 
‘ 


do not attach to any one, or any State or thins 
until the Ist of April, and then its operation | is 
comple ti ly susp nded by the acer ptance by the 


ms ites of the preffered commut: Mion, L will admit, 
for the sake of argument, (though FI doubt it,) 
ah the State of New Y ork, or any other State, 
vill be at liberty, under that power which my 
distinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] 
well said is not derived from Congress, but in 
heres ip States—though I do not think they are 
sovereignties, as | have heard said upon the other 
side of the House—I say that und r this inherent 
power of taxation, the States, were the bill, as I 
have supposed, might go forward and lay a tay 
upon window-panes or chimneys, or by way of 
hearth money, or any thing else, provided thet 
constitution allows them to do so; and, 
for the same reason, upon all the property tax- 
able in the State. 

But that argument 1s inapplicable here, and for 
this reason: these officers ‘ae appointed absolutely 
upon the first Tuesday of December, or there- 
abouts. They are to enter upon their functions 
and upon all thei ir func tions, and they are to con 
tinue them, not only down to the day when the 
acceptance of the commutation m: Ly be tendered 
to the Government, but forever after that. On 
every single day, unless it is Sunday, which is 
dies non, are the functions of these officials to con- 
tinue. Andwhy? Because, first, for the purpose 
of laying the direct tax, they and act down 
to the Ist of April; and pace for the purpose 
of enforcing what the committee has denominated 
‘internal duties,’’ they go on forever after that, 
so long as this act shall stand upon the statute- 
book. The act, therefore, will go into operation, 
remain in operation, and individual rights will 
vest under it, ¢ onforming, as my friend from Ohio 
says, to the express injunction of that paramount 
authority called the Constitution of the United 
States. Congress, acting under the express r 
quirement and restriction of that instrument, im- 
a tax upon a specific thing, to wit: all the 
realty, and all that savors of the re 
various States. In doing this, the law-m 
power has subjected a certain class of persons to 
that tax, to wit: the real estate , and have 
exempted from it all other persons, 

Now, there is in my district, for 
man posst ssing $100,000 of bonds and mortgages, 
and posse nothing else. The courts have 
decided in my State—and | presume the same is 
the case in other States—that every tax payer, in 
a city for instance, is a qua i stockholder, and is 
entitled to file his bill ine hancery for the benefit 
of himself and all others who choose to come in 


of course, 


Pro on 


poses 
“ality, in the 


aking 


owners 
nstance, a 


ssing 


and contribute, for the purpose of ascertaining 
and asserting his rights. Now, a man situated 
as I have state d, posse ssing, of person il estate 


but not of realty, $100,000 of taxable property, 

comes into court with his bill, in which he alleges 

he was situated as I have stated on a certain day; 

that on that day the Congress of the United Stat 
passed this law, levying a ig tax, and su 

|ing to it, not his property, but exempting lis 
property ex vi termini; that after th: at, and in | 
suance of the act of Congress, the Legislature of 
the State of New York assumed to pass a law 
the effect of which was to exempt his neighbor, 
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who owned $100,000 of real estate, from the oper- 
ation of the Federal tax, which property Congress 
said should be taxed, and to transfer the burden 
to him, the owner of this personal property, which 
the Conere ud should not be taxed, and that 
fort reason that the Constitution of the United 
St : mv friend ¢ iys, compels Congr to 
Ly that all his personal property hall net | 
tax d, but that the taxX § hall bye con ined to real 
estate; [ say, when a man comes into court with 
hat case, should he be turned remediless away? 
My friend from Massachi s[Mr. Dawes] put 
it for ibly the other day in a question he framed 
for my ingenious friend here from Ohio to answer, 
that it is of doubtful compet ney fora Stat to pur- 
ie that line of | lation whieh will put sper 
one man that burden which we here, b yy our legis- | 
lation, have laid « xpre and carefully ae 
another. j 
If the doctrine is a sound one, the areument | 
proves too much, for it proves conclusively this: 
that State Legislatures may distribute and dis- 
seminate this tax; they may transfer it altogether 


and 
in the State of JoWaand the other north- 
western States, ia re they are suffering for the 
need of the currency,and still more of coin where- 
with to pay this ca if the farming community, 
the agricultural interest » swong 


to another and different spagpies of property; 
therefore, 


Is Sc as to cé arry 


, 
sufficient sway in their Legislatures, they may 
pass a bill by which the personal p roperty is not 
only broug ht in and subjected to taxation like real 
estate; but by which the personal property is made 


sol ly and exclusi vely subject to the tax which 


belongs to the real estate. Ms ay they ry not? Now, 
in the absence of any act ‘of C ongress, if there is 
nothing in the State constitution to prevent it 


“9 
the Legis , ture of Jowa may do precisely this: 
they may lay a tax for any purpose tolerated by 
the State constitution, mi ay throw it into the sea, 
* you please, or make ita p resent to me; but if 
1¢ citizens of the Stu ra of lowa, or certain citi- 
zens of Lowa, have, by the Constitution of the 
United States and acts passed under it which have 
gone into operation, 


‘ 
I 
} 
I 


substantial vested rights of | 


person or property—as, for example, express im- | 


munity from a certain tax which has been laid 
upon others—I say, speaking cautiously, measur- 
mg my that it is an exceedingly close 


qui stion, 


Statement, 


i lature of lowa 
ult rly Stroy 
I know that, 
been referred 
however, 
certain States mad 
Government; 
man knows, t 


could divest these rights and 
them. 

under one of the bills which have 
act of 1812, which, 
no such provision as this— 
their terms with the General 


ut 


here—the 


contained 


to 


hat any State assumed to lay a tax 
and continuance of the act of Con- 
ss upon different property, for the purpose of 
terms. My point is, that under the 


in furtherance 
rre 


nm iking those 


billasitstands now, however it might be changed 
so as to evade orobviate the objection, it gives to 
the tax-payer: :, exempted by it, ¢ 1 vested right, 
which I doubt the power of their ead s to deprive 
them of. 

Now, sir, I think this objection worth consid- 
ering; and I have alluded to itin general terms, 
because, some days ago, I referred to it, and ] 


desired at some time to explain, in part, at least, 
what I meant. 

But, passing this by, the committee will see 
there is an important and practical consideration 
as to the time—whether it shall be the month of 
April other month—when notice by the 
Stat given. Assuming the section does 
all that is claimed for it, fees of officers are to be 
mat ished for nothing for a long and needless time; 
30 that if any os is to be derived at all from 
the suggestion made by the committee that Jan- 
uary is aty iemnibie al error for April, then sec- 
tions five and which we de passed, 
should also be amended, to the end that this 
mi an machine, which is to move on golden 
wheels, may not be setin motion until the Istday 
of Ay ay 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
for the purpose mere ly , however, of stating my 
position in regard to the thirty-ninth section, As 
i understand the remarks of the gentleman from 
New York, he objects to this thirty-ninth section 
es not being what | claim it is in fact, a provision 


or some 





s must be 


seven, 


Chairman, I oppose | 


by. which the several States of this Union (ex- ! 


whe ther any power residing in the Le- | 


but I do not know, and no gentle- | 


THE CONGRES [SION 


cept such as are positively restrained by the terms 
of their own fundamental laws) can assume and 
pay this tax—which was wrongfully called a debt 
in the report of my re marks the other di ry—and 
the burden of its re payment to its own 
Treasury, according to any system of taxation 
known to its ownlawsandcustoms. If I under- 
gentleman from New York 
far as he referred to what I said upon this subject, 
he seems to differ with me in regard to that prop- 
osition., 

Now, sir, lattach great imports ince to the 
ninth section of this bill, for the 
lieve, in respect to every State 


distribute 


stood the 


reason that | be- 
in this Union, in- 


cluding the gentleman’s own State of New York, 


it is perfectly competent for the State, under the 
existing constitution and laws therein, to assume 
and pay this tax to the Federal Government; and | 
to assess a tax to thatamount upon the people of | 
the State in which the assumption is so made, 


according to the laws thereof, upon all the taxable 


property of its citizens. The gentleman’s re- 
marks, when he said that this could not be done, 
seemed to proceed upon the idea that it becomes 
a debt against and a charge upon the specific 
property of those holding real estate within the 
State, and is not, therefore, to be transferred by 
act of the State to persons not thus charged with 
it. The gentleman from New York gives, as an 
illustration of his proposition, the case of a person 
holding $100,000 in money and no land, and there- 
fore not charged or chargeable under the provis- 
ions of this bill. Now, the mistake the gentleman 
makesis in his premises. Admitting his premises, 
his conclusions logically and necessarily result 
therefrom. But his premises are these: that the 
assumption of the payment of this tax by the 
State does not extinguish the liability of the land- 
holders under the Federal law; and that the tax 


| becomes a charge or lien on the real estate of the 


° 


citizens before payment by the State. That is 
his mistake. I undertake togsay here that there 
is no exce ption to the general rule of the common 
law, that a debt once paid is paid forever, whether 


paid voluntarily by astrangerorin any other w ay; 


and that the holder of it can maintain no action 
of law against the party originally liable. 
further that no debt is created by this billagainst 
any citizen, in case the State assumes to_ ps Ly 
within the time limited. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLIN 


man allow me a moment? 


‘YG. Will the gentle- 


Mr. BINGHAM. If it does not interfere with 
my time. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I simply want 


to set the gentleman right. 
prehends the point, 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
his statement. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The gentleman 
states pretty broadly the proposition that a debt 
once paid is paid forever. If he uses *‘ payment”’ 
as aterm of art, and means * extinguished,’’ I 
agree with him; but I made no such point. My 
suggestion was this: not that the owner of the 
real estate had a specific incumbrance, or I think 
‘‘charge”’ 


He entirely misap- 


The gentleman can make 


realty; but that the man who i. exempt from the 
operation of this law, the owner of the pe rsonalty . 
acquired under this act a vested right, of w hich 
vested right he could not be ousted by any rear- 


rangement of the State in reference to its policy || 


in the levying of that tax. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understood the gentleman. 
His statement is substantially what he said be- 
fore—that the charge is against the owner of the 


at all,in so | 


thirty- } 


IT hold | 


realty, and therefore the owner of personalty has | 


‘a vested right’’to beexempt. Lundertake tosay, 
and I wish to put itupon record, thatif this section 
ever passes, and a State assumes to pay, and does 
pay, within the time limited by this bill, its quota 
of taxes, such State may assess the amount on all 
taxable property of her citizens. I use the words 
‘* nay and payment’’as terms of art; they are legal 
terms, having a definite legal meaning, and 
receive but one construction. 
and ‘* payment 
section in regard to the States. 
record here, deliberate ly, that if a State does 
sume to pay, and makes the ** payment,”’ as is 
provided in this section, there is no lien, nocharge, 
no incumbrance, no debt, against or upon the 
realty of any citizen of the United States within 
the limits of such State. 





The words “pay” 


can 


**? are the Eperstive words in the | 
I put it upon | 
as- | 


In such case no debt | 








was the word my friend used, on his | 
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a been created; the statute does not take effect 
against any citizen of such State; and no * yest d 
right”’ attaches by virtue of a statute which never 
took effect. 


—————_$?3$ $$ $$ 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Ido not think 
there Is. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Then,sir, there is no ground 


for the supposed complaint of the gentleman w} 
has $100,000 in money and no land, that the St 
has violated his ‘* vested right’? if she subject 
him to his just share of taxation to provid fi 
the State’s liabilities, under a State law dis 
uting the tax equally among all its citizens 
cording to the actual value of their property, 
In such event jo 
mere owner of personalty can say that the ¢ lia 
which might have been but was not laid on the 
realty of his neighbor is being wrongfully trans- 
ferred to himself. 

Mr. Ch: Airman, there was an intimation ma . 
here yesterday i in regard to my own State in thi 
connection, which, I suppose, Was an oversight 


io 
ile 

s 
or 


ac- 


| or inadvertance on the part of my colleague, [ Mr, 


| Harrison. ] 


My colleague intimated that there 


| iS a constitutional limitation in the State of Ohio, 


She may not contract a debt larger than $750,000. 
It is true there is a limitation in the constitution 
of the State of Ohio against the Legislature con- 
tracting a debt to supply a casual deficit in the 
treasury beyond the sum of $750,000. There is 
a similar constitutional limitation in the State of 
New York, against contracting a debt beyond 
$1,000,900, or thereabouts, to supply suc h cas- 
ual deficit. But, sir, in the constitution of both 
these States—as though the representatives of the 
people, in framing the fundamental laws for these 
two great States, anticipated just such events as 


| are now transpiring around us—there are provis- 


ions that debts may be contracted in either with- 


| out limitation, without restriction, and without 


restraint, ‘*to repel invasion, suppress insurrec- 
tion, and defend the State in war.”? In my own 
State, and I believe in the gentleman’s State also, 
an interpetration of the Legislature has been put 
upon that provision to this effect. Ohio has al- 
ready contracted a debt, and issued her State cer- 
tificates—which are being distributed every where 
—to the amount of $2,700,000, for the very pur- 
pose of repelling invasion, and defending the 


| State in this war. 


I think, sir,-this thirty-ninth section is all I 
claim it to be—a provision which enables each 
State to assume her share or just quota of the 
expenses of this war, and to distribute its burdens, 


| justly chargeable to her, among all her loyal cit- 


|| izens. 


| the actual discharge of their duties is set 


In other words, any State may assume 
to pay and make payment of her quota, and may 
supply herself with the means of self-de fense 
against this war upon her rights, by taxing all 
her citizens on all their property within the limits 
of such State, subject only to the restraints of her 
own constitution. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move toamend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York by sub- 
stituting the **2d of April.’’ I offer the amend- 
mend simply for the purpose of answering a part 
of the objections. of the gentleman from New 
York which have not been referred to by the 
tleman from Ohio. 

It is true that this section sets the time when 
these officers shall receive instruction in their 
duties, but the time when they shall commence 
forth in 


rene 
gen 


| the thirty-eighth section: 


| I say, sir, that, although these officers 


“The Secretary of the Treasury shall notify the collectors 
of the several collection districts the day on which it shall 
be the duty of the said collectors to commence laying and 
collecting the annual direct tax by this act laid and in- 
posed,”? &e. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Will the genth- 
man read the seventh section? It is about col- 
lectors that the gentleman is now reading; and I 

spoke about assessors, not collectors. 

Mr. STEVENS. ‘To commence laying and 
colleeting the tax.’? The collectors do not lay 1t. 
are to be 


appointed immediate ly after the commencement 
of Congress, they are not to proceed in the actu: ul 


discharge of their duty until directed by the Treas- 
ury Department. 

Now, then, what have we provided further? 
That the States may assume these debts on or be- 
fore the 1st of April, and that, if they do assume 
them, then, so far as the assessment of real estate 
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is concerved,these officers are not to discharge that 
part of their duty. Still it is necessary that the 
officers should be appointed and instructed in their 
duties, because the assuming that part of the tax 


; 


called ** direct tax,’’ does not excuse these officers 
from assessing, on items of personal property, the 
internal duty. Therefore they must proceed with 
that. This bill provides that the Legislatures shall 
have up to the Ist of April to give notice of their 
assuming this direct tax, which will be after the 
time that all the Legislatures, except that of New 
Hampshire, will have met. So that I see no in- 
convenience from that. 
3ut the gentleman has stated that the Legisla- 
tures of the different States cannot assume this 
vortion of the direct tax apportioned among them. 
Vhat is there to prevent the Legislature of any 
State from assuming it in the first place? Andif 
they do assume it, what is there to prevent their 
paying it in just such a way as the sovereign | 
ower of that State shal] determine? The Legts- 
Cana of each State is sovereign in all things with 
respect to legislation, except restrained by the | 
Constitution of the United States. Now, the Con- | 
stitution of the United States nowhere limits the 
power of taxation in a State; neither as to the 
amount, the objects of taxation, nor the purposes 
for which that taxation shall be laid. And ifa 
State, through its organ, the sovereign Legisla- 
ture, shal] determine to assume a portion of the || 
direct tax as apportioned on that State, there is 
really no limitation in any part of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States to prevent such assump- 
tion. } 
If Lunderstood-the gentleman, he undertook to 
say, that after they have assumed and paid it, 
they cannot raise the money to refund the State 
treasury except in the same way that Congress | 
itself might have raised these taxes. Where does | 
he find authority for that? 
tion on the Legislature in that respect? It is not | 
in the Constitution of the United States; and un- 
less it be in the constitution of the States them- 
selves, there is no power to restrain them. They | 
have all the powers necessary to carry on the 
State government,except where they are restrained 
by theirown constitution or by the Constitution 6f 
the United States. Now, I cannot find any such 
restriction; I cannot find any such power denied | 
to the States by the Constitution of the United 
States; and as it is.not denied to them, they pos- 
sess full power, unless their State constitution 
prohibits it, and I do not understand that it does. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. | 
The committee rose informally, and a message | 
was received from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, notifying the House that the Senate 


had passed, without amendment, an act (H. R. || 


No. 20) to provide for the suppression of rebel- 
lion against, and resistance to, the laws of the 
United States, and to amend the act entitled **An | 
act to provide for calling forth the militia to ex- | 
ecute the laws of the Union,’’ &c., passed Feb- | 
ruary 28, 1795; andanact(H.R. No. 45) to define 
and punish certain conspiracies, with an amend- 
ment, in which he was directed to ask the con- | 
currence of the House. 
ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL—-AGAIN. 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. OLIN. The objection, Mr. Chairman, to 
the provisions of the thirty-ninth section consists 
in the fact, as I understand it, that that section 
does not obviate at all the objections that if was 
designed to remedy. Its object was, undoubt- 
edly, to confer on each State that might be dis- | 
posed to pay this tax voluntarily the right to do | 
so, and to collect it through the instrumentality 
of its own government, thusavoiding the expense, 
trouble, and annoyance, of levying the tax through 
the machinery of the General Government. If 
the biil had been properly drawn, unquestionably 
that object might have been attained; for Ido not 
doubt at all that every State of the Union, loyal 
to the Constitution to-day, would readily seize on 
the provisions of this thirty-ninth section, and 
raise the money necessary to pay the tax, without 
the employment of all the machinery provided in 
this bill, and withoutits attendant expense. Now, 
it ls quite obvious, on a comparison of the fifth 
and seventh sections of the bill, that, although a 
State were disposed to pay this tax, and when it | 
indemnifies itself, if possible, distributes the sum | 
to be collected according to the manner of its own. | 


Where is the limita- |} 


local taxation, all the enormous expense of this 
machinery is by no means obviated by its stepping 
forward and paying that tax; for all the dutes 
imposed, and most of the expense to be incurred, 
will have been performed and incurred before the 
State can signify its intention to pay the tax. Ob- 
viously, this might have been avoided if the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had frame d the bill 
for that purpose. 
doit. Simply by providing that the expensive 
machinery provide d in this bill should not be put 


in Operation in any State until after the Legisla- | 


ture of the State had had time to determine whether 
they would or would not assume and pay the tax. 

Mr. ELIOT. Lagree a good deal with what my 
friend is saying, but I want to ask him whether, 
supposing a plan could be devised by which the 
State machinery could be put into operation -be- 


; fore the appointment of the officers, any plan could 
then be devised to save the State from its share | 


of the experfse incurred under the bill in collect- 
ing the taxes levied in other States, whose Legis- 
latures did not assume them? Would not the 
State that did assume them have to pay her share 
of the expenses for the States that dia not? 


Mr. OLIN. 


it, that every State in the Union which is loyal to 
the Constitution would gladly seize on the pro- 
visions of this thirty-ninth Section and collect this 
tax under its own State machinery, and pay it in 


\| the manner therein prescribed; and every State | 


that did so would in so far diminish the expenses 
of its collection in such State or States as might 
happen to fail to do so. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. If my friend will 


permit me, I desire to ask him whether his ar- | 


rument does not proceed on the assumption that 
each State will defer signifying its intention in 


regard to commuting this tax, until the Ist of April | 
Now, it is provided by the second section | 
of the bill that the appointment of the assessors 
and collectors, orany of them, shall not be made 
until the commencement of the next session of | 
Congress. Ifthe State of New York, for instance, 
whose Legislature meets on the first Tuesday of 
January in each year, intends to commute this tax, 


next? 


and pay the gross sum into the Treasury of the 


United States, the presumption is that that inten- 
understood in advance, and that the 
President will make no appointment of assessors; 
and that, consequently, the expenses of this ma- 


tion will be 


chinery will not be incurred at all. 


Mr. OLIN. 


vislatures of all the States. 


make their determination known. 


My friend from Ohio, (Mr. Binenam,] who un- 
dertook to answer the argument of my friend on 
the left, [Mr. Roscoe Conkuina,} had rather an | 
unfortunate way of answering the legal proposi- 
I do not pro- 
fess to be much of alawyer, but I assert here that 
itis a question of the gravest significance, whether, 
under the provisions of this act, a tax-payer in 
the State of New York would not have a richt to 
restrain by law the collection of a tax attempted 
to be imposed by the State of New York which 
should distribute that tax in a different manner 
from that prescribed in the act which we are about 
My friend from Ohio does not answer 
that question at all; and if my friend from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Stevens] were not a much older 
man than myself, [ should say the soundness of 
his argument on the subject was equally ques- 


tion presented by that gentleman. 


to pass. 


tionable. 


Somewhat familiar with the rules of law per- 
taining to this subject in my own State, I under- 
take to assert here that it is a question of the 


lam asked how were they to | 


Very likely she would; but I as- | 
sume now,and I think no man on the floor doybts 


In reply to that question, Mr. 
Chairman, | have not examined to see at what 
prescribed times the Legislatures of the various 
States meet; but I see no difficulty in their decid- 
ing this question so soon as they do meet. The 
Legislature of my State meets on the first Tues- 
day in January next; and it will undoubtedly 
require but very little time for it to determine 
whether they will comply with the provisions of 
the thirty-ninth section. The bill should be so 
drawn as to accommodate, if possible, the Le- 
The Legislature of 
the State of Michigan meets, as I understand, 
some time in April next; and what I insist upon 
| is this: that the bill shall be so framed that the 
appointment of assessors, or at least the discharge 
of duties by them, shall be postponed until the 
Legislatures of the various States have time to 
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gravest significance whether our State Legisla- 
tures would have a right to apportion this tax in 
a mode different from that proposed by a law of 
Congress; to assume the payment of it, and then 
} | Vy a taxto re imburse the State, distributing 
| the tax upon property exempted by Congress 
| from taxation. My own opiiton Is, that a person 


| ext mpt d from tax under the one 


ration of this 
} } 
| 


bill by its terms, would have the 1 rht, ifby State 
legislation, a State undertook to levy the tax upon 


property, to demand and to enforce his demand 

that the tax be imposed in the way provided by 
| act of Congress, and in no other way. 

One word further. My duties elsewhere have 
precluded me from that careful attention to this 
bill which lL should otherwise have bestowed on 
it; but I may be permitted to say that I have read 
it through in all its details as carefully as time 
would permit, and, in my judgment, it is an un- 
fortunate and exceedingly faulty one in many of 
its provisions. It manifestly has not received that 
careful scrutiny and consideration which a meas- 
‘| ure of its importance to all the interésts of the 
| country ought to receive at the hands of this 
House. Whether We shall have time to secure 
for it that consideration during the present ses- 
sion, may be possibly doubtful; but U regard itas 
extremely unfortunate that a measure of its mag- 
nitude has not had a more careful revision than 
the committee of this House are likely to have 
time to givetoit. But whatever consideration has 
been given to it by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, it it should be remembered that ‘ every- 
body knows more than anybody;’’ and I think, 
| if itshould undergo the searching scrutiny of this 
| House, it might be vastly improved in some of 

its provisions. 
|} ‘The amendment to the amendment was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. McK NIGHT moved that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Would it be in order to 
| amend that motion, so as thatthe committee, when 

they rise, shall report the bill to the House? I 

want to get the bill into some shape where it can 

be essentially changed. 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is now 
pending offered by the gentleman from New York, 
| and it would not be in order to rise and report the 
bill to the House, until that amendment shall be 
| disposed of. 
| Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Still it will not be in order 
| to report the bill to the House until it shall have 
been read through for amendment, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I move, then, to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN, That motion is not in 
order, while the motion that the committee rise is 
vending. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 appeal to the gentleman 
| who made that motion to withdraw it. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I would be very glad to 
accommodate the gentleman from Kentucky, but 
1 understand there is a bill being prepared to be 
offered as a substitute at the proper time. I do 
not think the committee is ready to take a vote 
upon the pending section to-night, and I therefore 
prefer to insist on the motion that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
| resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

had, according to order, had the Ynion generally 
| under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No.7], to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Government and maintaining 
the public credit by the assessment and collection 
of a direct tax and internal duties, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, re porte d that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled a bill to author- 
ize the issue of a register to thé steamer Estella; 
which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker. 

ARMS FOR HOME PROTECTION. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, asked leave to report 

back, from the Committee on Military Affairs, a 


[ withdraw my 


! S N ». 30 nN i : ti ippropriation to pay 
the expenses of t orting and delivering arms 

t loyal « ens of th 
I | now ire, or | C- 
il li G vern- 

United S id to de for tl 
n tO niZi tl 1) » co nies, b 
' rm nents, or otherwise,tor theirown pro- 
1 avainst domestic viol nee, insurrecuon, 
ton, or rebellion. 
Mr. BURNETT. I cannot give my consent 
{ t bi , and therefore obiect. 


COMPENSAT 
On motion of Mi 


OFFICERS. 
STEVENS, Senate bill No. 


ION O} 


in, to provide a commission to examine and re- 
port as to the compen on of oflicers of the Gov- 
ernment, and for other purposes, was taken from 
the Spr ik , table, re id a first a cond time . 
and referred t the Committ Ways and 
Mean 

° POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


’ unanimous 
for the 
ytomac, Was 


On motion of Mr. STEVENS 
, bill No. 46, to mo 
across the P 


consent 


tion of 


construc- 


a bridge taken 


from the rye aker’s table, read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

MAINTENANCE OF THE UNION, 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous 
consent, Senate point resolutl n No. 10, deck ira- 
tory of the determination of Congress to main- 
tain the supremacy of the Government and the 
inteerity of the Union, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and 


_ , y. 


red to the Committ on the Ju 
(‘l’. | move that the House do 


fer 
Mr. MeKNIGI 
urn 


BALTIMORE PETITION. 


Mr. MAY. I hepe the House will, before it 

l Ww ine to presenta petutlion, I have 
nota word to say about it. ’ 

Mr. CURTIS. T entleman can present it 
1 ger the re ° 

Mr. MAY. It is of the character which is gen- 
©) ! nted in open Hous [tis from loyal 

ithority in the city of Balumore. . 

Several Mempens objected. 

‘The motion of Mr. McK &icnr was then agreed 
t id thereupon (at four o’clock) the House 

liourned., 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 27, 1361. 


Rev. Dr. SuNDERLAND. 
Ly was read and approved. 


Prayerby the Chaplain, 


"Tie Journa 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| ot yest rd 


emati a lett r from the Secret wry of War, st atin: 
that,in compliance witha resolution of the Senate 
of the 19th instant, orders have been given for the 


n 

publication we — ,in each of the 
ty of Wasl 
of each public 
bia, and the 


various regime 


name and location 
District of Colum- 
wounded of the 
several hospitals; which 


the ci uneton, of th 
hospit ib ain the 
of sick or 
tsin the 


on the table. 


n um! yer 


was ordered to ly 


PETITION. 

lr. MORRILL. I have a petition of Jacob 
Gideon, W. W. Seaton, Lewis Clephane, (the 
ter of this city,) and Z. Richards, (Pres- 
ident of the Board of Common Council of 
city,) praying for the suppression of grog-shops 
in the District of Columbia. 
ations made to me, l am sure 
within or without the lin 


postm ; 


this 


From the represent- 
there is not, either 
American army, 
an enemy so fat il to its he alth, ord r, and disci- 
it of intemperance. No none bat- 

ries of the ene my are tal to ou Army 
the grog-shops of this « ity. I move ths it this me- 
morial be referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Ss of the 


pline, as ths 


so fi 


METROPOLITAN POLICE. 
Mr. GRIMES. I hx 


iid in my hand a petition 
of sundry 


citizens of the District of Colum! la, 


praying for the passage of the metropolitan po- 
hi bill, for the purpose of protecting their lives 


and property. As the committee have had that 


THE 


newspapers of 


CONGRESSIONAL 


subject under consideration, and have reported a 


bill, I move that the petition lic on the tab! 

"he motion wa arrreed to. 

Mr.GRIMES. Yesterday, Senate bill No. 49, 
to create a metropolitan police district of the a 
trict of Columbia, and to establish a police there- 


j L | 
for, was made the sper ial order of th 


o’clock to-day. lt 


day for one 
there be no other business, | 


move that that bill be taken up now. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the W hole , to con- 


sider the bill (S. No. 49) to create a metropoli- 
tan police district of the District of Columbia, 
and to establish a police therefor. 

The bill provides for the establishment of a 
metropolitan police district of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be constituted of the 
Washington and Georgetown and of the county 
of Washington outside of the limits of those cor- 
porations The police force consist of a 
superintendent of police, ten sergeants, and such 
number of patrolmen as may be necessary, not 
exceeding, for the regular service, one hundred 
and fifty; under five commissioners of police as 
their chief officers. The board of police com- 
missioners are to be appointed for three years, by 
the President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, three from 
the city of Washington, one from Georgetown, 
and one from the county of Washington; tegether 
with the Mayors of Washington and Georgetown, 


is to 


who are to be members of the board ex officio. A 
president and a treasurer are to be —— d by 
the board from their own number, and the board 


a clerk. The bill 
of the force which it creates, 
and confers on the superintendent of police the 
authority, as head of the police department, which 
is now executed by the Mayors of Washington 
and Ge town, but in subordination to the 
board of police commissioners, on whom Is con- 
ferré dall the powers now posse@ed by the Mayors 
of Washing and Georgetown In respect to or- 
dering military assistance in aid of the civil au- 
thorities in certain cases. Thi appointment of 
the police force under t supersedes the 
existing auxiliary guard. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 move to strike out afte rthe 
words ** United States.’’ in the tenth line of 
eighth section, all down to the word ** or,’ 

twelfth line; to strike 
limit itl 


may also empl loy 
duties and powers 


ort 


ton 


this act 


> inthe 


ion which confines the appointment to per- 
sons who have resided a certain number of years 
in the District of Columbia. ‘ 

The words to be stricken out are: 

‘Or who shall not 
lumbia during 
appointinent.”? 


the District of Co- 
— years next preceding his 


have resided in 
a term of - 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GRIMES 
fourteenth section, 
"= commissione rs.’ 

The amendment was 

Mr. MORRILL. 
seventeen, 
word ‘** enact,’’ in 
section. 


The words to be stricken out are: 


I move to fill the blank in the 
line twenty-six, with the word 


agreed to. 


I move to amend the bill in 
by striking out all after the 
line nine, to 


section 


“The b 
tain suc 


poses of police the 


oard of — shall have power to erect and main- 
hi lines of telegraph within said district as tor pur- 
b< ard shall deem necessary.”? 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL. There is a verbal amend- 


ment necessary in section twenty-two, line three. 
I move to strike out the word * other,’’ after the 
word * each,”’ in that line. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I propose a mere verbal 
amendment; the change of the word * qualified,’ 
in line ten, of section three, to ** authorized.’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No objection 
being made, the section will be so modified. 

The bill was reported to the Senate,as amended, 
and the amendments were concurredin. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED 
Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 12) to place the name of Commander 
Amasa Paine upon the active-service list af the 


the end of the | 


corporations of 
i 


defines the 


f the 


out, in other words, that | 





- 


GLOBE. 


July 27, 


Nav V3 which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Aff: r 


tl soa ix d, wid by unHaniMoUs Co 

ined, leave to introduce a joint resolution (8 
No. 13) to pla e the hame of Lik utenant C s 
Hunter on the active-service list of the Nayy- 
which was read a by its tit! +, and referred to 
the Committee on aval Affairs. 

He also asked, a ce by unanimous consent o] 
tained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S, 
No. 14) to place the name of Lieutenant Peter 
Turner upon the active-service list of the Navy: 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ANTHONY. These are officers who were 
retired by the board whose proceedings have been 
so often denounced and reversed in this Chamber. 
They have all tendered their services to the Goy- 
ernment, and they are all now in that active en 
ployment, to the emoluments and rank of whi 
they ask to be restored. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoxay, his Secretary, anno unced 






| that the President had approved and signed t 


| other purposes, 


following bill and joint resolution: 

A bill (S. No. 14) for the better 
of the Marine Corps; and 

A_ joint resolution (S. No.9) relative to the 
exhibition of the industry of all nations, to bi 
holden in London in the year 1862. 

MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Ernerings, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the aro bills, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was re quest d: 

A bill (No. 59) for the relie fof John C. McCon- 
nell; and 

A bill (No. 78) to amend an act entitled ‘“‘An 
act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An act 
providing for a naval peace establishment, and for 
> passed March 27, 1804. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 38) mak- 
ie an appropriat tion to pay the expenses of trans- 


organizati 


porting and delivering arms and munitions of war 


to the loyal citizens of the States of which the in- 
habitants now are or hereafter m: ty be in rebellion 
against the Government of the United States, and 
to provide for the expense of organizing them into 
companies, battalions, regiments, or othe rwise, 
for their ow n prote ction avainstdome stic violence 
insurrection, invasion, or rebellion. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 24) au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War to reimburse vo! 
unteers for expenses incurred in employing regi 
mental and other bands, with amendments, in 


> 


| which the concurrence of the Senate was requesied. 


| had signed a bill (H. R. No. 73) 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message further announced that the Speaker 
to authorize the 
issue of a register to the steamer Estella; which 
thereupon received the signature of the President 
pro tempore. 
APPROVAL OF PRESIDENTIAL ACTS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A _ special 


i 


order having been made for one o’clock, unless 


| there be other business appropriate to the morn- 
| ing hour, the hour of one o’clock being so near 


at hand, if no objection be made, the Chair will 
call up that proposition, which is the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 1) to approve and confirm certai 
acts of the President of the United States for suj 
pressing insurrection and rebellion; the pendi 1g 





question being on the passage of the re ane 


rel has the floor. 


on which the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. J oun- 


.JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. President 


when I came from my home to the seat of Gov- 


| ernment, in compliance with the proclamation o! 
| the President of the United States calling us to- 


ge ther in extra session, it was not my intention 
to engage in any of the discussions that might 


} transpire in this body; ; but since the session began 


in consequence of ‘the course that things have 
taken, I feel unwilling to allow the Senate to ad- 
journ without saying a few words in responge to 
many things that have been submitted to the Sen- 
ate since its session commenced. What little I 


| shall say to-day will be said without much method 
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THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 


Tuirty-Seventa Concress, Ist SEssION. 
be 
or order, I shall present the suggestions that 
oceur to my mind, and shall endeavor to speak 
of the condition of the country as it is. 

On returning here, we find ourselves, as we wer 
when we adjourn d last spring, In the wen ofa 
eivil war. ‘That waris now progressin , Without 
much ine or prospect of a speedy termination. 
It seems to me, Mr. President, that our Govern- 
ment has reac hed one of three serbeiln through 
which all Governments must pass. A nation, or 
a people , have first to pass throt oh a fierce ordeal 


in ob taining the irindependence or separation trom 
the Government to which they were attached. in 
some instances this isasevere ordeal. We passed 


throuch this ordeal in the Revolution; we wei 

seven years In ¢ ffecting the separation, and in 
taking our position amongst the nations of th 
earth as a separate and distinct Power. Then, 
after having succeeded tn establishing its inde 
pendence, and taken it 
of the earth, a nation must show its abuilit 
maintain that pos 
independence against other Powers, against for- 
eigen foes. In 1812 this ordeal commenced, and 
terminated in 1815. Our Government has passed 
throueh this ordeal 

There is still anothtr = eal through which a 
nation must pass. After having 
these two, it has to Sal against internal foes; 
avainst enemies at home; against those who have 
no confidence in its integrity, or in the institutions 
that may be established under its organic law. 
We are now inthe midstof this third ordeal, and 
the strugele through which this Government Is 
passing now is to determine whether it is capable 
of maintaining its existence against inte ‘nal foes 
and domestic traitors to the Constitution. The 
problem now being solved before the nations of 
the earth, and before the people of the United 
States, is whether we can succeed in maintaining 
ourselves against the internal foes of the Govern- 
ment; whether we can suceeed in putting down 
traitors and treason, and in establishing the ereat 
fact that we have Government with sufficient 
streneth to maintain its existence against what- 
ever combination may be presented in opposition 
to it. 

This brings me to a proposition laid down by 
the Executive in his recent message to the Con- 
egress of the Sinited States. In that message the 
President said 


$ positionamong the nations 
i 





ition, that separate and dist 


1 
it 


passed throueh 


“This is essentially a people’s contest. On the side of 


the Union, it isa struggle tor maintaining in the world, | 


that form and substance of Government, whose leading 
object is to eievate the condition of men; to lift artificial 
Weights from all shoulders; to clear the paths of laudable 
pursuit for all; to afford all an unfettered start, and a fair 
chance in the race of life. Yielding to partial and tempo 
rary departures, from necessity, this is the leading ob ject of 
the Government, for whose existence we contend.’ 

I think the question is pretty clearly stated in 
that paragraph. It is now a contest for the ex- 
istence of the Government against internal foes 
and traitors. It is a contest whether a people are 
capable of governing themselves or not. We 
have reached that crisis in our country’s history, 
and the time has arrived when, if the Government 
has the power, if the people are capable of self- 
government, and can establish this great truth, 
that it should be done; and this is the ordeal 
through which we must pass in the establish- 
ment of this great truth, or this great problem of 
man ’scapability of self-rovernment. [trust and 
hope that we shall succeed in the experiment; I 
feel confident we shall; but the time has arrived 
when the energies of the nation must be put forth, 
when there must be union and concert on the part 
of all those who agree in man’s caps ability of self- 


government, without regard to their former di- | 
visions or party prejadic es, in order to demon- | 


Strate that great proposition. 

Since this dise a commenced, it has been 
urged and argued, by Senators on one side, that 
there was a disposition to change the nature and 
char raeter of the Government: and that, if we pro- 
ceeded as we were goihg, it would re sult in estab- 
lishing a dictatorship. mit has been said that the 
whole framework, nature, genius, and character | 
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of the Government would be entirely changed; }; examine the history of the country, itwould seem 
and creat apprehensions have been thrown out that the Senator had not hunted un all the eases. 
that it would result in a consolidation of the Gov- We can find some, and one in particular, not very 
ernment or a dictatorship. Sir, lL agree that there || different from thecase which has recently occurred, 
is : effort, a very great effort, being made to and of which he was speaking. In 1777, the second 
hat the nature and character of our institu- vear of the war of the Revolution, members of the 
tions, and the whole framework of the Govern- Society of Friends in Philadelphia were arrested 
ment. We find, in the speech delivered by the dis- on su ‘picion of being disaffected to the cause of 
tineuished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Bree K- || American freedom. A publication now before 
INRIDGE,] the other day, the following para; raph, || me says: 
lluding to what will be the effect of the p anne “The persons arrested, to the number of twenty,” ‘ 
of this jointresolution approving the action of the |) * F “were taken tuto custody, by military force, at 
Py lent: ° th ir homes o u wal pia ce ot business; tm ny of them 
coud Hot OUbiibn any haowleoage of Ure cause of their arrest, 
‘Here in Washington, in Kentucky, in Missouri, every or of any One to whom they were amenable, and they cout 
Where the authority of the Prosi Ht OE nds, in hts only hope to avail themselves of the intervention of some 
discretion he will teei himself warranted ihe action ol 


q . Civil AUTIOTITV. 
Cong up this resolutiont ubordinate tie civil to tin “The ] . f | 


Lxecutive Council [ot the State of Pennsylvania) 











iInilitary power; to imy m citizen without warrant ot being formed of residents of the city and county of Phila 
law; tosuspend the writ of habe rypus: to establish mar deIphia, bad a better Knowledge of the Society of Friends 
law: to make seizures and searches without warrant; and of their individual characters than the members of 
Uy the press; to doall those acts W li rest in the Congress ussembied trom the various parts of the country, 
will Lint withority of a military comma der. Euony and ought to have protected them. But instead of this, they 
t ,if we pass if, we are Upon the eve of putting caused these arrests of their fellow-citizens to be made 


s we can, in the hands of the President of the Uni 
ates, the power of a dictator.”? 
», in reply to the 


{Mr. Baker,] he seems to have 


with unrelenting severity, and from the Ist to the 4th day 
of September, 1777, the party was taken into confinemedgt 
Senator from Oregon, || in the Mason’s Lodge, in Philadelphia. 

freat apprehen- * Ou the minutes of Congress of Sd September, 1777, it 





» 1 a, ae appears that a letter was received by them from George 
sion in reference to his allusion toa dictator. The || peoan. View pre ident of the Supreme Executive Council, 
Senator goes on to say: dated 2d September, stating that arrests had been made of 

“The pregnant question, Mr. President, for us to deeide persons inimical to the American States, and desiring the 
is, Whether the Constitution is to be respected in this strug advice of Congress particularly whether Augusta and Win 
gle; Whether we are to be called upon to follow the tlag ‘hester, in Virginia, would not be proper places at which 
over the ruins of the Constitution? Without questioning to secure prisoners.” : , “ : . P 
the motives of anv. { believe that the whole tendeney oft * Congress must have been aware that it was becoming 
the present proceedings is to establish a Government with a case of very unjust suffering, tor they passed their reso 
out limitation of powers, and to change radically our trame lution of Gth September, 1777, as follows 
und character of Government.”? | “*'That it be recommended te the Supreme Executive 

Sir. I most fully concur with the Senator that Council or the State of Pennsylvania to hear what the said 

4 2. tee 7 remonstrants can allege to remove the suspicions of their 
there Is a great effort being made to chang: the being disaffected or dangerous to the United States.’ 
nature and character of our Government. [think * But the Supreme Executive Council on the same day, 
that effort is being demonstrated and manifested | referring to the above, 

| } } : iy ! | *** Resolved, ‘hat the President do write to Congress to 
most clearly every day; but we differ as to the ® 


ara | let them Know that the Council has not time to attend to 
I think the ques- that busine 


i 
varties making r this great etiort. 


| ss in the present alarming crisis, and that they 
| 


tion is fairly ¢ ud props rly stated by the Presid: hii, were, agreeably to the recommendation of Congress, atthe 





that it is astruegle whether the p ople shall rule: moment the resolve was brought into Council, disposing ot 
a ew 4 Bec Ttt . || everything forthe departure of the prisoners.’ ? 

whether the people shall have a Government " : , . ‘ : , ‘ 

based upon their intelligence, upon their inte Ss |} * As the recommendation of Congress of the 6th of Sep 

rity, upon their purity ¢ of character, sufficient to tember, to give the prisoners a hearing, was refused by the 


covern themselves Supreme Executive Council, the next minute made by Con 


I think this is the trucissu 


’ ig : von ress Was as follows: 
and there is an effort being made, and that effort 


: ‘In Congress, 8th September, 1777. 
has been long contempiated, to overtirow i na “* Resolved, ‘That it would be improper for Congress to 


‘ 
iustitutions of this Government that enterinto a hearing of the remonstrauts Or other prisoners in 
nit. || the Mason’s Lodge, they being inhabitants of Peunsylvania; 
s capabil- and therefore, as the Council dect sg r thew § t 

ee if ry | anne f > as cil declines giving them a hear 
ity Of Sel-government, : ; || ing for the reasons assigned in their letter to Cougress, that 
The Senator alludes furthermore in his spe ch |} it be recommended to said Council to order the immediate 
toa conversation he had with some very intelligent || departure of such of the said prisoners as yet refuse to 
gi ntleman who formerly ré present dour ¢ ountry pote ki re how =. 5 crag to the State of Pennsylvania, to 

it appears from that conversation that ** The remonstraneces made to Congress, and to the Su 
foreigners were accustom: d to say to Americans, preme Executive Couneil, being unavailing, the parties 
** | thought your Government existed by consent, || @ sted were ord : d ee for Virginia, on the an 
. ha i SIR y ‘6 : September, 1777, when, as their last resouree, they applied, 
now how is it to exist! and the ply was, “We || under the jaws of Pennsylvania, to bo brought be ao 

intend to change it; we intend to ad iptit to Our |) judicial court by writs of habeas corpus. 

condition; these old colonial geographical divis- | ‘The departure of the prisoners was committed to the 
ions and States will ultimately be rubbed out, || ¢@re of Colonel Jacob Morgan, of Bucks county, and they 
: were guarded by six of the light-horse, commanded by 

Alexander Nesbitt and Samuel Caldwell, who were to obey 
the dispatches from the Board of War, of which General 
Horatio Gates was president, directed to the lieutenauts of 


upturn the 
we call free, which is based upon man 


es 
abroad. 


and we shall have a Government strong and pow- 
erful enough.’? ‘The Senator seemed to have great 
apprehensions based on those conversations. He 


furtl iermore read a pari agraph from a paper indi- thie countie through which the prisoners were to pass. 
elim eate lin . to he 1 ed “The writs of habeas corpus, ow being presented to the 
cating that State lines were to be rubbed ou n Chief Justice, were marked by bim, ‘ Allowed by Thomas 


addition to all this he Me Kean,’ and they were served on the officers who had 

the writ of habeas corpus has been violated, and he || the prisoners in custody , When they bad been taken on their 
: ‘ e s as Re ow P< h 

says that since the Government commenced, there |} Journey as faras Reading, Pennsylvania, on the 14th day of 


i ' iels | September, but the officers refused to obey them. 
1as nes cen a case equal to the one which has “It appears by the Journal of the Supreme Executive 


foes on to enumerate that 





rec ly trar spire di i ) Mz uryland. I shall take up Council of the l6th of September, that Alexander Nesbitt, 
some of his point their order, and speak of one of the officers, had previously obtained information 

oe ibout the writs, a ade a re hem; w the 
them as I think th y a serve to be spok nof. In nd made a report of them; when the 


Pennsylvania Legislature, at the instance of the Supreme 
Executive Council, passed a law on the 16th of Septem 
ber, 1777, to suspend the Acheas corpus act; and although 
it was an ea post facto law, as it related to their case, the 
Supreme Executive Council on that day ordered the same 
to be carried into effect.” 


In the progress of the history of this case we 
find that— 


i _ speech, he says: 


‘The civil authorities of the country are paralyzed, and 

a scuetied martial law is being established all over the land. 
|| ‘The like never happened in this country before, and would 
|! not be tolerated in any country in Europe which pretends to 
the elements of civilization and regulated liberty, George 
Washington carried the thirteen colonies through the war 


i; Of the Revointion without martial law. The President of 
1! the United States cannot conduct the Government threc * The party consisted of twenty persons, of whom sev 
mouths without resorting to it.’’ enteeu were members of Society of Friends. ‘They 
The Ser r puts great stress ov th poit t-and were ordered first to Stannton, then a frontier town in th 


: western settlement of Virginia, but afterwards to be 
aks of it in ver ry emphatic language, that Gen- tained at Winchester, where they were kept in partial con 
era Washington carried the country through the finement nearly eight mouths, without provision being 
made for their support; for the only reference to this was 
by a resolution of he Supreme Executive Council of Penn- 

sylvania, dated April 8, 1778. as follows: 
“*¢ Ordered, That the whole expenses of arresting and 


seven years of the Revolution without resorting 
to martial law during ail that period of time. Now, 
| how does the matter stand? When we come to || 
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confining the prisoners sent to Virginia, the expenses of 
their journey, and qj! other incidental charges, be paid by | 
the said prisoners.’ 

** During the stay of the exiles at Winchester, nearly all | 
of them suflered greatly from circumstances unavoidable 
in their situation—from anxiety, separation from their fam 
ilies, left unprotected in Philadelphia, then a besieged city, 
liable at any time to be starved out or taken by assault; 
while from sickness and exposure during the winter sea 
son, inaccommodations entirely unsuitable for them, two 
of their number departed this life in the month of March, 


1778."" 

Thus, Mr. President, we find that the writ of | 
habeas corpus was suspended by the authorities of 
Pennsylvania, during the Revolution, in the case 
of persons who were considered dangerous and 
inimical to the country. A writ was taken out 
and served upon the officers, and they refused to 
surrender the prisoners, or even to rive them a 
hearing. Ifthe Senator from Kentucky had de- 
sired an extreme case, and wished to make adis- 
play of his legal and historical information, it 
would have been very easy for him to have cited 
this case—much more aggravated, much more ex- | 
travagant, much more striking, than the one in 
regard to which he was speaking. Let it be re- | 
membered, also, that this case, although it seems | 
to be an extravagant and striking one, occurred 
during the war of the Revolution, under General 
Washington, before we had a President. We find | 
that at that time the writ of habeas corpus was sus- | 
pended, and twenty individuals were denied even 
the privilege of a hearing, becavise they were con- 
sidered inimical and dangerous to the liberties of | 
the country. In the midst of the Revolution, | 
when the writ of habeas corpus was as well under- | 
stood as it is now, when they were familiar with 
its operation in Great Britain, when they knew 
and understood all the rights and privileges it | 
granted to the citizen, we find that the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania passed a law repealing the power 
to issue the writ of habeas corpus, and went back 
and relieved the officers who refused to obey the | 
writs, and indemnified them from the operation of 
any wrong they might have done. This occurred 
in the Revolution, during the very period referred 
to by the Senator from Kentucky. If he wanted 
a strong and striking case, one that would bear 
comment, why did he not go back to this case, 
that occurred during the period to which he re- 
ferred in our revoluuonary struggle for independ- 
ence? But no; all these cases seem to have been | 
forgotten, and the mind was fixed down upon a 
case of recent occurrence. There is a great sim- | 
ilarity in the cases; but the one to which I have 
alluded is much more extravagant than the one 
referred to by the Senator. It was in Philadel- 
phia, where Congress was sitting; it was in Penn- 
sylvania where these persons, who were consid- 
ered inimical to the freedom of the country, were | 
found. Congress was appealed to, but Congress | 
executed the order; and the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, after it was executed, though it was in 
violation of the right to the writ of habeas corpus, 
passed a law indemnifying the persons that had 
violated it, and made it retrospective in its oper- 
ation. Hence we see that the Senator’s case does 
notamount to much. We find a much more ex- 
travagant case when we were struggling for our 
inde pendence as a people, when this course was | 
sustained by the authorities ofthecountry. What 
is our case now? We are not struggling for the 
establishment of our nationality, but we are now 
struggling for the existence of the Government. 
Suppose the writ of habeas corpus has been sus- 
pended: the question arises whether it was not a 
justifiable suspension at the time; and ought we 
not now to indorse simply what we would have | 
done if we had been here ourselves at the time the 
power was exercised ? 

The impression is sought to be made on the 
public mind that this is the first and only case 
where the power has beenexercised. [have shown 
that there is one tenfold more striking, that oc- 


° 
db? 


curred during our struggle for independencg. Is 
this the first me that persons in the United States 


have been placed under martial law? In 1815, 
when New Orleans was about to be sacked, when 
a foreign foe was upon the soil of Louisiana, New 
Orleans was put under martial law, and Judge 
Hall was made a prisoner because he attempted 
to interpose. Isthereaman here, orinthecountry, 
who condemns General Jackson for the exercise 
of the power of proclaiming martial law in 1815? 
Could that city have been saved without placing it 
under martial law, and making Judge Hall submit 


| wait until the country passes out of its peril; wait 
| until the country is relieved from its difficulty; | 


to it?) I know that General Jackson submitted to 
be arrested, tried, and fined $1,000; but what did 
Congress do in that case? It did just what we 
are called on to do in this case. By the restora- 
tion of his fine—an act passed by an overwhelming 
majority in the two Houses of Congress—the 
nation said ** we approve what you did.’’ Sup- 
pose, Mr. President, (which may have been the 
case,) that the existence of the Government de- 
pended upon the protection and successful defense 
of New Orleans; and suppose, too, it was in vio- 
lation of the strict letter of the Constitution for | 
General Jackson to place New Orleans under | 
martial law, but without placing it under martial | 
iaw the Government would have been overthrown: 
is there any reasonable, any intelligent man in or 
out of Congress who would not indorse and ac- | 
knowledge the exercise of a power which was | 
indispensable to the existence and maintenance of | 
the Government? The Gonstitution was likely 
to be overthrown, and the law was about to be 
violated,and the Government trampled under foot; 
and when itbecame necessary to prevent this, even 
by exercising a power that comes in conflict with 
the Constitution in time of peace, it should and 
ought to be exercised. If General Jackson had 
lost the city of New Orleans, and thereby the 
Government had been overthrown, by refusing to 
place Judge Hall and the city of New Orleans 
under martial law, he ought to have lost his head. 
But he acted as a soldier; he acted as a,patriot; 
he acted asastatesman; as one devoted to the in- 
stitutions and the preservation and the existence | 
of his Government; and by so acting the Govern- 
ment was saved and preserved. 

Then, sir, the power which has been exercised 
in this instance is no new thing. In great emer- 
gencies, when the life of a nation is in peril, when 
its very existence is flickering, to question too 
nicely, to scan too critically, its acts in the very 
midst of that flickering, in the very midst of that 
crisis, when the Government is likely to be over- 
thrown, is to make war upon it, and to try to | 
paralyze its energies. If war is to be made upon 
those who seem to violate the laws of the United 
States in their efforts to preserve the Government, 


wait until the crisis passes by, and then come for- 
ward, dispassionately, and ascertain to what ex- 
tent the law has been violated, if indeed it has 
been violated at all. 

A great ado has been made in reference to the 
Executive proclamation calling out the militia of 
the States to the extent of seventy-five thousand 
men. That call was made under the authority of | 
the act of 1795, and is perfectly in accordance with | 
the law. It has been decided by the Supreme 
Court of the United States that that act is consti- 
tutional, and that the President alone is the judge 





of the question whether the exigency has arisen. || 


This decision was made in the celebrated case of 
Martin vs. Mott. The opinion of the court was 
delivered by Judge Story. Let me read from the 
opinion of the court: 


“It has not been denied here thatthe act of 1795is within 
the constitutional authority of Congress, or that Congress 
may not lawfully provide for cases of imminent danger of 
invasion, as well 4; for cases where an invasion has actually 
taken place. In our opinion, there is no ground foradoubt 
on this point, even if it had been relied on; for the power | 
to provide for repelling invasion includes the power to pro- 
vide against the attempt and danger of invasion, as the 
necessary and proper means to effectuate the object. One 
of the best means to repel invasion is to provide the requi- 
site force for action betore the invader himself has reached | 
the soil. 

“The power thus confided by Congress to the President | 
is, doubiless, of a very high and delicate nature. A free | 
people are naturally jealous of the exercise of military | 
power; and the powerto call the militia into actual service | 
is certainly felt to be one of no ordinary magnitude. But 
it is not a power which can be executed without a corre- 
spoudent responsibility. It is, in its terms, a limited power, 
confined to cases of actual invasion, or of imminent danger 
of invasion. If it be a limited power, the question arises, 
by whom is the exigency to be judged of and decided? Is 
the President the sole and exclusive judge whether the 
exigency has arisen, or is it to be considered as an open 
question, upon which every officer, to whom the orders of 
the President are addressed, may decide for himself, and 
equally open to be contested by every militia man who 
shall refuse to obey the orders of the President? We are 
all of opinion that the authority to decide whether the ex- 
igency has arisen belongs exclusively to the President, and 
that his decision is conclusive upon all other persons. We 
think that this construction necessarily results from the 
nature of the power itself and from the manifest object 
contemplated by the act of Congress. The power itself ts 


to be exercised upon sudden emergencies, upon great oc- 
| casions of state, and under circumstances which may be 
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vital to the existence of the Union. A prompt and unhes- 
itating obedience to orders is indispensable to the compiete 
attainment of the object. The service is a military service, 
and the command ot a mnijitary nature ; and in such cases 
every delay and every obstacle to an efficient and tinmedi 

ate compliance necessarily tend to jeopard the pubtic in- 
terests.’’— Martin vs. Mott, 12 Wheaton’s Reports, p. 29. 

We see, then, that the power is clear as to 
calling out the militia; we see that we have pre- 
cedents for the suspension of the writ of habeas 
corpus. It must also be evident that this is an 
unpropitious time to be making war upon the 
Government, while it is in its greatest peril, and 
thereby paralyze, weaken, and destroy public 
confidence in the Government, when there isa 
power actively contending in the field to over- 
throw and upturn our institutions and destroy the 
Government itself. 

The next objection made is, that the President 
had no power to make additions to the Navy and 
Army. I say,in these two instances, he is justified 
by the great law of necessity. At the time, I 
believe it was necessary to the existence of the 
Government; and it being necessary, he had a 
right to exercise all those powers that, in his judg- 
ment, the crisis demanded for the maintenance of 
the existence of the Government itself. The sim- 
ple question—if you condemn the President for 
acting in the absence of Jaw—is, do you condemn 
the propriety of his course; do you condemn the 


| increase of the Army; do you condemn the in- 


crease of the Navy? If you oppose the measure 
simply upon the ground that the Executive called 
them forth anticipating law, what will you do 
now? ‘The question presents itself at this time, 
is it not necessary to increase the Army and the 
Navy? If youcondemn the exercise of the power 
of the Executive in the absence of law, what will 
you do now, as the law-making power, when it 
is manifest that the Army and Navy should be 
increased? You make war upon the Executive 
for anticipating the action of Congress. What 
do gentlemen do now, when called upon to sup- 
port the Government? Do,they do it? They 
say the President anticipated the action of Con- 
gress. Does not the Government need an in- 
crease of the Army and the Navy? Where do 


| gentlemen stand now? Are they for it? Do they 


sustain the Government? Are they giving it a 
helping hand? No; they go back and find fault 
with the exercise of a power that they say was 


| without law; but now, when they have the power 
| to make the law, and when the necessity is ap- 
| parent, they stand back and refuse. Where does 


| that place those who take that course? 


It places 
them against the Government, and against placing 
the means in the hands of the Government to 
defend and perpetuate its existence. The object 
is apparent, Mr. President. We had enemies of 
the Government here Jast winter; in my opinion, 
we have enemies of the Government here now. 

I said that I agreed with the Senator from Ken- 


|| tucky that there was a design—a deliberate de- 


termination—to change the nature and character 
of our Government. Yes, sir, it has been the de- 
sign foralong time. All the talk about slavery 


_and compromise has been but a pretext. We had 
| a long disquisition, and a very feeling one, from 


| Senator from California [{N 


| trons were lost. — 
| committee of thirteen? 
| mittee agree? 


the Senator from Kentucky. He became pathetic 
in the hopelessness of compromises. Did not the 
. Latuan] the other 
day show unmistakably that it was not compro- 
mise they wanted? I will add, that compromise 
was the thing they most feared; and their great 
effort was to get out of Congress before any com- 
promise could be made. At first, their cry was 
peaceable secession and reconstruction. They 
talked not of compromise; and, I repeat, their 
greatest dread and fear was, that something would 
be agreed upon; that their last and only pretext 
would be swept from under them, and that they 
would stand before the country naked and ex- 
posed. sable rsd 
The Senator from California pointed out to you 
a number of them who stood here and did not 
vote for certain propositions, and those proposi- 
W hat was the action before the 
Why did not that com- 
Some of the most ultra men from 
the North were members of that committee, and 


| they proposed to amend the Constitution so as to 


provide that Congress in the fature never should 
interfere with the subject of slavery. The com- 
mittee failed to agree, and some of its members 
at once telegraphed to their States that they must 
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go out of the Union at once. But after all that | 
transpired in the early part of the session, what 
was done? We know what the argument has 
been; in times gone by I met it; I have heard it 
again and again. It has been said that one great 
object was, first to abolish slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the slave trade between the 
States, as a Kind of initiative measure; next, to 
exclude it from the Territories; and when the 
free States were three fourths of all the States, so | 
as to have power to change the Constitution, they 
would amend the Constitution so as to give Con- 
gress power to legislate upon the subject of sla- | 
very in the States, and expel it from the States 
in which itisnow. Has not that been the argu- | 
ment? Now, how does the matter stand? Atthe 
last session of Congress seven States withdrew, 
it may be said that eight withdrew; reducing the 
remaining slave States down to one fourth of the | 
whole number of States. Now we have reached 
the point at which the charge has been made, that | 
whenever the free States constituted a majority 
in the Congress of the United States, sufficient to 
amend the Constitution, they would so amend it 
as to legislate upon the institution of slavery within 
the States, and that the institution of slavery 
would be overthrown. This has been the argu- 
ment; it has been repeated again and again; and 
hence the great struggle about the Territories. 
The argument was, we wanted to prevent the cre- 
ation of free States; we did not want to be reduced 
down to that point where, under the sixth article 
of the Constitution, three fourths could amend 
the Constitution so as to exclude slavery from the 


States. This has been the great point; this has | 


been the rampart; this has been the very pointto 


which it has been urged that the free States wanted | 


to pass. Now, how does the fact stand? Let us 


** render unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s.”’ | 
We reached, at the last session, just the point | 
where we were in the power of the free States; | 


and then what was done? Instead of an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States con- 


ferring power upon Congress to legislate upon the | 


subject of slavery, what was done? This joint 
resolution was passed by a two-thirds majority 
in each House: 

“* Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of the 


several States, as an amendment to the Constitution of the | 


United States, which, when ratified by three fourths of said 
Legislatures, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as 
part of the said Constitution, viz: 

“ Arr. 13. No amendment shall be made to the Consti- 
tution which will authorize or give to Congress the power 
to abolish, or interfere, within any State, with the domestic 
institutions thereof, including that of persons held to ser- 
vice or labor by the laws of said State.” 


Is not that very conclusive? Here is an amend- | 


ment to the Constitution of the United States to 
make the Constitution unamendable upon that 
subject, as itis upon some other subjects; that 
Congress, in the future, should have no power to 
legislate on the subject of slavery within the States. 
Talk about ‘‘ compromise,’’ and about the settle- 
ment of this question; how can you settle it more 
substantially? How can you geta guarantee that 
is more binding than an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, which is unamendable, that Congress in 


the future shall not even legislate on the subject? | 
This places the institution of slavery in the States | 


entirely beyond the control of Congress. Why 
have not the Legislatures that talk about ‘ recon- 


struction” and ‘* compromise’’ and *‘ guarantees,”’ | 


taken up this amendment to the Constitution and 
adopted it? Some States have adopted it. How 


many southern States have done so? Take my | 


own State, forinstance. Instead of accepting guar- 
antees protecting them in all future time against 
the legislation of Congress on the subject of sla- 
very, they undertake to pass ordinances violating 
the Constitution of the country, and taking the 


State out of the Union and into the southern con- | 


federacy. It is evident to me that with many the 
talk about compromise and the settlement of this 
question Is mere pretext, especially with those 
who understand the question. , 
3 What more was done at the last session of 
Congress, when the North had the power? Let 
us tell the truth. Three territorial bills were 
brought forward and passed. You remember in 
1847, when the agitation arose in reference to the 


Vilmot proviso. Youremember in 1850the con- | 
test about slavery prohibition in the Territories. | 


ou remember in 1854 the excitementin reference 


to the Kansas Nebraska bill, and the power con- 
ferred on the Legislature by it. Now we have a 
constitutional amendment, proposed at a time 
when the Republicans have the power; and at the 
same time they come forward with three territo- 
rial bills, and in neither of those bills can be found 
any prohibition, so far as slavery is concerned, in 
the Territories. Colorado, Nevada, and Dakota, 
are organized without any prohibition of slavery. 
But what do you find in these bills? Mark, Mr. 
President, that there is no slavery prohibition, 
mark too, the languge of the sixth section, confer- 
ring power upon the Territorial Legislature: 


“Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, That the legislative 


power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects 
ot legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be 


passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no | 


tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United States ; 
nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents be 
taxed higher than the lands or other property of residents ; 
nor shall any law be passed impairing the rights of private 


property; nor shall any discrimination be made in taxing | 


different kinds of property; but all property subject to tax 


ation shall be in proportion to the value of the property | 


taxed.”’ 
Can there be anything more clear and conclu- 


sive? First, there is no prohibition; next, the | 


Legislature shall have no power to legislate so 
as to impair the rights of private property, and 
shall not tax one description of property higher 
than another. Now, Mr. President, right here I 
ask any reasonable, intelugent man throughout 
the Union, to take the amendment to the Con- 
stitution, take the three territorial bills, put them 
all together, and how much of the slavery ques- 
tion is left? Is there any of it left? Yet we hear 


talk about compromise; and it is said the Union | 
must be broken up because you cannot get com- | 


promise. Does not this settle the whole question ? 
There is no slavery prohibition by Congress, and 


den from legislating so as to impair the rights of 
property. I know there are some who are sin- 
cere in this talk about compromise; but there are 
others who are merely making it a pretext, who 
come here claiming something in the hope that it 


should like to know how much more secure we 
can be in regard to this question of slavery. 
These three territorial bills cover every square 
inch of territory we have got; and here is an amend- 
ment to the Constitution embracing the whole 
question, so far as the States and the public lands 
of the United States are concerned. 

I am as much for compromise as any one can 
|| be; and there is no one who would desire more 
than myself to see peace and prosperity restored 


| the country, we find that rebellion is rife; that 


} 
treason has reared ithead. A distinguished Sen- 
|| ator from Georgia once said, ‘* when traitors be- 
come numerous enough, treason becomes respect- 
Traitors are getting to be so numerous 
now that I suppose treason has almost got to be 
' respectable; but God being willing, whether 
traitors be many or few, as | have hitherto waged ! 
war against traitors and treason, and in behalf of |; answers by saying that, as to the present gener- 
the Government wipich was constructed by our 
fathers, I intend to continue it to the end. [Ap- 


able.’’ 


ylause in the galleries. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Order! 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. President, 
we are in the midst of a civil war; blood has been 
shed; life has been sacrificed. Who commenced 
it? Of that we will speak hereafter. I am speak- 
ing now of the talk about compromise. Traitors 
and rebels are standing with arms in their hands, 
and it is said that we must go forward and com- 
promise withthem. They are in the wrong; they 
are making war upon the Government; they are 
trying to upturn and destroy our free institutions. 
I say to them that the compromise I have to make 
under the existing circumstances is, ** ground | 
your arms; obey the laws; acknowledge the su- 
premacy of the Constitution—when you do that, 
{ will talk to you about compromises.”’ All the 
compromise that I have to make 1s the compro- 
mise of the Constitution of the United States. 
It is one of the best compromises that can be 
made. We lived under it from 1789 down to 
the 20th of December, 1860, when South Carolina 
undertook to go outof the Union. We prospered; 
we advanced in wealth, in commerce, in agricul- 
\i ture, in trade, in manufactures, in all the arts and 


the Territorial Legislatures are expressly forbid- | 


will be refused, and that then, upon that refusal, | 
their States may be carried out of the Union. L | 


to the land; but when we look at the condition of 


- THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 291 


sciences, and in religion, more than any people 
upon the face of God’s earth had ever done be- 
fore in the same time. What better compromise 
do you want? You lived under it until you got 
to bea greatand prosperous people. it was made 
by our fathers, and cemented by their bleod. 
When you talk to me about compromise, l hold 
up to you the Constitution under which you de- 
rived all your greatness, and which was made by 
the fathers of your country. It will protect you 
in all your rights. ; 

Butit is said that we had better divide the coun- 
try and make a treaty and restore peace. If, under 
the Constitution which was framed by Washing- 
ton and Madison and the patriots of the Revolu- 
tion, we cannot live as brothers, as we have in 
times gone by, I ask can we live quietly under a 
treaty, separated as enemies? The same causes 
will exist; our geographical and physical position 
will remain just the same. Suppose you makea 
treaty of peace and division: if the same causes 
of irritation, if the same causes of division con- 
tinue to exist, and we cannot live as brothers in 
fraternity under the Constitution made by our 
fathers, and as friends in the same Government, 
how can we live in peace as aliens and enemies 
under a treaty? It cannot be done; it is imprac- 
ticable. 

But, Mr. President, I concur fully with the dis- 
like expressed by the distinguished Senator from 
Kentucky to a change in the form of our Gov- 
|, ernment. He seemed to be apprehensive of a dic- 

tatorship. He feared there might be a change in 
the nature and character of our institutions. I 
could, if L chose, refer to many proofs to estab- 
lish the fact that there has beena design to change 
the nature of our Government. I could refer to 
Mr. Rhett; | could refer to Mr. Inglis; | could 
| refer to various others to prove this. The Mont- 
gomery Daily Advertiser, one of the organs of the 
| so-called southern confederacy, says: 
| Has it been a precipitate revolution? It has not. With 
coolness and deliberatidn the subject has been thought of 
for forty years ; for ten years it has been the all-absorbing 
theme in political circles. From Maine to Mexico all the 
different phases and forms of the question have been pre 
sented to the people, until nothing else was thought of, 


nothing else spoken of, and nothing else taught in many of 
| the political schools.”’ 


This, in connection with other things, shows 
| that this movement has been long contemplated, 
and that the idea has been to separate from and 
break up this Government, to change its nature 
and character; and now, after they have attempted 
|| the separation, if they can succeed, their intention 
|| is to subjugate and overthrow and make the other 
States submit to their form of government. 

To carry out the idea of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, | want to show that there is most conclu- 
sive proof of adesign to change our government. 

I quote from the Georgia Chronicle: 

* Our own republican Government has failed midway in 
its trial, and with it have nearly vanished the hopes of 
those philanthropists who, believing in man’s capacity for 
self-government, believed, therefore, in spite of so many 

| failures, in the practicability of a republic.” 
**1f this Government has gone down,’’ asks the 
| editor, ** what shall be its substitute?’ And he 


| ation, *‘it seems their only resort must be toa 
constitutional monarchy.’’ Hence you see the 
Senator and myself begin to agree in the propo- 
sition that the nature and character of the Gov- 
ernment are to be changed. 

Williant Howard Russell, the celebrated cor- 
respondent of the London Times, spent some time 
in South Carolina, and he writes: 

* From all quarters have come to my ears the echoes of 
the same voice; it may be feigned, but there is no discord 
in the note, and it sounds in wonderful strength and mo 
notony all over the country. Shades of George IL], of 
North, of Johnson, of all who contended against the great 

| rebellion which tore these colonies from England, ean you 
hear the chorus which rings through the State of Marion, 
Sumter, and Pinckney, and not clap your ghostly hands 
in triumph? ‘That voice says, ‘if we could only get one 
of the royal race of England to rule over us, we should be 
content!’ Let there be no misconception on this point. 
That sentiment, varied in a hundred ways, has been re 
peated to me over and over again. ‘There is a general ad- 
mission that the means to such an end are wanting, and 
that the desire cannot be gratified sutthe admiration for 
monarchial institutions on the English mode}, tur privileged 
classes, and for a Janded aristocracy and gentry, is undis 
guised and apparently genuine. With the pride of having 
achieved their independence, is mingled in the South Car- 
olinian’s heart a strange regret at the result and conse- 
quences, and many are they who § would go back to-mor- 
row if we could.’ An intense affeetion for the British 
connection, a love of British habits and customs, a respect 
for British sentiment, law, authority, order, civilization 
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and literature, preéminently distinguish the inhabitants of 


this State,’? &e 

This idea was not confined to localities. It was 
extensive ly prev lent, thourh policy prompt d 
its occasional repudiation. At a meeting of 1] 
pe onle of B bb « ounty, Cr org ia, the subj ct was 
discussed, and a constitutional monarchy was not 
recormmended for the southern States, ** AS recom- 
mended by some of the advocates of immediat 
disunion.’? Here is evidence that the public mind 
liad been sought to be influenced in that dir 
tion; but the people were not prepared for it. 
Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, during the delive ry of 
a speech by Mr. A. H. Stephens, before the ‘Le- 
gisiature of that State, did not hesitate to prefer 


the form of the British Government to our own. 

Notlong since—some time in the month of May 
—I read in the Richmond Whig, published at the 
place where their government 1s now operating, 
the center from which they are directing their 
armies which are making war upon this Govern- 
ment, an article in which it is stated that rather 
than submit to the Atiministration now in power 
in the city of Washington, they would prefer 
passing under the constitutional reign of the ami- 
able Queen of Great Britain. lL agree, therefore, 
with the Senator from Kentucky, that there isa 
desire to Government. We see it 
emanating from every point in the South. Mr. 
‘Poombs was not willing to wait for the movement 
of the people. Mr. Stephens, in his speech to the 
Legislatare of Georgia, preferred the calling of a 
convention; but Mr. ‘Toombs was unwilling to 
wait. Mr. Stephens was unwilling to see any 
violent action in advance of the action of the peo- 

le: but Mr. Toombs repli d: ** 1 will not wait; 
| will take the sword in my own hand, disregard- 
ing the will of the people, even in the shape ofa 
convention;’’ and history will record that he kept 
his word. He and others had become tired and 
dissatisfied with a governme nt of the pe ople; they 
have lost confidence in man’s capacity for se If- 
government; and furthermore, they would be will- 
ing to form an alliance with Great Britain; 
Great Britain were slow in forming the alliance, 
with France; and they know they can succee d 
there, on account of the hate and malignity which 
exist between the two nations. They would be 
willing to pass under the reign of the amiable and 
constitutional Queen of Great Britain! Sir, I love 
woman, and woman’s reign in the right place; but 
when we talk about the amiable and accomplished 
Queen of oe Britain, | must say that all our 
women are ladies, all are queens, all are equal to 
Queen Victoria, and many of them greatly her 
superiors. They desire no such thing; nor do we 
Hence we see whither this moveme nt is te nding. 
It isa change of Government; and in that the Sen- 
ator and myse lf most fully concur. 

The Senator from no ntucky w as wonderfully 
alarmed at the idea of a * dictator,’’ and replied 
with as much point as oaminie to the Senator 
from Oregon, who made the suggestion. But, sir, 
what do we find in the Richmond Examiner, 
which is published at the seat of government of 
the so-called confederate States? 


} 
change this 


**In the late debates of the congress of this confederacy, 
Mr. Wright, of Georgia, showed a true appreciation of the 
crisis When he advocated the grant of power to the presi 
dent that would enable him to make immediate defense of 
Richmond, aud to bring the whole force of the confederacy 
to: bear on the affairs of Virginia. It is here that the fate of 
the confederacy is to be decided ; and the time is too short 
to permit red tape to interfere with public safety. No 
power in exccutive hands can be too great, no discretion 


too absolute, at such moments as these. We need a dic 
tator Let lawyers talk when the world has time to hear 
them. - Now let the sword do its work. Usurpations of 


power by the chiet, for the preservation of the people from 
robbers and murderers, will be reckoned as genius and 
patriotism by all sensible men in the world now, and by 
every historian that will judge the deed hereatter.”’ 

The articles of their leading papers, the Whig 
and the Examiner, and the speeches of their lead- 
ing men, all show unmistakably that their great 
object is to change the character of the Govern- 
ment. Henee we come back to the proposition 
that it isa contest whether the people shall govern 
or not. I have here an article that appeared in 
the Memphis Bulletin, of my own State, from 
which it appears that under this reign of secession, 
this reign of terror, this disintegrating clement 
that isdestructive of allgood, and the accomplisher 
of nothing that is right, they have got things be- 
yond their control: 


‘In times like these, there must be one ruling power to | 


which all others must yield. ‘Ina multitude of counsel- 


or, if 





or aith the Book of Rooks, ‘there is safety ;’ but no 
where are we told, in history or revelation, that there is 
tuglt of safety ina multitude of rulers. Any* rule of action,’ 
i called the * lah,’ betier than a mubhtitude of 
‘ i ble statu Any e head better 
t rt f which nimy ive itself the ne i 
par i supren put ‘ ull civil and militar 
i ims 
I Gove r Harris be kis if need I id Baugh a 
‘* Let Governor Harris be king, and Baugha 
despot,’’ says the Bulletin. Whois Baugh? 
mayor of Memphis. The mob reign of terror 
rotten up under this doctrine nef secession is so 
it that we find that they appealing to the 
. . 7° . ‘a BS 
one-man power. They are even wi ling to make 
the mayor of the city a despot, and Isham G. 


Harris, a little Pp etty Gove oor of Tennessee, a 
He is to be made king over the State that 
the bones of the immortal, the illustri- 
ous Jackson. Isham G. Harrisaking! Or Jeff. 
Davis a dictator, and Isham G. Harris one of his 
He a king over the free and patriotic peo- 
pleof Tennessee! Isham G. Harristo be my king. 
Yes, sir, my king! I know the man. I know 
his elements. I know the ingredients that con- 
stitute the compound called Isham G. Harris. 
King Harris to be my master, and the master of 
the pe ople that I have the proud and conscious 
satisfaction of representing on this floor! Mr. 
President, he should not be my slave. [Applause 
in the 

The PRES SIDENT pro tempore. Order! A 
repe tition of th ie olfense will compe | the Chair to 
order the calle ries to be cleared forthwith. The 
order of the Senate must and shall be preserved. 
No demonstrations of applause or of Mi Sap} 
bation will be allowed. The Chair hopes not to 
be comp lled to resort to the extremity of 
the galleries of the audience. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I was proceed- 
ing with this line of argument to show that in the 
general proposition that there wasa fixed determ- 
ination to change the character and nature of the 
Government, the Senator from Kentucky and my- 
self agree; and so far I think I have succeeded 
very well. And now, when we are look ing at the 
elements of which this southern confederac y is 
composed, it may be well enough to examine the 
principles of the elements out of which a govern- 
ment is to be made that they prefer to this. We 
have shown, so faras the slavery question is con- 
cerned, that that whole question is settled; and it 
is now shown to the American people and the 
world that the people of the southern States have 
now got no right which they said they had lost 
before they went out of this Union; but, on the 
contrary, many of their rights have been dimin- 
ished, and oppression and tyranny have been in- 
augurated in their stead. Let me ask you, sir, 
to-day, and let me ask the nation, what right has 
any State in this so-called confederacy lost under 
the Constitution of the United States? Let me 
ask each individual citizen in the United States, 
what right has he lost py the continuance of this 


king. 


contains 


traps. 


g: alle rics, 


mpro- 


clear- 


' Government based on the Constitution of the Uni- 


ted States? Is there a man North or South, East 
or West, who can put his finger on one single 
privilege, or one single right, of which he has been 
de ‘prived ay the Constitution or Union of these 
States? - he do it?) Can he touchit? Can 
he see it? Can he feel it? No, sir; there is no 
one right that he has lost. How many rights and 
privileges, and how much protection have they 
lost by going out of the Union, and violating the 
Constitution of the United States 
Pursuing this line of argument in regard to the 

formation of their government, let us take South 
Carolina, for instance, and see what her notions 
of government are. She is the leading spirit, and 
will constitute one of the master elements in the 
formation of this confederate government when 
it is formed. What qualifications has South 
Carolina affixed upon even members of the Le- 
gislature ? 
government—a State that will contribute to the 
permanent formation of the government that is to 
exist hereafter. In the constitution of South Car- 
olina it is provided that— 


‘*No person shall be eligible to a seat in the House of 


Representatives, unless he is a free white man, of the age 
of twenty-one years, and hath been a citizen and resident 
of this State three years previous to his election. If a res- 
ident in the election district, he shall not be eligible toa 


| seat in the House of Representatives, unless he be legally 


seized and possessed, in his own right, of a settled freehold 
estate of five htindred acres of land and ten negroes.”” 


Let us see what are her notions of 
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ciples of government, 


; conscicnces, 
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the notion that South Carolina has of 
necessary qualifications of a member of «| 


This is 
the 


1 
lower branch of the State Legislature. Now, I 
desire to ask the distinguished Senator from Ken- 


clous about com- 


the 


tuc . mer ho seems to be SO tena 


8s, about r 


r ights, and about 
f this que suon, and who can discover that the 


settlement 


] 

( 

Constitution has been violated so often and so 
flagrantly, yet never can see that it has been vio- 
lated anywhere else—if he desires to seek undet 
this South Carolina diveiameat for his 
rights? I do not intend to be personal? I wish 
he were in his s¢ at, for he knows that | have thie 
createst kindness for him. I am free to say, in 


connection with what I am about to observe, that 
lama little selfish in this; because if I lived in 
South Carolina, with these disabilities or qualifi- 
cations affixed upon a member, I would not be 
to a seat in the lower branch of the Leg 
lature. That would bea poor place for me to go 
and get my rights; would itnot? Idoubt whether 
the Senator from Kentucky is eligible to-day toa 


eligible Se 


seat in the lower branch of the Legislature of 
South Carolina. I do not refer to him in any 
other than the most res spectful terms, but I doubt 


whether he would be qualifie d to take a seat in 
the lower branch of her Legislature. I should 
not be, and I believe I am just as good as any 
who do take seats there. 

In looking furthe r into the constitution of South 
Carolina, in order to ascertain what are her prin- 
what do we find?) We find 
it provided that, in the apportionment of these 
representatives, the whole number of white in- 
habitants ia to be divided by sixty-two, and eve ry 
sixty-second part is to have one Ther 
all the taxes are to be divided | y SIXly-two, ak 
every sixty-second part of the taxes is to have 
one member also. Hence we sce that slaves, con- 
stitating the basis of property, would get the 
largest amount of representation; and we that 
property goes inan equal representation to all the 
numbers, while those numbers constitute a part 
of the property-holders. ‘That is the basis of their 
representation. 

Sir, that is not the place for me to go to get my 
rights, nor do a large proportion of my people 
think it is the place for them to go to get their 
rights. Notwithstanding they have been borne 
down; notwithstanding there has been an army of 
fifty-five thousand men created by the Legis! 
ture; notwithstanding $5,000,000 of money bh: 
been appropriated to be expended against the 
Union; and notwithstanding the arms manufac- 
tured by the Government, and distributed among 
the States for the protection of the people, have 
been denied to them by this little petty tyrant of 
a king, and are now turned upon the Government 
for its overthrow and destruction, those people, 
when left to themselves to carry out their own 
sovernment and the honest dictates of their own 
will be found to be opposed to this 


member. 


Sct 


is 


| revolution. 


Mr. President, while the congress of the con- 
federate States was engaged in the formation of 
their constitution, I find a protest from South 
Carolina against a decision of that congress in 


| relation to the slave trade, in the C aoe ston Mer- 


| 


| social nature; that for some unaccountable 


L. W. 


from 


cury, of February 13. It is eget n by 
Spratt to * ‘Hon. John Perkins, delegate 
Louisiana. It begins in this w ay: 


** From the abstract of the constitution for the provisional 
government, published in the papers this morning, it ap 


pears thatthe slave trade, except with the slave Stites ol 
North America, shall be prohibited. ‘The congress, there 


fore, not content with the laws of the late United States 
against it, which, it is to be presumed, were re adopted, 
have unalterably fixed the subject, by a provision of the 
constitution. 

He goes on and protests. We all know that 
that constitution is made for the day, just for the 
time being, a mere tub thrown out to the whale 
to amuse and entertain the public mind for a time. 
We know this to be so. But in making his argu- 
ment what does he say? Mr. Spratt, a commis- 
sioner who went to ‘Florida, a member of the 

‘South Carolina convention that took the State out 
of the Union, says in this protest: 

“The South is now in the formation of a slave republic. 
This, perhaps, is not adinitted generally. There are many 
contented to believe that the South, as a ge ographi al see 
tion, is in mere assertion of its independence 5 that it is 


instinct with no especial truth—pregnant of uo distinct 
reason, the 


two sections have become opposed to each other; that tor 
reasons equally insufficient, there is disagreement between 
= people that direct them ; ; and that from no overruling 
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necessity, 0 impossibility of coexistence, but as mere 
matter of policy, it has been considered best for the South 
to strike out for herself, and establish an independence of 
herown. This, I fear, is an inadequate conception of the 


> 


controversy. 


This indicates the whole scheme 

‘The contest is not between the North and South as 
geographical sections, for between su h sections mer 
there can be no contest; ner between the people « } 
North and the people of the Seuth, for our relations hav 
been pleasant; and on neutral grounds there is still nothing 
to cstrange us. We eattogether, trade together, and prac 
lice vet, iu intercourse, with great respect, the courtesies 
of common life. But the real contest is between the two 
forms of society which have become established, the one 
at the North, and the other at the South.” 

The protest continues: 

‘¢ With that perfect economy of resources, that just ap 
plication of power, that concentration of forces, that secu- 
rity of order which results to slavery from the permanent 
direction of its best intelligence, there is no other form of 
human labor that ean stand against it, and it will build 
itself a home, and erect for itself at some point within the 
present limits of the southern States, a structure of im 
perial power and grandeur—a glorious ¢ onfederacy of States 
that will stand aloft and serene tor ages amid the anarchy 
of democracies that will reel around it.?— * , — ™ 

* But it may be that to this end another revolution may 
be nec: ssary. It is to be apprehended that this contest be 
tween democracy and slavery is not ye t over. It is certain 
that bath forms of society exist within the limits ofthe south 
ern States; both are distinetly dev ape within the limits 
of Virginia; andthere, whether we perceive the factor not, 
the war already rages. In that State there are about five 
huidred thousand slaves to about one million of whites ; 
and as at least as many slaves as masters are necessary to 
the constitution of slave society, about five hundred thou 
sand of the white population are in legitimate relation to 
the slaves, and the rest are in excess.”’ 

Hence we see the propriety of Mr. Mason’s 
letter, in which he declared that all those who 
would not vote for secession must leave the State, 
and thereby you get clear of the excess of popu- 
lation to the slaves. T hey must emigrate. 

‘Like an excess of “alkali or acid in chemical experi 
ments, they are unfixed in the social compound. Without 
legitimate connection with the slave, they are in competi- 
tion with him.”’ 

The protest continues: 

* And even in this State [South Carolina] the ultimate 
result is not determined. The slave condition here would 
seem to be established. There is here an excess of one 
hundred and twenty thousand slaves; and here is fairly 

xhibited the normal nature of the institution. The offi- 
eers of the State are slaveowners, and the representatives 
of slaveowners. Intheir public acts they exhibit the con- 
sciousness of a superior position. Without unusual indi 
vidual ability, they exhibit the elevation of tone and com 
posure of public sentiment proper to a master class. There 
is no appeal to the mass, for there is no mass to appeal to; 
there are no demagogues, for there is no populace to breed 
them ; judges are not foreed upon the stump ; governors are 
not to be dragged before the people; and when there is 
eause to act upon the fortunes of our social institution, 
there is perhaps an unusual readiness to meet it.” 

Again: ; 

‘It is probable that more abundant pauper labor may 
pour in, and it is to be feared that even in this State, the 
purest in its slave condition, democracy may gain a foot- 
hold, and that there also the contest for existence may be 
waged between them. 

“ft thus appears that the contest is not ended with a dis- 
solution of the Union, and that the agents of that contest 
still exist within the limits of the southern States. The 
causes that have contributed to.the defeat of slavery still 


‘occur; our slaves are still drawn off by higher prices to the 


West. Their is still foreign pauper labor ready to supply 
their place. Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, pos- 
sibly Tennessee and North Carolina, may lose their slaves, 
as New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, have done. 
In that condition they mustrecommence the contest. There 
is no avoiding that necessity. The systems cannot mix; 
and thus it is that slavery, like the Thracian horse return 
ing from the field of victory, still bears a master on his 
back ; and, having achieved one revolution to escape de 
mocracy atthe North, it must still achieve another to escape 
itatthe South. That it will ultimately triumph none ean 
doubt. It will become redeemed and vindicated, and the 
only question now to be de ‘termine dis, eh ull there be an- 
othe r revolution to that eud? . ‘ . 

‘If, in short, you shall own slavery as thie source of your 
authority. and act for it, and erect, as you are commis- 
sioned to erect, not only a southern, but a slav e republic, 
the work will be accomplishe da.” ’ P 

“ But if you shalt not; if you shail commence by ignor 
ing slavery, or shall be content to edge it on by indirection ; : 
if you shall exhibit care but for the re public, respect but 


a democrac y; if you shall stipulate for the toleration of 


slavery, as an existing evil, by admitting assumptions to its 
prejudice, and restrictions to its power and progress, you 
reinaugurate the blunder of 1789; you will combine States, 


whether true or not, to slavery; you will have no tests of 


faith; some will find it to their interests to abandon it; 
slave labor will be fettered; hireling labor will be free; 
your confederacy is again divide d into antagonistic soc ie- 
ties; the irrepressible conflict is again commenced ; and as 
slavery can sustain the structure ofa stable Government, 
and will sustain such structure, and as it will sustain no 
struciure but its own,another revolution comes; but wheth r 
in the order and propriety of this, is gravely to be doubted.” 


In another part of this protest, [ find this par- 
agraph: 


“* If the clause be carried into the permanent government, 
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our whole movement is defeated. It will abolitionize the 
border slave States—it will brand our institution. Slavery 
cannot share a government with democracy—it cannot 
bear a brand upon it; thence another revolution. It may 
be painful, but we must make it. The Constitution cau 
not b inged without. ‘The border States, discharged ot 
{ vy, will oppose it. They are to be included by th 

\ -y will be sufficient to defeat it. [tis doubt 
ful ifanother movement will be as peacetul.”’ 


In this connection, let me read the following 
raph from De Bow’s Review: 

Alli ¢ ye ernment begins with usurpation, and is continued 
by force. Nature putsthe ruling elements uppermost, and 
the masses below and subject to those elements. Less than 
this is not government. The right to govern resides in a 
very small minority; the duty to obey is inherent in the 
great mass of mankind.”’ 

We find by an examination of all these articles, 
that the whole idea is to establish a republic based 
upon slavery exclusively, in which the great mass 
of the p eople are not to participate. We find an 
arcument made here against the admission of 
non-slaveholding States into their confederacy. If 
they refuse to admit a non-slaveholding State into 
the confederacy; for the very same reason they 
will exclude an individual who is not a slave- 
holder, in a slaveholding State, from participating 
in the exercise of the powers of the Government. 
Take the whole argument rangi aud that is the 
plain meaning of it. Mr. Spratt says, that sooner 
or later it will be done; and if the one sent revolu- 
tion will not accomplish it, it must be brought 
about even if another revolution has to take place. 
We sce, therefore, that it is most clearly contem- 
plated to change the character and nature of the 
Government so far as they are concerned. They 
have lost confidence in the integrity, in the capa- 
bility, in the virtue and intelligence of the great 
mass of the people to govern. Sir, in the section 
of the country where | live, notwithstanding we 
reside in a slave State, we believe that freemen 
are capable of self-government. We care not in 
what shape their property exists; whether it is 
in the shape of slaves or otherwise. We hold 
that it is upon the intelligent free white people 
of the country that all Governments should rest, 
and by them all Governments should be con- 
trolleg. 

I think, therefore, sir, that the President and 
the Senator from Kentucky have stated the ques- 
tionaright. Thisisastruggle between two forms 
of government. Itis a struggle for the existence 
of the Government we have. The issue is now 
fairly made up. All those that favor free gov- 
ernment must stand with the Constitution, and in 
favor of the Union of the States as itis. That 
Union being once restored, the Constitution again 
becoming supreme and paramount, when peace, 
law, and order, shall be restored, when the Govy- 
ernment shall be restored to its pristine position, 
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December 30. The United States arsenal at 
Charleston seized. 

January 2. Forts Pulaskiand Jackson, and the 
United States arsenal, at Savannah, seized by 
Georgia troops, ; 

January 2. Fort Macon and the United States 
arsenal at Fayetteville seized by North Caro- 
lina. ; 

January 4. 


Fort Morgan and the United States 


| arsenal at Mobile seized by Alabama. 


January 8. Forts Johnson and Caswell, 
Smithville, seized by North Carolina; 
by order of Governor Ellis. 

January 9. The Star of the West, bearing re- 
inforcements for Major Anderson, fired at in 
Charleston harbor. 

January 12. Fort McRae, at Pensacola, seized 
by Florida, 

January 10. 


restored 


j The steamer Marion seized by 
South Carolina; restored on the Ath. 

January 11. The United States arsenal at Baton 
Rouge, and Forts Pike, St. P hilip, and Jackson, 
seized by Louisiana, ‘ 

January 11. Fort Barrancas and the navy-yard 

Pensacola seized by Florida, 

These forts cost $5,947,000, are pierced for one 
thousand and ninety-nine guns, and are adapted 
for a war garrison of five thousand four hundred 
and thirty men. 

We find, as was shown here the ether day, and 


| as has been shown on former occasions, that the 


| State of South Carolina seceded, 
| secede, and withdrew from this confederacy of 
| States without cause. 


or attempted to 


In seceding, her first step 


was a violation of the Constitution. She seceded 


| on the 20th of last December, making the first in- 


} Mi 7-1 “oF , . S . r . } 
then, if necessary, we can come forward under 


yroper and favorable circumstances to amend 
i ’ 
change, alter, and modify the Constitution, as 
pointed out by the fifth article of the instrument, 


and thereby perpetuate the Government. This 


can be done, and this should be done. 


We have heard a great deal said in reference to 
Phe Senator | 


the violation of the Constitution. 
from Kentucky see we xcee dingly sensitive about 
violations of the Constitution. 


erable than one for its destruction. 
complaints, in all these arraig 
rard of the Constitution, have you “ ard, as was 
forcibly and eloquently said by the Senator from 
Illinois, 
said against violations of the 


ment of the United States? Not one word, sir. 


The Senator enumerates what he calls viola- 


tions of the Constitution—the suspension of the 


writ of habeas corpus, the proclaiming of martial 
law, the increase of the Army and Navy, and the 


’ 


e xisting war; and then he asks, ‘* Why all this?’ 
‘The answer must be apparent to all. 

Sut first 
of events on the other side. 

December 277 Fort Moultrie and Cast 
ney, at Charleston, seized. 

D cember 27. The 


e Pinck- 


possession of by South Carolina. 





‘Sir, it seems to 
me, admitting - his apprehensions are well 
founded, that a violation of the Constitution for 
the pore servation of the Government, is more tol- 
In all these 
nments of the pres- 
ent Government for violation of law and disre- 


{Mr. Brownina,} before me, one word 
Constitution and 
the trampling under foot of law by the States, or 
the party, now making war upon the Govern- 


, let me supply a chronological table 


revenue cutter William | 
Aiken surrendered by her commander, and taken 


4) 


| 


novation and violation of the law and the Consti- 
tution of the country. On the 27th day of Decem- 
ber what did she do? She seized Fort Moul- 

trie and Castle Pinckney, and caused your little 
band of sixty or seventy men under the command 
of Major Anderson to retire to a little pen in the 
ocean—Fort Sumter. She commenced erecting 
batteries, arraying cannon, preparing for war; 
effect, proclaiming herself at once our enemy. 
Seceding from the Union, taking Fort Sumter and 
Castle Pinckney, driving your men in fact into 
Fort Sumter, | say were practical acts of war. 
You need not talk to me about technicalities, and 
the distinction that you have got no war until 
Congress declares it. Congress could legalize it, 
or could make war, it is true; but that was prac- 
tical war. Who began it? Then, sir, if South 
Carolina secedes, withdraws from the Union, be- 
comes Our common enemy, is itnot the duty, the 
constitutional duty of the Government and of the 
President of the United States to make war, or to 
resist the attacks and assaults made by an enemy? 
Is she not as much our enemy as Great Britain 
was in the revolutionary struggle? Is she not 
to-day as much our enemy as Great Britain was 
during the war of 1812? 

In this connection, | desire to read some re- 
marks made by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Pork] in his speech the other day, in regard to 
this general idea of who made the war. He said, 
speaking of the war: 

“This has all been brought about since the adjournment ot 
the last Congress—since the 4th of March; indeed, since 
the 15th of April. Congress has declared no war. The 
Constitution of the United States says * that Congress shall 
be authorized to declare war;’ and yet, sir, chiough Con 
gress has deelared no war, we are in the midst of a war 
monstrous jin its character, and hugely monstrous in its pro- 
portions. ‘That war has been brought on by the President 
of the United States since the 4th of March, of his own 
motion and of his own wrong; and under what circum 
stances? Before the close of the last Congress, as early as 

the month of January, secession was an accomplished fact. 

Before the close of the last Congress, as many States had 
| seceded from the Union, or had claimed to secede, as had 
; on the loth ef April; and yet the last Congress made no 
declaration of war; the last Congress passed no legislation 
calculated to carry on a war; the last Congress refused to 
pass bills having this direction, or having any purpose of 
coercion. Now, sir, how has this war been brought on? I 
have said that, in my judgment, it has been brought on by 
the President of the United States; and a portion of the 
procedure which has resulted in it is named in the pream 
ble of this joint resolution, which it is proposed that we 
shall appfove and legalize.’ 

The Senator from Kentueky (Mr. Powerex] 
spoke pretty much in the same language, Speak- 
ing of the refusal of Ke ntucky to respond to the 
first call of the President for seventy-five thousand 
men, he said: 


“ She believed that the calling forth of such an immense 
armament was for the purpose of making a war of subjuga 
tion on the southern States, and upon tliat ground she 
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refused to furnish the regiments called for. 
seems to be a little offended at the neutrality of Kentacky. 
Sir, Kentucky has assumed a position of neutrality, and I 
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only hope that she may be able to maintain it. She has 
assumed that position because there is no impulse of her 
patriotic heart that desires her to imbrue her hands in a 
brother's blood, whether he be from the North or the South. 
Kentacky Jooks upon this war as unholy, unrighteous, and 
unjust. Kentucky believes that this war, if carried out, 
can resultin nothing else than a final disruption of this 
Confederacy. She hopes, she wishes, she prays, that this 
Union may be maintained. She believes that cannot be 
done by force of arms ; that it must be done by compromise 
and conciliation, if it can be done at all; and hence, being 
devoted truly to the Union, she desires to stay this war, 
and desires measures of peace to be presented for the ad- 
justment of our difficulties.” 

I desired in this connection to place before-the 
Senate the remarks 6f both the Senators from 
Kentucky and the Senator from Missouri, and to 
answer them at tlie same time. The Senator from 
Missouri says the war was brought on since the 
4th of Merch by the President of the United States 
of his own motion, The Senator from Kentucky | 
[Mr. Powe.t] pronounces it an unjust, an un- | 
righteous, and an unholy war. Sir, I think it is | 
an unjust, an unrighteous, and an unholy war. 

But, sir, | commenced enumerating the facts in 
regard to the question of who commenced the war. 
How dothey stand? Ihave juststated that South 
Carolina seceded—withdrew from the Confeder- 
acy; and in the very act of withdrawing, she 
makes practical war upon the Government, and 
becomes its enemy. The Star of the West, on 
the 7th of January, laden simply with provisions 
to supply those starving men in Fort Sumter, 
attempted to enter the harbor, and was fired upon, 
and had to tack about, and leave the men in the | 
forts to perish or do the best they could. We 
also find, that on the 11th of April General Beau- | 
regard had an interview with Major Anderson, 
and made a proposition to him to surrender. 
Major Anderson stated, in substance, that he 
could do no such thing; that he could not strike 
the colors of his country, and refused to surren- 
der; but he said, at the same time, that by the 
15th of the month his provisions would give out, 
and if not reinforced and supplied, starvation 
must take place. It seems that at this time, Mr. 
Pryor, from Virginia, was in Charleston. The | 
convention of Virginia was sitting, and it was 
important that the cannon’s roar should be heard | 
in the land. Virginia was to be taken out of the | 
Union, although a majority of the delegates in the 
convention were elected against secession, and in 
favor of the Union. We find that after being in 
possession of the fact that by the 15th of the 
month, the garrison would be starved out and 
compelled to surrender, on the morning of the 
12th they commenced the bombardment, fired 
upon your fortand upon your men. They knew 
that in three days they would be compelled to 
surrender; but they wanted war. It was indis- 
vensable to produce an excitement in order to | 
heres Virginia out of the Union, and they com- | 
menced the war. The firing was kept up until 
such time as the fort was involved in smoke and 
flames, and Major Anderson and his men were 
compelled to lie on the floor with their wet hand- 
kerchiefs to their faces to save them from suffo- 
cation and death. Even in the midst of all this, 
they refused to cease their firing, but kept it up 
until he was compelled to surrender. 

Who then commenced the war? 
the first blow? Who violated the Constitution 
in the first place? Who trampled the law under 
foot, and violated the law morally and legally? 
Was it not South Carolina, in seceding? And yet 
you talk about the President having brought on 
the war by his own motion, when these facts are 
incontrovertible. No one dare attempt to assail 
them. But after Fort Sumter was attacked and 
surrendered, what do we find stated in Montgom- 
ery when the news reached there? Here is the 
telegraphic announcement of the reception of the 
news there: 


Who struck 


« Monteomery, Friday, .fpril 12, 1861. 
**©An immense crowd serenaded President Davis and 
Secretary Waiker, at the Exchange Hotel to-night.” 


Mr. Davis refused to address the audience, but 
his Secretary of War did. The Secretary of 
War, Mr. Walker, said: 


* No man could tell where the War this day commenced 
would end, but he would prophesy that the flag which now 
tlaunts the breeze here would float over the dome of the 
old Capitol, at Washington, before the Ist of May. Let 
them try southern chivalry and test the extent of southern | 
resources, and it might float eventually over Faneuil Hall 
itself.” 


What is the announcement? We have attacked 
Fort Sumter, and it has surrendered, and no one 
ean tell where this war will end. By the Ist of 
May our flag will waive in triumph from the dome 
of the old Capitol at Washington, and ere long 
perhaps from Fanueil Hall in Boston. Then, was 
this war commenced by the President on his own 
motion? You say the President of the United 
States did wrong in ordering out seventy-five 
thousand men, and in increasing the Army and | 
Navy under the exigency. Do we not know, in 
connection with these facts, that so soon as Fort | 
Sumter surrendered they took up the line of | 
march for Washington? Do not some of us that | 
were here know that we did not even go to bed 
very confidently and securely, for fear the city | 
would be taken before the rising sun? Hasitnot } 
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been published in the southern newspapers that || 


Ben McCulloch was in readiness, with five thou- 


| sand picked men, in the State of Virginia, to make 


_law preparing for this invasion—preparing for 


| sion, maintain the rightful possession of the confederate 


| militia, naval, and military force, and then to re- | 


| hundred thousand men; and yet there is alarm 


a descent and attack the city, and take it? 

What furthermore do we find? We find that | 
the congress of this same pseudo-republic, this 
same southern confederacy that has sprung up in 
the South, as early as the 6th of March passed a 


Here it is: 
** That in order to provide speedily forces to repel inva- 


this war which they commenced. 


States of America in every portion of territory befonging 
to each State, and to secure the public tranquillity and in- 
dependence against threatened assault, the President be, 


and he is hereby, authorized to employ the militia, mil- || 


itary, and naval forces of the confederate States of America, 
and ask for and accept the services of any number of vol- 
unteers, not exceeding one hundred thousand.” 
Senators talk about the enormous call of the 
President of the United States for nt | 
thousand men, when your forts were surrendered, | 
and when the President of the so-called southern 
confederacy was authorized to call out the entire 


} 


ceive in the service of the confederate States ones 


here at the President calling out seventy-five thou- 
sand men to defend the capital and the public 
property. Are we for the Government, or@re we 
against it? That is the question. Taking all the 
facts into consideration, do we not see that an 
invasion was intended? It was even announced 
vy Mr. Iverson upon this floor that ere long their | 
Congress would be sitting here and this Govern- | 
ment would be overthrown. When the facts are 
all put together we see the scheme, and it is noth- 
ing more nor less than executing a programme | 
deliberately made out; and yet Senators hesitate, 
falter, and complain, and say the President has 
suspended the writ of habeas corpus, increased the 





| Army and Navy, and they ask, where was the | 
necessity for all this? With your forts taken, || 


| was a little stretch of power; admitting that the 


| It is not worth while to talk about what has been 
_ done before. The question on any measure should 


|| as it is an individual. 


your men fired upon, your ships attacked at sea, 
and one hundred thousand men called into the 
field by this so-called southern confederacy, and 
with the additional authority to call out the entire 
militaryand naval force of those States, Senators 
talk about seventy-five thousand men being called 
out by the President of the United States, and the 
increase he has made of the Army and Navy. 
Mr. President, it all goes to show, in my opin- 
ion, that our sympathies are with the one govern- 
ment and against the other. Admitting that there 





margin was pretty wide when the power was ex- 
ercised, the query now comes, when you have got 
the power, when you are sitting here in a legis- 
lative attitude, are you willing to sustain the Gov- 
ernment and give it the means to sustain itself? 


be, is it necessary now? If it is, it should not be 
withheld from the Government. 

Senators talk about violating the Constitution 
and the laws. A great deal has been said about 
searches and seizures, and the right of protection 
of persons, and of papers. I reckon it is equally 
as important to protecta Government from seizure 
I reckon the moral and 
the law of the case would be just as strong in 
seizing upon that which belonged to the Federal 
Government as it would upon tkat belonging to 
an individual. What belongs to us in the aggre- 
gate is protected and maintained by the same law 
and moral and legal, as that that belongs to an in- 
dividual. These rebellious States, after commenc- 
ing this war, after violating the Constitution, 
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seized our forts, our arsenals, our dock-yards, 
our custom-houses, our public buildings, our 
ships, and last, though not least, plundered the in- 
dependent treasury at New Orleans of $1,000,000, 
And yet Senators talk about violations of the law 
and the Constitution. They say the Constitu- 
tion is disregarded, and the Government is about 
to be overthrown. Does not this talk about vio- 
lations of the Constitution and law come witha 
beautiful grace from that side of the House? | 
repeat again, sir, is there not to be more tolera- 
tion to violations of the Constitution for its pro- 
tection and vindication than there is to violations 
of it, in order to overthrow and destroy the Gov- 
ernment? We have seen instances, and other 
instances might occur, where it might be indis- 
pensibly necessary for the Government to exercise 
a power, and to assume a position that was not 


| clearly legal and constitutional, in order to resist 


the entire overthrow and upturning of the Gov- 


| ernment and all our institutions. 


| When did he issue it, and for what? 


| San 


jut the President issued his proclamation. 
! He issued 
| paseo sesia calling out seventy-five thou- 

men after the congress of the so-called south- 


his 


| ern confederacy had passed a law to call out the 


entire militia, and to receive into their service one 
hundred thousand men. The President issued 
his proclamation after they had taken Fort Moul- 
trieand Castle Pinckney; after they had fired upon 
and reduced Fort Sumter. Fort Sumter was 
taken on the 12th, and on the 15th he issued his 
proclamation. Taking all these circumstances 
together, it showed that they intended to advance, 
and that their object was to extend their power, 
tosubjugate the other States, and to overthrow the 
Constitution and the laws and the Government. 
Senators talk about violations of the Constitu- 
tion. Have you heard any intimation of com- 


| plaint from those Senators about this southern 


confederacy—this band of traitors to their coun- 
try and their country’s institutions? I repeat, 
substantially, the language of the Senator from 


| Illinois, [Mr. Browntne:] ‘* Have you heard any 


complaint or alarm about violations of constitu- 
tional law on that side? Oh, no! But we must 
stand still; the Government must not move while 
they are moving with a‘hundred thousand men; 
while they have the power to call forth the entire 
militia and the army and the navy. While they 
are reducing our forts, and robbing us of our prop- 
erty, we must stand still; the Constitution and the 
laws must not be violated; and an arraignment is 
made to weaken and paralyze the Government in 
its greatest peril and trial.’’ 

On the 15th of April, the proclamation was 
issued calling out seventy-five thousand men, after 
the confederate States had authorized one hundred 
thousand men to be received by their president— 


|| this man Davis, who stood up here and made a 


retiring speech—a man educated and nurtured by 
the Government; who sucked its pap; who re- 
ceived all his military instruction at the hands of 
this Government; a man who got all his distinc- 
tion, civil and military, in the service of this gov- 
ernment, beneath the siars and stripes, and then, 
without cause—without being deprived of a single 
right or privilege—the sword he unsheathed in 
vindication of that flag in a foreign land, given to 


| him by the hand of his cherishing mother, he 


stands this day prepared to plunge into her bosom! 
Such men as these have their apologists here in 
Congress to excuse and extenuate their acts, 
either directly or indirectly. You never hear from 


| them of law or Constitution being violated down 


| has been gotten up down there. 


there. Oh, no; that is not mentioned. 

On the 15th the President issued his proclama- 
tion calling seventy-five thonsand men into the 
service of the United States, and on the 17th this 
same Jefferson Davis, bemg President of the south- 
ern confederacy, issued a proclamation proposing 
or opening the door to the issuance of letters of 
marque and reprisal, and that, too, in violation 
of the pseudo-hermaphrodite government that 
In retalliation 
for the proclamation issued by the President of 
the United States, he, in violation of the consti- 
tution of this pseudo-confederacy, issued his proc- 
lamation proposing to issue letters of marque and 
reprisal. In other words, he proposed to do what? 
To open an office and say, we will give out licences 
to rob the citizens of the United States of all their 

roperty wherever it can be picked up upon the 
Lis seas. This he proposed to do not only in 
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violation of the constitution of the confederate 
States, but in violation of the law of nations; for 
no people—I care not by what name you call it— 
has a right to issue letters of marque and reprisal 
until its independence is first acknowledged as a 
separate and distinct power. Has that been done? 
I think, therefore, Senators can find some little 
violation ofconsutution and law down there among 
themselves. Sir, they have violated the law and 
the Constitution every step they progressed in 
going there, and now they violate it in trying to 
come this way. There was a general license 
offered, a premium offered, to every freebooter, 
to every man who wanted to plunder and play the 
pirate on the high seas, to come and take a com- 
mission, and plunder in the name of the southern 
confederacy; to take, at that time, the prop- 
erty of Tennessee or the property of Kentucky, 
your beef, your pork, your flour, and every other 
— making its way toa foreign market, Mr. 


avis authorized letters of marque and reprisal | 


to pick them up and appropriate them. After that, 


their congress saw that he had gone ahead of | 


their constitution and the laws of nations, and 
they passed a law modifying the issuance of let- 
ters of marque and reprisal, that they should prey 


earth, know at once that we have no Government. 
If we have a Government, based on the intelli- 


| gence and virtue of the American people, let that 


creat fact be now established, and once estab- 
lished, this Government will be ona more endur- 
ing and permanent basis than it ever was before. 
I still have confidence in the integrity, the virtue, 
the intelligence, and the patriotism of the great 


| mass of the people; and so believing, I intend to 
| stand by the Government of my fathers to the last | 
| extremity. 5 


| of Kentucky, as a Democrat. 


In the last presidential contest I am free to say 
that I took some part. I advocated the preten- 
sions and claims of one of the distinguished sons 
I am a Democrat 
to-day; Lexpect to die one. My Democracy rests 
upon the great principle I have stated; and in the 
support of measures, I have always tried to be 
ciel by aconscientious conviction of right; and 


| | have laid down for myself, as a rule of action, 


| the principles of this Government are Democratic. 


upon the property of the citizens of the United || 
States, excepting certain States—excepting Ken- || 


tucky and ‘Tennessee—holding that out as a bait, 
as an inducement to get them in. 
Ido not think, therefore, when we approach 


the subject fairly and squarely, that there was | 


any very great wrong in the President of the 
United States, on the 19th, issuing his proclama- 
tion blockading their ports, saying you shall not 
have the opportunity, so far as | can prevent it, 
of plundering and appropriating other people’s 
property on the high seas. I think he did pre- 
cisely what was right. 


He would have been | 


derelict to his duty, and to the high behest of the | 


American people, if he had sat here and failed to 
exert every power within his reach and scope to 
protect the property of citizens of the United 
States on the high seas. 

Senators seem to think it is no violation of the 
Cofstitution to make war on your Government; 
and when its enemies are stationed in sight of the 
capital, there is no alarm, no dread, no scare, no 
fright. Some of us would not feel so very com- 
fortable if they were to get this city. 
there are others who would not be very much 
disturbed. Ido not think I could sleep right 
sound if they were in possession of this city; not 


I believe | 


that I believe lam more timid than most men, | 
but I do not believe there would be much quarter | 


for me; and, by way of self-protection, and en- 
joying what few rights I have remaining, I expect 
it would be better, if they were in possession of 
this city for me to be located in some other point, 
not too inconvenient or too remote. I believe 
there are others who would feel very comfortable 
here. 

Then, Mr. President, in tracing this subject 
along, | cannot see what great wrong has been 
committed by the Government in taking the course 
it has taken. I repeat again, this Government is 
now passing through its third ordeal; and the time 
has arrived when it should put forth its entire 
power, and say to rebels and traitors wherever 
they are, that the supremacy of the Constitution, 
and laws made in pursuance thereof, shall be sus- 
tained; that those citizens who have been borne 
down and tyrannized over, and who have had 


laws of treason passed against them in their own | 


States and threatened with confiscation of prop- 
erty, shall be protected. I say it is the paramount 
duty of this Government to assert its power and 
maintain its integrity. I say it is the duty of this 
Government to protect those States, or the loyal 
citizens of those States in the enjoyment of a re- 
publican form of government; for we have seen 
one continued system of usurpation carried on, 
from one end of these southern States to the other, 
disregarding the popular judgment; disregarding 
the popular will; setting at defiance the judgment 
of the people; disregarding their rights; paying 
no attention to their State constitutions in any 
sense whatever. We are bound, under the Con- 
stitution, to protect those States and their citizens. 
We are bound to guaranty to them a republican 
form of government; it is our duty todoit. If 
we have got no Government, let the delusion be 
dispelled; let the dream pass away; and let.the 
people of the United States, and the nations of the 


in all doubtful questions, to pursue principle; and 
in the pursuit of a great principle I can never 
reach a wrong conclusion. I intend, in this case, 
to pursue principle. Lam a Democrat, believing 


It is based upon the Democratic theory. I believe 
Democracy can stand, notwithstanding all the 
tauntsand jeers thatare thrown atitthroughoutthe 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| ernment? 


295 


nomination? Do we not know that if any min- 
ister whom he sent abroad should make a treaty 
inimical to the institutions of the South, that 
treaty could not have been ratified without a ma- 
jority of two thirds of the Senate? 

With all these facts staring them in the face, 
where is the pretense for breaking up this Gov- 
Is it not clear that there has been a 
fixed purpose, a settled design to break up the 
Government and change the nature and character 


| and whole genius of the Government itself? Does 


it not prove conclusively, as there was no cause, 
that they simply selected it as an occasion that was 
favorable to excite the prejudices of the South, 
and thereby enable them to break up this Govern 
ment and establish a southern confederacy ? 
Then when we get at it, what is the real cause? 
If Mr. Davis had been elected President of the 
United States, it would have been a very nice 
thing, he would have respected the judgment of 
the people, and no doubt his confidence in their 
capacity for self government would have been in- 
creased; butitso happened thathe was not elected. 


| They thought proper to elect somebody else, ac- 


| cording to law and the Constitution, 


southernconfederacy. The principles which [call || 


Democracy—I care not by what name they are | 
sustained, whether by Republicans, by Whigs, 
or not—are the great principles that lie at the 
foundation of this Government, and they will be 


| maintained. We have seen that so far the exper- 
| iment has succeeded well; and now we should | 


make an effort, in this last ordeal through which 


| we are passing, to crush out the fatal doctrine of 
| secession and those who are coéperating with it 


—————— ,— 





| the States or the institution of slavery ? 
|| candidate whose claims I advocated had been 


in the shape of rebels and traitors. 
[ advocated the professions of a distinguished | 
son of Kentucky at the late election, for the rea- 
son that I believed he was a better Union man 
than any other candidate in the field. Others ad- 
vocated the claims of Mr. Bell, believing him to | 
be a better Union man; others those of Mr. Doug- 
las. In the South we know that there was no 
Republican ticket. | was a Union man then; I 
was a Union man in 1833; Tam a Union man now. 
And what has transpired since the election in No- 
vember last that has produced sufficient cause to 
break up this Government? The Senator from 
California enumerated the facts up to the 25th 


day of May, 1860, when there was a vote taken 
in this body declaring that further legislation was 
not necessary for the protection of slave property 
in the Territories. Now, from the 6th of Novem- 
ber up to the 20th of December, tell me what trans- 


| pired of sufficient cause to break up this Govern- | 


ment? Was there any innovation, was there any 
additional step taken in reference to the rights of | 
If the | 


elected President—l speak of him as a candidate, | 
of course not meaning to be personal—I do not 
believe this Government would have been broken 
up. If Stephen A. Douglas had been elected, I 
do not believe this Government would have been 
broken up. Why? Because those who advo- 
cated the pretensions of Mr. Lincoln would have 
done as all parties-have done heretofore: they 
would have yielded to the high behest of the 
American people. 

Then, is the mere defeat of one man, and the 
election of another, according to the forms of law 
and the Constitution, sufficient cause to break up 
this Government? No; itis not sufficient cause. 
Do we not know, too, that if all the seceding Sen- 


ators had stood here as faithful sentinels, repre- || 


senting the interests of their States, they had it 
in their power to check any advance that might 
be made by the incoming Administration. I 
showed these facts,and enumerated them at the 
last session. They were shown here the other 
day. On the 4th of March, when President Lin- 
coln was inaugurated, we had a majority of six 
upon this floor in opposition to his Administra- 
tion. Where, then, is there even a pretext for 
breaking up the Government upon the idea that 
he would have encroached upon our rights? Does 
not the nation know thateven Mr. Lincoln could® 
not have made his cabinet without the consent of 


the majority of the Senate? Do we not know that || ) 
he could not even have sent a minister abroad || unionists? 


| ator,and became secretary of state, 


Then, as 
all parties had done heretofore, it was the duty of 
the whole people to acquiesce; if he made a good 
President, sustain him; if he became a bad one, 
condemn him; if he violated the law and the Con- 
stitution,impeach him. We had ourremedy under 
the Constitution and in the Union. 

What is the real cause? Disappointed ambi- 
tion; an unhallowed ambition, Certain men could 
not wait any longer, and they seized this occasion 
to do what they had been wanting to do fora 
long time—break up the Government. If they 
could not rule a large country, they thought they 
might rule a small one. Hence one of the prime 
movers in the Senate ceased to be a Senator, and 
passed out to be president of the southern con- 
federacy. Another, that was bold enough on this 
floor to proclaim himself a rebel, retired as a Sen- 
Ali perfect- 
ly disinterested, no ambition about it! Another, 
Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana—one that under 
stands something about the idea of dividing gar- 
ments; who belongs to that tribe that parted the 
garments of our Saviour, and for his vesture cast 
lots—went out of this body and was made attor- 


| ney general, to show his patriotism and disin- 


| not see where it all ends? 
| tient, unhallowed ambition. 


terestedness—nothing else! Mr. Slidell, disinter- 


|| ested altogether, is to go as minister to France. 


This 
Do we 
Disappointed, impa- 

There has been no 


I might enumerate many such instances. 
is all patriotism, pure disinterestedness! 


| cause for breaking upthis Government; there have 


been no rights denied, no privileges trampled upon 
under the Constitution and Union, that might not 
have been remedied more effectually in the Union 
than outside of it. What rights are to be attained 
outside of the Union? The seceders have violated 
the Constitution, trampled it under foot; and 
what is their condition now? Upon the abstract 


| idea that they had a right to secede, they have 


|| gone out; and what is the consequence ? 
| sion, taxation, blood, and civil war. 


Oppres- 
They rea- 
soned upon the principle of a madman, who hap- 
pened to discover somehow that man had domin- 
ion over the beasts of the forest; and because he 
had, he said he had aright to shear a wolf. A 
friend remonstrated with him, and asked him if 
he had considered the danger and the difficulty of 
the attempt to shear a wolf; and after the shear- 
ing was over, what would it be worth? ‘*Oh 
no,’’ said he, in the midst of his frenzy and mad- 
ness, ‘I have a right to shear a wolf, and there- 
fore I willsheara wolf.’’ Yes, they have sheared 
the wolf, and what has come? They have gone 


| out of the Union; and, I repeat again, they have 


got taxes, usurpations, blood, and civil war. 

I said just now that I had advocated the elec- 
tion to the Presidency of the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, on the ground that he was 
a good Union man. I wish we could now hear 
his eloquent voice in favor of the old Government 
of area: and in vindication of the stars and 
stripes, that have been borne in triumph every- 
where until a very recent date. I hold in my 
hand a document which was our text book in the 
campaign. It is headed ‘* Breckinridge and Lane 
Campaign Document No. 16. Who are the dis- 
Breckinridge and Lane the true 


without the majority of the Senate confirming the || Union candidates.’’ [t contains an extract which 





THE COD 


itor’s address on the re- ciuzeus ina State J] ave viol 


lL will read from the Sei i 


lated the Constitution, 





moval of the Senate trom the old to the new have trampled itunder fi ott and violated the law, 
Chamber. I would to God he was as good a is it subjugation to assert the supremacy of the 
Union man to-day as | think he was then: Constitution and the law? Isit any more thana 
uch is our country; ay, and mor ir more thar simple enforcement of the law? It would be one of 
my mind could conecive or my tongue could utts i ( rbyu ’ thatcould take place if some 
¢ su: 7) at iti viet? cg et if ah i st ue : r 
th re \mer \ vO reg i past? Isther pe Ww of them were subjazated. and b roucht bas k to their 
will deride his country laws, pervert her Constituti or ; . - 
alienate her peopl ; if there be such am lett mem CONMSLLULIONAL py mion that the y oc up d before, 
ory descend to posterity laden with the exeecrations of all I would to God ul t bennessee stood to-day where 
mankind.’ a ‘ ‘ * Letus devoniy trust lye | id thi mont “wo 
iat Alwtl Sens nother ae bes t \ ) ‘ . 
tha i rer enate, in anothe rc, shail u t \ Mri M@sident. itis provided in the Constitution 
and jarger Chamber th Constitution vigorous and invio . ‘ 1 ce } 
late, and that the last generation of posterity shall with of the United States that ‘* no State shall, without 
the deliberations of the Representatives of American States eee ntof Congres ss,lay any duty of tonnage, 
suill united, prosperous, aud tree. keep troops orships of war in time of pea “ce, enter 
Now this was the text—an extract from Into any agrceme torcompact with anotherState, 
speech of the Senator, after the nomination was | or with a foreign Power, or engage in war unless 
made: actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as 
* When that convention selected me as one of its candi will not admit of delay.’’ The State authorities 
dates, looking at my Lumble antecedents and the pla ot of Tennessee, before her people had even voted 
| t ‘ } ] : “ i T 
my habitation, it gave to the count o far as T was con upon an ordinance to separate her from the Union, 
cerned, a personal and geographical guarant that ite in ‘ 


formed a league by which they 


j transferred fifty- 
five thousand men, the 


whole army, over to the 
confederate States for the purpose of prosecuting 
their war. Is it not strange that such a palpable 
violation of the Const 


i 
terest was in the Union.” 


he ad 


: 
unmistakable 


In addition to that, in Tennessee we ed our 
electoral ticketas if to giv 
of our devotion to th 
we sustained 
‘Instead of 
lengthen itand to strengthen it.’ 


Wi iere are his cloguent 


heard 


evidence 

Union, and the reason why : 

him, * N ; iD tich : titution should not be referred 

l - Wational emocratic cCl, + 
: p to and condemned by any one? 

intend to » y “os ¢ 

»» . ber of the Union, without even 


Here is a mem- 
having the vote 
separation or seces- 
ague, by its commissioners or 
handing over fifty-five thousand 
war upon the Government of the 
United Stat s, though they were themselves then 


dissolving the Union, we 
— Bre chinridge 
now? They are 
Administration for what he 
action in advance of 

from the Constitu- 


an ordinance of 
sion, forming a le 
- ministers 


meh to 


taken upon 
tones : 


arraigcning the 
to be ig wena 
the law, or a slig It departur 


» ANG 
alia 
conceives 


make 


: ‘ 
tion. Which is the most tolerable, premature 
: 2 | within the Union. os one seems to find fault 
action, action In advance of law, a slieht depart- noms atte 
: : . ' with that. Tl ct is, that, in the whole progress 
ure from the Constitution, (putting iton his own . 
hes : s of secession, os Constitution and the law have 
ground,) or an entire overthrow of the Govern- saheet animes f oe wa a 
5 . cen violated at evel step trom 1t8 Incipiency t 
ment? Are there no advances, are there no in- , { i y 


. the present point. Liow have the people of my 
roads, being made to-day upon the Constitution - ! pas : 


QDeaty . , ‘cat >) } W ‘ i is i > 
and the existence of the Government itself? Let || Ste been treated: L know that this may not 
’ ' . interest the Scnate to any very great cxtent; but 
us look at the qui oP plainly and fairly. Here : on, 9 © 
: ; I must briefly refer to it. The people of a portion 
is an invading army a aie cannon shot , oe 
. a : of that State, having devotion and attachment to 
of the capital, heade d ag . Davis and Beaure- ; : ; : ee Sede o 
i the Constitution and the Government as framed 
gard. Suppose they iaeaad ‘eonthe city to-night; | , . ay Te 7 ae 
5 : J t] ated ut ee > . by the sire of the Re volution, stil adhering to it, 
subjugate it; depose the existing authorities; ex- : . . : ; ; 
. \ » fave amayjyority ot more than twenty thousand 
pel the present Government: what kind of govern- epeenrs : Ree 


Union.at the election. 
portion of the State, 


votes in favor of the After 
that, this East Tennessee, 
ralled a convention, and the convention published 
an address, in which they sum up some of the 


you then? 


ment have Is there any Constitution 
init?) Is there any law in it? He can stand here 
almost in sight of the enemy, see thi citadel of 
frecdom, the Constitution, tri mpl ‘d upon, and 


: rrievances Which we have been bearing in that 
there Is no apprehension; but he can | yok with an ; ; ee cee = z = 
} portion of the country. They say: 
eagle eye, and, withananalytic process almost un- : , 
X = “The e his nneal. a e suni ape 
surpassed, discriminate against and attack thos¢ a Memphis Appeal, a prominent disunion paper, 


published a false account ot 
hi aS the traitors in cx 
sented every county but 


our proceedings, under the 
yuncil,? aud styled us, who repre 
two in East Tennessee, ‘ the little 


who are 
its safety 


trying to manage your Government for 


and preservation. He has no word of 








condemnation for the invading army that threat- bateh of disaffected traitors who hover around the noxious 
ens to overthrow the capital, that threatens to || 2tmospuere of AnpREw Jounson’ nome.” Gur meeting 

. . : : SEP wits telegraphed to the Ni - Orieans Delta, and it was 
trample the Constitution ard the law under foot. faiscly said that we had pass esolution recommending 
l repeat, suppose Davis, at the head of his ad- ibmission if seventy thousand er 3 were not cast against 
vaneing columns, should de pose your Govern- cession. The dispatch added that ‘the southern rights 


what kind of gov mon are det ‘rinined to hold poss¢ ssion of the State 
aenment will you have Will there be any they shouid be in a minority. 

Constitution left? How eloquent my friend was 
upon constitutions. He told us the Constitution 
was the me: should 
understand straints; and 
yet when your Government is perhaps within a 
few hours of r overthrown, and the law and 
Constitution trampled under foot, there are no 
apprehensions on his part; no wordsof r 


ment and expel your authority: » though 


rot? 
4 They had fifty-five thousand men and $5,000,000 
to sustain them, on State authorities with 
and made the dec a onthat they intended to hold 
the State ncaa they should be in a minority. 
Thisshowstheadvanceoftyranny and usurpation. 
B yw Ly of showing the Senate some of the wrongs 
which that people have borne and submitted to, 
who are loyal to the Government—who have been 


them, 


sure of power, and that we 


and feel constitutional re 


bein 


! 1. 
evuke 


for those who are endeavoring to accomplish such deprived of the arms furnished by the Govern- 
esults. ment for their protection—withheld by this little 
The Old Dominion has got the brunt of the war | man Harris, the Governor of the State—I wil 
‘end a few pnaracranhs fro} he address 
upon her hands I sympathize with her most read a few paragrapas trom the addres 


deeply, and especially with the-loyal portion of 
her citizens, who have been brow-beaten ¢ and dom- 
ineered over. Now the war is transferred to Vir- 


“ft has passed laws declaring it treason to say or do any 
thing in favor of the Government of the United States, or 


against the confederate States; and such a law is now be- 


>> fore, and we apprelioud will soon be passed by the Legis- 
ginia, and her plains are made to run with blood; || jature of Tennessee. 
and when this is secured, what do we Reread in the “Jt has involved the southern States ina war whose 


far South? Howell Cobb. another of these dis- 
interesied patriots, said not long since, ina speech 
in Ge orgis a: 


success is hopeless, and which must ultimately lead to the 
ruin of the people. 

“Its bigoted, overbearing, and intolerant spirit, has al- 
ready subjected the peo} Ne of East Tennesse to many petty 
grievances ; our people have been insulted ; our flags have 
been fired upon and torn down; our houses have been 
rudely entered ; our families subjected to insult; our peace 
able meetings interrupted; our women and c childre n shot 
at bya mercil 288 Bol liery ; our towns pillaged ; our citizens 
robbed, and some of them assassinated and murdered. 

“No effort ve been spared to deter the Union men of 
East Tennessee frow the expression of their free thoughts, 
The penalties of treason have been threatened against them, 
and murder and assassination have been openty encour 
aged by leading secession journals. As seces 

Pius overbearing and intolerant while 
East Tennessee, nothing better can be expected of the pre 
tended majority than wild, unconstitutional, and oppressive: 
legislation ; an utter contempt and di law ; a de 
termination to foree every Union man inthe State teswear 
to ihe support of a constitution he abhors ; to yield his 





“The people of the gulf States need have no apprehen- 
sions; they might go on with their planting and their other 
business as usual; the war would not come to their section: 
its theater would be along the borders of the Ohio river and 


in Virginia.’ 

She oughtto congratulate herself upon that posi- 
tion, for she has got the war. Now they want 
to advance. Their plans and designs are to get 
across into Maryland, and carry on a war of sub- 
jngnsrone There is wonderful alarm among certain 

rentliemen here at the term ‘‘ subjugate. They 
are alarmed at the idea of mi king citizens who 
have violated the law simply couform to it by 
enforcing their obedience. If a majority of the 





sion hi che en 


in the naaenedd in 


sregard of 
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money and property to aid a cause he detests; and to | 
come the object of scorn and derision, as well as the vic. 


tim of intojerable and relentless oppression.” 


These are of the wrongs that we are en- 
during in that section of Tennessee; not near al] 
of them, but a few which I have presented that 
the country may know what we are submitting 
to. Since I left my home, lraving only one way 
to leave the State through two or three passes 
coming out through Cumberland Gap, | have been 
advised that they had even sent their armies to 
blockade these passes in the mountains, as they 
say, loprevent Jounsonfrom returning r with arms 
and munitions to place in the hands of the people 
to vindicate their rights, repel invasion, and put 
down domestic insurrection and rebellion. Ye 8, 
sir, the re they stand in arms environing a popu- 
lation of three hundred and twe nty-five thousand 
a spe brave, pe itriotic ,and unsubdur d peo} ple: but 
yet powerless, and not ina condition to vy indicate 
their rights. Hence I come to the Government, 
and I do not ask itasa supplant, but I demand 
it as a constitutional right, that you give us pro- 
tection, give us arms and munitions; and if the y 
cannot be got there in any other w ay, to take 
them there with an invading arm Vs and deliver 
the people from the oppression to which the y are 
now subjected. We claim to bethe State. The 
other divisions may have seceded and gone off; 
and if this Government will stand by and permit 
those portions of the State to go off, and not en- 
force the laws and protect the loyal citizens there, 
we cannot help it; but we still claim to be the 
State, and if two thirds have fallen off, or have 
been sunk by an earthquake, it does not change 
our relation to thisGovernment. If the Govern- 
ment will let them go, and not give us protection 
the fault is not ours; but if you will give 
tection we intend to stand as a State, asa part of 
this Confederacy, holding to the flag that was 
borne by Washington through a seven -years’ 
struggle for independence and separation from the 
mother country. We demand it ac ording 
we demand it 


up mn the 
tution, 


some 


us pro- 


tolaw; 
ruarantees of the Consti- 
You are bound to guaranty to us a re- 
publican form of Government, and we ask it asa 
constitutional right. We do not ask you to in- 
terfere as a party, as your feelings or prejudices 
may be one way or aoe in reference to the 
pa rties of thee ountry; but we ask you to int rtere 
as a Government acc alieean, to the Constitution. 
Of course we want your sympi athy,and your 

gard, and your respect; but we ask your inter- 
fe rence on constitutional grounds. 

The amendments to the Constitution, which 
constitute the bill of rights, declare that ** a well 
regulated militia being necessary to the security 
of a free State, the right of the people to keepa 
bear arms shall not be infringed.”? Our peopl 
are denied this ya t secured to them in their own 
ution and the Constitution of the 

yet we hear no complaints s here of 

tions of the Constitution in this re spect. We ask 
the Gove rnmentto interpose to secure us this cone- 
stitutional right. We want the passes in our 
mountains opened, we want deliverance and pro- 
tection for a downtrodden and oppressed pcople 
who are struggling for their independence: 
outarms. If we had had ten thousand stand of 
arms and ammunition when the 
meneed, we should have asked no further assist- 
— have not gotthem. We are a sony 

e have villagesand smalltowns—no lai 

cities. Our population is homogenous, industri- 
ous, frugal, brave, inde; vendent; but harmless and 
powerless, and rode over by usurpers. You may 
be too late in coming to our relief; or you may not 
come art all, though I do not doubt that you will 
come; they may trample us under foot; they may 
convert our plainsintograveyards, and the caves of 
our mountains into sepule hers; but the y will neve r 
take us out of this Union, or make us a land of 
slaves—no, never. We intend to stand as firm as 
adamant, and as unyielding as our own majestic 
mountainsthat surroundus. Yes, we will; rofit by 
theirexample,resting immovably upon their basis. 
We well stand as long 1s we can; and if we are 
overpowered, and liberty shall be driven from the 
land, we intend before she departs, to take the 
flag of our country, with a st: uiwart arm, anda 
patriotic heart, and an honest tread, and place it 
upon the summit of the loftiest and most —— ic 
mountain, We intend to plant it there, and le 
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it, to indicate to the inquirer who may come ii 
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1861. 
aftet times, the spot where the Goddess of Liberty 
lingered and wept for the last time, before she 
took her flizht froma people once prosperous, 
free, and h 1PPY - 

We ask the Government to come to our aid 
We Jove the Constitution as made .by our fathers 
have confidence in the integrity and capacity 
of the people to govern themselves. We have 
lived entertaining these opinions; we intend to 
dieentertaining them. The battle has commenced. 
The President has placed it upon the true ground. 
It is an issue on the one hand for the people’s 
Government, and its overthrow on the other. We 
have commenced the battle of freedom. It is free- 
dom’s cause. We are eng sneurpelies and 
oppression. We will triumph: we must triumph. 
Right is with us. A great and i damental prin- 
ciple of right, that lies at the foundation of all 
things, is with us. We may meet with impe - 
ments,and may meet with disasters, and here and 
there a defeat; but ultimately freedom’s cause 
must triumph, for— 


“ Freedom/’s battle once begun, 
Bequeathed trom bleeding sire to son, 
Though baffled oft, is ever won.”’ 

Yes, we must triumph. Though sometimes I 
cannot see my way clear in matters of this kind, 
as in matters of religion, when my facts give out, 
when my reason fails me, | draw largely upon 
my faith. My faith is strong, based on the eter- 
nal principles of right, that a thingso monstrously 
wrong as this rebellion is, cannot.triumph. Can 
we submit to it? Can bleeding justice submit to 
it? Is the Senate, are the American people, pre- 
or to give up the graves of Washington and 
: Jackson, to be encircled and governed and con- 
trolled by a combination of traitors and rebels? I 
say tet t the battle go on—it is freedom’s cause— 
until the stars and stripes (God bless them) shall 
avain ~ unfurled upon every cross road, and from 
every house top throus 0g the Contederacy, 
North and South. Letthe Union be reinstated; 
let the law be enforced; let the Constitution be 
supreme. 

If the Congress of the United States were to 
give up the tombs of Washington and Jackson, 
we should have rising up in our midst another 
Peter the Hermit, ina mu h more righte ous cause 
—for ours is true, while his was a delusion—who 
would appeal to the American people and point 
to the tombs of Washington and Jackson, in the 
possession of those who are worse than the in- 
fidel and the Turk who held the Holy Se pule her. 
lL believe the American people would start of their 
own accord, when appealed to, to redeem the 
craves of Washington and Jackson and Jeffer- 
son,and all the other patriots who are lying within 
the limits of the southern confederacy. 1 do not 
believe they would stop the march, until again the 
flag of this Union would be placed over the graves 
of those distinguished men. There will be an 
uprising. Do not talk about Republicans now; 
do not talk about Democrats now; do not talk 
about Whigs or Americans now; talk about your 
country and the Constitution and the Union. 
Save that; preserve the integrity of the Govern- 
ment; once more place it erect among the nations 
of the earth; and then if we want to divide about 
questions that may arise in our midst, we havea 
Government.to divide in. 

I know it has been said that the object of this 
war is to make war on southern institutions. I 
have been in free States and I have been in slave 
States, and J thank God that, so far as I have 


been, there has been one universal disclaimer of 


any such purpose. It is’ war upon no section; 
itisa war upon no peculiar institution; but it ts 
a war for the integrity of the Government, for 
the Constitution, and the supremacy of the laws 
That is what the nation understands by it. 

I have already detained the Senate much longer 
than I intended when I rose, and I shall conclude 
ina few words more. Although the Government 
has met with a little reverse within a short dis- 
tance of this city, no one should be disc ouraged 
and no heart should be dismayed. It ought only 
to prove the necessity of bringing forth and ex- 
ering sull more vigorously the power of the Goy- 
ernment in maintenance of the Constitution and 
the laws. Letthe ene rgies of the Government bx 
redouble d, and let it go on with this war—not a 
war upon sections, not a war upon pe culiar insti- 

tutions any where; but let the Constitution and 
the Union be its frontispiece, and the supremacy 
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and enforcement of the laws its watchword. Then 


We must 


it can, it will, go on triumphantly. 


succeed. This Government must not, cannot fail. 
Though your flag may have trailed in the dust; 
though a retrograde movement may have been 


made; though the banner of our country may 
have been sullied, let it still be borne onward; 
and if, for the prosecution of this war in behalf 
of the Government and the Constitution, It is 
necessary to cleanse and purify that banwer, I say 
let it be baptized in fire from the sun an@ bathed 
inanation’sblood! The nation must be redeemed; 
it must be triumphant. The Constitation—which 
is based upon principles immutable, and upon 
which rest the rights of man and the hopes and 
expectations of those who love freedom through- 
out the civilized world—must be maintained. 

The people whom I represent appeal to the 
Government and to the nation to give us that 
constitutional protection that we need. | am 
proud to say that I have met with every manifes- 
tation of that kind in the Senate, with only a few 
dissenting voices. Iam proud to say, too, that 
I believe old Kentucky, God bless her! will ulti- 
mately rise and shake off the stupor which has 
been resting upon her; and instead of denying us 
the privilege of passing through her borders, and 
taking arms and munitions of war to enable 
downtrodden people to defend themselves, will 
not only give us that privilege, but will join us 
and help us in the work. The people of Ken- 
tucky love the Union; they love the Constitution; 
they have no fault to find with it; but in that 
State they have a duplicate to the Governor of 
ours. When we look all around, we see how the 
Governors of the different States have been in- 
volved in _ conspiracy —the most stupe ndous 
and gigantic conspiracy that was ever formed, 
and as « orrupt and as fou las that attempted by 
Catiline in the days of Rome. We know it to 
be so. Have we not known men to sit at their 
desks in this Chamber, a the Government’s 
stationery to write treasonable letters; and while 
receiving their pay and sWorn to support the 
Constitution and sustain the law, engaging in 
midnight conclaves to devise ways and means 
by which the Government and the Constitution 
should be overthrown? ‘The charge was made 
and published in the papers. Many things we 
know that we cannot put our finger upon, but we 
know from the concert of action, the regular steps 
that were taken in this work of breaking up the 
Government, or trying to break it up, that there 
was system, concert of action. It is a scheme 
more corrupt than the assassination planned and 
conducied by Catiline in reference to the Roman 
Senate. The time has arrived when we should 
show to the nations of the earth that we are a 
nation capable of preserving our existence, and 
give them evidence that we will do it, 

Mr. HALE. I move that the further consid- 
eration of this subject be postponed until Mon- 
day; and that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to the 
first motion of the gentleman, but | object to his 
putting another motion on top of it. 
tion ata time, Mr. President. 

Mr. SU MNE R. I move that the Senate pro- 
i to the consideration of executive business. 
| believe that motion is in order. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have a small bill here. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 withdraw it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I take it, the question 
pending is on deferring thissubject until Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. SHerman.) 
It is moved that this joint resolution be postponed 
until Monday at one o’clock, and made the spe- 
cial order for that hour. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


One ques- 


ceec 


COLLECTION OF DUTIES. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I havea very small bill, 
Mr. President, in addition to an act passed at this 
session, and in explanation of it, which I desire 
to put upon its passage now, unless there be some 
oby ction. Ina bill passed by us in the early part 
of the se ssion, the Pre saint. was authorized by 
one section of it, in case of an insurrection im any 
State or part of a State, to declare and proclaim 
the people of that State or part of a State in a con- 
rs tion of insurrection; and then certain nareyeene 

ollowed. Now, a doubt has aris upon ee 


aie context of that section, as to whether 1 


| poned until Monday next, at half 
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would apply except to that part in which the in 
surrection existed when the militia was first call 
out, such is the peculiar phraseology of it To 
remove doubta out that, | present this bi ! 





merely pi vid that the power of the 

to declare the inhabitants of any State 

part of a State, in a state of insurr clioh, as proe 
vided in the fifth section of that act, shall nd 
to and include any State or part of a Sta _ on 


such an insurrection exists against th nat “ 
States, and this sball be found. so to be by the 
President at any ume. That is all. ’ 
By unanimous consent, 8 bill (S. No. 51,) in 
addition to an act entitled * An act further to pro- 
vide for the collection of duties on impor und 
for other purposes,”’ appro vs d July, ISél, was 
read three times, and passed. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Renre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by ry the ir titles 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 59) for the relief of John C. Me 
Connell—to the Committee on «Military Affairs 
and the Militia, 

A bill (No. 78) to amend am act entitled ** An 
act supp sle mentary to the act entitle d*An act pep: 
viding for a ni Mi ul peace estabhs time nt, and f 
other purposes,’’’ passed March 27, 1804—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


*» 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Evueriver, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeme votes of 
the two Houses, on the bill (S. No. 3) providing 
for the better organization of the military estab- 
lishment. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced thatthe Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; which 
thereupon received the signature of the President 
pre tempore. 

A bill (S. No. 2) to increase the present mili 
tary establishment of the United States; and 

bill (A. R. No. 20) to provide for the sup- 
pression of rebellion against any resistance to tli 
laws of the United States, and to amend the act 
entitled ** An act to provide for the calling forth 
of the militia to execute the laws of the Union,’ 
&c., passed February 28, 1795 
THE TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. SIMMONS. ITask leave from the Com- 
mittee on Finance to submit an amendment to the 
bill that was made the special order for this morn- 

t twelve o’ lock. | desire to bave 
the amendment printed for the use of the Senate. 
I should like to call that bill up, in order to make 
it the special order for Monday, at half past twelve 
o’clock. I move to take itt up. 

The Moton was agree ad to; and the S« nate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the eonsid- 
eration of the bill (AH. R. No. 54) to provide in 
creased revenue from imports, to pay interest on 
the public debt, and for other purposes. 

r. SIMMONS. I move that the bill be post- 


twelve 


ing at half pas 


past 
o’clock, and made the special order for that hour; 
and thatthe amendment, which | now propose, be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several messages, in writing, were received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Nicoxay, his Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, the Senate pr roceed d 
to the consideration of executive business; and, 
after some time spent in executive session, the 
doors were reopened; and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESE! NTATIVES 
Saturpay, July 27, 1561. 

The House met at twelve o Seeks m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas EH. Srocwron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

MARITIME RIGHTS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 

lowing communications: 


To the House of Representatives: 
In answer to the resolution of the House of Kepresent- 
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atives of the 22d instant, requesting a copy of the corre- 


spondence between this Government and foreign Powers 
with reference to maritime rights, I transmit a report irom 
the Secrctary of State. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
Wasutnoton, July 25, 1861. 


DerarTMeNT oF State, WasninoTton, 

July 25, 1861. 
The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 22d in 
stant, requesting the President, if compatible with the public 
interest, to communicate to that House “all, or such parts 
as he may deem advfSable, of the correspondence on file in 
the Department of State between this Government and all 
foreign Powers, from 1853 to the present time, with refer 
ence to maritime rights,”? has the honor to report that it is 
believed the communication of the correspondence called 
for would not, at this time, comport with the public interest. 

Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

To the Presipent. 


On motion, the communications were laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


FOREIGN POWERS ON THE INSURRECTION. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following communications: 


To the House of Representatives: 
in answer to the resolution of the House of Representa 
tives, of the 15th instant, requesting a copy of the corre- 
spondence between this Government and foreign Powers on 
the subjectof the existing insurrection in the United States, 
1 transmit a report from the Secretary of State. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
Wasuineton, July 25, 1861. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON, 
July 25, 161. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the reso- 


Jution of the House of Representatives, of the L5th instant, | 
requesting the President, if not, in his opinion, incompati- | 


ble with the public interests, to submit to that Tlouse 
** the correspondence between this Governmentand foreign 
Powers on the subject of the existing insurrection in the 
United States,’ has the honor to report that at present it is 
not deemed expedient to communicate the correspondence 
called for. 

Respectfully submitted. 
To the PRESIDENT. 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


On motion, the communications were laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


INDIANS AND NEGROES IN SERVICE OF REBELS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 22d instant, requesting to be in- 
formed ‘* whether the southern confederacy, so 
called, or any State thereof, has in its military 
service any Indians, and if so, in what number 
and of what tribes; and also whether it has in its 
service any negroes,’’ the statement that the War 
Departme nt had no information on the subject; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

STEAMER CATILINE. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of War, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House stating 
that the necessary orders had been issued to with- 
hold the payment of any and all claims of any 
person or persons on account of the loss of the 
steamer Catiline until the committee of investiga- 
tion shall report thereon; which, on motionof. Mr. 
Dawes, was referred to the special committee on 
contracts for Government supplies, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ARMS FOR THE LOYAL CITIZENS. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported .back Senate bill 
No. 38, making an appropriation to pay the ex- 
penses of transporting and delivering arms and 
munitions of war to the loyal citizens of the States 
of which the inhabitants now are, or hereafter 
may be, in rebellion against the Government of 
the United States, and to provide for the expense 
of organizing them into companies, battalions, 
regiments, or otherwise, for their own protection 
against domestic violence, insurrection, invasion, 
or rebellion, with the recommendation that it do 
ass, 

The bill was read. It appropriates $2,000,000, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
approyMated, to be expended, under the direction 
of the President of the inited States, in supplying 
and defraying the expenses of transporting and 
delivering such arms and munitions of war as in 
his judgment may be expedient and proper to 
place in the hands of any of the loyal citizens re- 
siding in any of the States of which the inhabit- 
ants are in rebellion against the Government of the 


! 


United States, or in which rebellion is or may be 
threatened, and likewise for defraying such ex- 
penses as may be properly incurred in organizing, 
and sustaining while so organized, any of said 
citizens into companies, battalions, regiments, or 
otherwise, for their own protection against do- 
mestic violence, insurrection, invasion, or rebel- 
lion. 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 


and it was accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 


vious question on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; and under the operation | 


thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REGIMENTAL BANDS. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, also reported back Senate 
bill No. 24, authorizing the Secretary of War to 
reimburse volunteers for expenses incurred in 
employing regimental and other bands, with an 
amendment. 

The amendment Was read, as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President, in 
accepting and organizing volunteers under an act entitled 
** An act authorizing the employment of volunteers to aid 
in enforcing the laws and protecting public property,” ap- 
proved July 22, 1861, may accept the service of such vol 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patron, one ofits clerks, notifying the House 
that that body had agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference upon the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on Senate bill No. 2, to increase 
the present military establishment of the United 
States; that it had insisted upon its disagreement 
to the amendments of the House to Senate bill 
No. 3, providing for the better organization of the 
military establishment, and hadagreed to the com- 
mittee of conference asked for, and had appointed 
Messrs. Witson, Grimes, and Rice, managers 
of said conference on its part; and also that it had 


|| passed Senate bill No. 43, to prevent and punish 


fraud on the part of the officers intrusted with the 


| making of contracts for the Government, in which 


lh 


was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 


POST OFFICE AT KEY WEST, FLORIDA. 
Mr. BLAKE, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced a bill paying a salary to the postmaster at 


Key West, Florida; which was read a first and 


| second time, and referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads. 
BOUNTY LAND. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 


I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House for leave to introduce a bill 


unteers without previous proclamation, and in such num- || 
bers, from any State or States as, in his discretion, the 


public service may require.” 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded,.and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. « 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon | 


the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move to amend 
the ttle of the bill by adding, *‘ and for other pur- 
poses.’” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

ASSEMBLING OF TROOPS AT THE CAPITAL. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 


| municate to this House a copy of the letter and report or 


lion. Joseph Holt, to the President of the United States, 
dated 18th February, 1861, in response toa resolution of the 


| House of Representatives, of the 11th of said month, re- 


| C. McConnell, and that it be 


questing the reasons for assembling the United States troops 
at the seat of Government of the United States. 


The resolution was adopted. 


JOHN C. M CONNELL. 
Mr. WRIGHT. [ask the unanimous consent 


of the House that the Committee of the Whole | 


House be discharged from the further considera- 
g 


tion of House bill No. 59, for the relief of John | 


at upon is passage. 
The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of war to adjust the accounts of John C. McCon- 
nell for commissary supplies and medicines fur- 
nished by him to the United States volunteers of 


| the State of Maryland now in service, on the prin- | 


ciples of equity and justice, provided that the 
same shall not exceed the sum of $8,500; to be 
paid outof any money inthe Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That bill was re- 


granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been or who may he engaged in 
the military service of the United States, and to 
have it referred to a special committee of nine. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Why not refer it to one 
of the standing committees? 

Mr. HOLMAN. They have now as muchas 
they can attend to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE objected. 


PREVENTION OF FRAUDS. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the House take 
from the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 43, to 
prevent and punish fraud on the part of officers 
intrusted with the making of contracts for the 


| Government, in order that it may be put on its 


| it ought to become a law. 


| by the contracting parties. 


passage. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. I think that it had better 
go to a committee first. 

Mr. DAWES. If the House will examine the 
bill, they will see that its provisionsare such that 
It reduces every con- 
tract to writing in the first instance, to be signed 
It brings all the pro- 
posals for a contract, and all the transactions in 


| relation to it, into one file. It then causes a book 


to be kept, in which shall be registered, with a 
proper index, every contract made by the War 
and Navy Departments. It imposes a penalty 
upon every party making a contract who fails to 


| return the papers according to the provisions of 


the law. It further provides for a clerk for copy- 
ing, filing, preserving, and furnishing copies of 


| the contracts to anybody who asks for them. 


This throws the whole subject open to observa- 
tion. It does not go further. It does not seek to 
punish frauds in the making of contracts. If there 
were time, we ought to provide here, or in an in- 
dependent law, for the punishment of frauds. 
That matter is already before a cemmittee of this 


House, which is instructed to invegtigate it. I 
| think this bill ought to be put on its passage. I 


think no one can object to it, as far as it goes. 


| Those who desire further legislation will not be 


ported from the Committee.on Military Affairs; || 


and I think it ought to be passed. 
There was no objection; and the Committee of 


| Whole House was discharged from the further 
| consideration of the bill. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, atid | 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. WRIGHT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


precluded. They will have a better considered 
measure brought from a committee of this House 
ata future day. I call Tor the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts that, from 
the very character of the measure, it is one that 
ought to be considered by a committee, before ac- 
tion by the House. Respect due to ourselves 
would require that that course should be pursued. 

Mr. DAWES. Of course I have no objection 
to the reference of this bill if any gentleman de- 
sires. I have no wish to press the bill on the 
House atthistime, if objection be made. Ithought, 
as the bill was before the House, and as it was 
one which would commend itself to everybody, 
we might as well put it on its passage. If, how- 
ever, the House desire that it shall be referred, I 
will withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, and move to refer the bill to the select com- 
mittee on contracts. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


I have no objec- 
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tion to that. I think we should adhere to ourold | bill that the Legislature may provide by legisla- || offset, in whole or in part, fog the tax levied upon stch cit 


usage as far as possible. tion for the collection of their quota in theirown a poe holder. 
Tie bill was accordingly referred. way; and if such instrumentality shall be effectual I had not intended to make a speech upon this 
; before a given time, then this governmental in- bill, though I will now say a few words. I be- 


ewre “NT OF CONSPIRACIES. 8 : ? ‘ ° r 
PUNISHMENT OF CONSPIRACIE strument will not be called into requisition. So || lieve that the Committee of Ways and Means 


Mr. BINGHAM. I ask the consent of the | there will lie back of any provision that the will agree to and consent to adopt this amend- 
House to take up the bill of the House to define || States may make, the governmental provision, || Ment. I wish to say that this bill, which I shall 
and punish certain conspiracies. The bill passed | to be resorted to only in case the States do not || vote for whether my amendment is adopted or 
the House, and has come to us with a merely || accept the offer of the Government. We give || not, will bear with peculiar severity upon a por- 


verbal amendment, which I ask the House to con- || the States the opportunity of saving engrely the || ton of my constituents, upon whom this tax will 
cur in. | expenses of this Federal machinery. ; be levied before they can get indemnity for what 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I must object to Mr. STEVENS. The only good to be ac- || they have suffered by a waste of their property. 
that. complished by this amendment will be the saving Mr. STEVENS. Do | understand the gentle- 


Mr. BINGHAM. Ifthe gentleman will hear | of q portion of the percentage, but it would not || man from Virginia to offer his provision as an 
me for a moment, [ wish to say that this bill || save any portion of the expenses arising from | amendment to this thirty-ninth section? 
passed this House before without division, and | these assessors and assistant assessors. And if Mr. UPTON. I move it asa proviso, to come 
that the amendment simply strikes out the words || q State pay a portion of its quota, who is to in at the end of the section. : 
‘social or solitary.”’ : make a new apportionment? Will it be done by || Mr. STEVENS. If I understand it, it pro- 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I must correctthe | the Legislature of the State, or will they have to || poses to provide an indemnity for damages sus- 
gentleman in that statement. The bill did not || wait until Congress meets? This seems to be an || tained during the war. 


pass the House without opposition; and I desire || insuperable difficulty to the whole proposition. Mr. UPTON. It provides for a remission of 
it now to go on record that L object to it. And again, any State that will assume a part, the tax in whole or in part, as an offset. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iask, then, that the billbe || would be most likely to assume the whole. 1} Mr. STEVENS. Ido not see how that ques- 
taken up and referred to the Committee on the In reference to what the gentleman says about || tion can be considered as germane to this bill, 
Judiciary. devising some scheme by which the whole of this || though I do not like to raise a question of order 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up || expense may be saved, 1 will say to him that I |; wpon it. 
and referred. do not see how it can be done. I am inclined to The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 

ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL. | think that the proposition e@ntained in this bill the amendment cun only be received by ne carl 
is the best. i} mous consent. It isin the nature of a private 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the : a “e 
Union || ninth section by striking out of line thirteen the 


word ** first,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the word 
‘* fifteen,’’ and by striking out ** April,’’ and in- || 
| serting ** January;’’ so that it will read: || 


The amendment was not agreed to. || claim, and cannot be in order here, in the opinion 
TION at Faas : . 2 of the Chair. 

Mr. DIVEN. I move to amend the thirty- || “vip, BURNETT. Does that refer to the faith- 

ful citizens in Fairfax ? 

Mr. UPTON. Itis not limited to Fairfax. It 
applies to the loyal citizens of your State as well. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ido not think that belongs 
to this bill. We wanta clean bill for that pur- 
»ose. I object. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to amend 
| by striking out **May,”’ in line seven, and in- 
serting ** June;’’ by striking out ** September,” 
in line eight, and inserting ** October;’’ and, in 
line ten, by striking out ** January,’’ and insert- 
ing **April.’”’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. CoLrax | That notice of the intention to make such payment by 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration, “oe State be given to the Secretary of the Treasury on or 

; ; Se i ; »vefore the 15th day of January in each year. 
asa special order, of House bill No. 71, to provide = ule eet e 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of Phen I propose, in connection with these amend- 
the Governmentand maintaining the public credit, || ents, if they shall be adopted, at the proper time 
by the assessment and collection of a direct tax | to propose that the time for the appointment of 
and internal duties. assessors by the General Government shall be 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by sections || postponed until after the 15th of January, so that 
for amendment, commencing at the thirtyeninth | Senne eae ee ee || 
section, where the reading was left off yesterday. || through their Legislatures, shall have had time | its 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I mutts te sekatih to make their election, and give notice of the same | Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move also to 
the thirty-ninth section by inserting, after the || to the Government. That will save the whole | 5 pea ype, bat Ey adyary> scab ist day of 
word * quota,’ in the second line, the words “or || ¢Xpense arising from the appointment of these 1] “Pees SAM saaetNag SH eSy Of Fearaary. 


. e a ‘ . 7; > > > ry eo 
any part thereof;’’ so that it shall read: assessors, by postponing the time of their appoint- || Phe amendment was not agreed to. 
That each State may pay into the Treasury of the Uni- || Ment from December to the 15th day of January. Mr. SEDGWICK. I offer the following as a 
ted States its quota, or any part thereof, of the direet tax 1 think that will create no embarrassment. It || substitute for the thirty-ninth section of the bill: 
laid by this ect, &c. seems to me that these amendments ought to make That each State may pay into the Treasury of the United 


States its quota of the direct tax laid by this aet for the first 


itll s . ‘ . ? - the bill acceptable to every State of the Union 
The effect of the amendment will be, as will I y ’ || and for any and every succeeding year; and in consider 


oleae aia oti anised and to every Representative of every State of the ; 

be ty rn ae d, to allow over y State to pay se the Union . ; : ’ , ation of such payment the State shall be entitled to a de 

United States rreasury its full quota, or any part 7 W ; ; duction of fifteen per centum from the amount of such 

thereof. The object of the amendment, of course, || hile up, I wish to answer what “we of my |) quota as fixed by this act, it pen Sees oe of Hane, 

will be to enable a State, if it should not be able colleagues pleased to denominate a legal objection nnd to a deduction of Sem per commune St paen Deture ide hat 
en fj - di ; || tothis provision. But the only answer I shail make || ¢@y of October, in the year to which such payment relates, 

to pay its full quota of direct taxes, to pay such | : , ° . ; : such year being regardedas commencing on the Ist day of 
ep: epee to that Jegal argument, will be simply to state the 7 Denuidel T 

apart of Itas it may be able and willing to pay : 5° 5 ’ - pry ss || April: Provided, That notice of the intention to make such 

at the time, and thus save the fifteen or other per 


question as itis. Their legal proposition is sim- || payment by the State be given to the Seeretary of the ‘Treas 
. menial a ot eee ‘ | ply this: that by this bill the Government has || ury, by the Governor thereof, on or betore the Ist day of Jan 
centum named in the bill as an induce ment for || TT ded that they will collect the quota of taxes || U@ty in each year: Provided further, That whenever notice 
payment, and also the expense of collection on = ala lle Te s “adage ; ; “asp “A** |) of the intention to make such payment by the State shall 
whatever part it may pay} e renesury of each State after a given day, and ina particu- || pave been given to the Secretary of the Treasury by the 
| y pay into the Treasury. ; 
suppose there can be no objection to that. 


lar way; provided that before that day the States || Governor thereof, agreeably to the provisions of this act, 
Nir. STEVENS. I wish to say to the gentle- || Song which the tax is distributed do not pay it || all further acts aid proceedings in relation to te dre 
man, that this amendment will involve the necés- i} in another way; and because the Government has | Seaeme ° a eee posted on eer 
sity of amending other parts of the bill. Though |, said that it will collect it in a particular way, If || appointment of officers for such State shall be made, and 
his amendment is adopted, yet the whole machine- |, the States do not collect it another way, therefore no pay, per diem or other, for services connected with the 
r provi ; ae the States cannot collect it in another way. That || direct tax, shall thereafter be paid or allowed: 4nd pro- 
ry provided.for by this bill must §0 on. H 3 , me " vided further, That the amount of direct tax apportioned 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. I was about to re- || | the whole argument, One of my colleagues is aan ees 2 are ao be ald tal comded tn 
mark that the adoption of my amendment will || entirely satisfied that it cannot be done; while || whole or in part, by the release of such State, duly exe 
require the insertion of some similar words in another colleague thinks itis an exceedingly close || cuted, to the { nited States, of ay: tly: Nene and 
other parts of the section; for example, in the | question. To my mind, there is simply no ques- || determined clafM of such State of cqual amount against 


. : ; He ap ae . | the United States: Provided, That in case of such release, 
sixth line, after the word * quota,” should be | tion at all; and with this simple statement of the such State shall be allowed the same abatement of the 


inserted the words, ‘‘or such part as shall be es — it. bi amount of such tax as would - showed ang pay 
a 9 . . ° ° M 1 4 : Ss rp ae > > si . vr rhe . ; 
paid; and, in the fourteenth line, it will be ne- vir. u LIND. should have no o jection ment of the same in money rovided further sat in 


ssar : : ; . . to any modification that will satisfy the States; || case the Legislature of said State which, by its Governor, 
cessary to modify the language, so that it will ae the ; : 7 tre New Y a. ‘ 1 — ~ has given such notice of intention, shall fail or refuse to 
read, ** whenever notice of the intention to make We. m ae ‘the ‘Si Le oe . oe m- || make provision for such payment before the Ist day of 

. ‘ ’ »orials , ‘ . . » Preside ‘tha Finite ates «hz 

such payment of its fall quota," &e. Although || Ber that many of the State Legislatures do mot || April next then the President of dhe Voited States shal 
eres of * part of the quota that many be the enearleniie had Rhode Inland and dee sided es this act, and they shall proceed with the ai 
ssignec to a State may not suspend the opera- || Ape L eed - s ‘I the AN’ ‘de f ment and collection of the tax imposed by this act, accord 
tion of this expensive machinery, it will save the || S°Y “#°S!slatures do not meet until the middie OF || ing to the terms thereof. 
percentage on whatever part shall be paid, to the January. I am willing to adopta provision that || 
extent of fifteen per cent. I hope that there may || "° action shall be taken by the officers appointed; 
be devised some mode to save all the expense of so as not to incurany expense until after January. 
this machinery for collecting. Mr. DIVEN, by unanimous consent, withdrew 


While Lam up, I may be permitted to say, in his amendment. 


| Mr. Chairman, the object of this substitute is 
to authorize the notice required by the original 
section to be given by the Governor, instead of 
the State Legislature. It seems to have been un- 
derstood, in the discussion that has been had on 


° hearing of the chairman of the Committee of Mr. UPTON. I offer the following amend- || this section, that the notice should be given by 
ays and Means, that although I think there || Ment, to come in at the end of the section: the Legislature. It,authorizes the Governor to 
are difficulties in the matter growing out of the || 4nd provided further, That where any loyal citizen or || pledge the State, so far as the Exéeutive is con- 


necessity of the Government resorting to itsown itera, ied oe os ge srg oer by the ex- |! cerned, and prevents the appointment of this horde 
™ . ° + isting war, he or sne 7 8 “he suc i age W ° . : 
instrumentality for the enforcement of its own ing W she may file a claim for such damage with |) | o@& erg; but if the Legislature does not sustain 
laws } . . : sel : ’ \| the assessor or assistant assessor hereinbefore referred to, ; > 
8, yet there is no objection to providing in this || 


| who, upon reviewy shall allow the same, if it be just,asan || the Governor by making provision for the pay- 
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ment, then the ection tands as altered, so that 
the President AB (if the Li rislature fails 
to make ovi ) to district the Stat ,» On d thre 
office: Wii ppou ed on the Ist of April, in- 
stead of th ime | vided ry the section. What 
I desi »to save the expense of the appointment 
of t multituds of Federal officers , and the odium 
hat will sut ly come uponu ,ifitisnot prevented, 
in those States which are willing to assume and 
pay the tax that is require dl by this law. What I 
desire to accomplish is to delay the appointment 
of these officers until the State Legislatures, fol- 
lowing up the notice of the Governor, have had 
all Oj ppertunily to make provision for the pay- 
ment of the tax. 

Mr. BLINGHAM. I desire to inguire whether 
this bill does not provide that the internal tax, as 
it is called, and the excise tax, as ét is called, 
shall be collected by t) very same appointees 
of the Federal Government? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 1 do so understand it. 

Vii + NGHAM. Well, then, if that be so, 
I submit that the appointment of these Federal 
officers cannot be evaded nor avoided by ado} ting 
the amendment which the eentleman has sent up. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. It i8 quite possible that 
the Llous: may decide not to collect the excis¢ 
tax. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Oh, certainly. 

Mr. SEDGWICK It is quite possible, l 
think: and not only ] vossible, but quite probabk 2 

Mr. BINGHAM. [take the gentleman’s sug- 
restion; andif itis the purpose of the committee 
to strike out the excise and internal taxes, and 
the House does strike them out, then l am in 
favor of the gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. We have to adopt the 
amendment before passing from this section. It 
will not do to wait and see what action the House 
may take on asubsequent part of the bill, because 
if we pass this section now, we cannot amend it 
at all. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I wor uld suggest to the gen- 
tleman from New York, that if his expectations 
should not be realized, and the provisions in re- 
lation to the excise and internal taxes should not 
bestrick« nout, then, ifhisamendm«s nt be adopted, 


there will be no officers left to collect the excise 
or the internal tax. 1 suggest, therefore, to the 
gentieman that he modify his amendment, by 
striking out the words * this act,’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof the words * the sections that pro- 
vide for a direct tax.’’ ‘That will accomplish his 
whole purpose; og . he leaves the amendment 
as it is, he leaves » Government wit ae the 


means tocollecte Shei r the internal or exe > taxes 


amounting to $10,000,000. The States cannot do 
itatall. -1l suge@est, then, to the gentleman that 
he modify his amendment by striking out th 
words *‘ihis act,’’ and inserting **so much of 
this act as relates to a direct tax.”’ 

Mr. SEDGWICK. L accept the modification. 

The que stion was taken on Mr. SEDGWit K's 
amendment; aud it was rejected—ayes twenty- 


five, noes not counted. 

Mr. ELIOT. | offer the following amendment: 
After the word * year,”’ fourth line of the 
thirty-ninth section, insert the following: 

And may cause the same to be assessed and collected in 
such manner, and upon the rolls and such property as each 
State by its Legislature may direct. 

Mr. Chairman, | attended with some interest 
to the debate upon this bill yesterday, and espe- 
cially to that which was e licited fron that sec- 
tion of the bill by the sugge stions and the ame nd- 
ments offered by the honorable gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Roscoz Conxitne.} | cannot 
say, Mr. Chairman, that I assent entirely to the 
views expressed bythe gentleman from New York. 
If Ll understand him, his the ory is, that because, 
by the law of the land, we are not authorized to 


In the 


impose a tax upon any except re - estate, there- 
fore, although any State may see fit to make a 
prepayment, that State shall “ ( ae lled to rais¢ 


the money to reimburse itself by a tax, not upon 
the property of the inhabitants, but upon the real 
estate of the inhabitants, and withit n the State. I 

annot think that that is correct law. It seems to 
me, Mr. Chairman, that the simple state of th 
case ts this: Congress calls upon all the States to 


pay a round,sum of $30,000,000; it apportions 
that sum among the several States; it calls upon 
Massachusetts to pay a million and more of that 
amount. 


THE 


- 


State winamn | have in its treasury money on hand, 
[ suppose there is no one who believes that, upon 
the > Ay ment of that money, it would become ne- 
cessary for the State to impose a tax for the ex- 
press p irpose of reimbursement. Ifa State shall 
borrow money, and shall make the advance, then 
it becomes a debt which the State owes, and I 
cannot see why the State should not be authorized 
to pay that debt by an sessment according to 
its own laws, or according to the will of its own 


Levislafire. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have always found, in 
making laws, that it is a good rule, when a gen- 
tieman so skilled in law gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Roscor Conkuing] expresses a 
clear and decided opinion, sustained also by the 
judgmentof his colleaga +, (Mr. Ouin,] who, with- 
out giving his entire assent, yet expressed him- 
self as of the « 
to do all that we 
tion, 


as the 


oe n that this is aclose que stion, 

‘an to obviate entire ly the ob je c- 
or if itcannot be obviated, so far to ward off 
its effect as that the objection itself may perhaps 


be harmless. 

Now, sir, l think the amendment which I have 
offered to the committee wilido that. It will ex- 
clude a conclusion, and that is a great thing. It 
will show that Congress by this act did not in- 
tend tha t the Stateg advancing the money should 
be confined to the real estate within its bordets. 


It will show, moreover, the fact to be, not that 
Congress had that intention, but that although ac- 
cording to the adjudged law Congress could ouly 
assess a tax upon real , yet it left all the 


States free, having paid the money, to assess that 


estate 


amount upon their own inhabitants, and upon all 


their property, according to the will of its own 
Legislature, by the standing laws, or by any laws 
which such Legislature might see fit to adopt. 

This amendment, then, Mr. Chairman, | beg 
my friends of the committee to observe, can pos- 
sibly do no harm. Thatis a good thing. But, 
in my judgment, it will do good. It will operate 
actively and beneficially. If the objection raised 
by the gentleman from New York |Mr. Roscee 
Conx.LtNnG] is well founded, and can be removed, 
my amendment removes it. If it cannot be 
moved, it goes as far towards its removal as itis in 
our power to make it go. It willinform the judges 
of any court, who may have to decide the ques- 
tion, that the intention of Congress was thatthe 
States should have full power in the premises; 
and it recognizes the required power in the State, 
if it does not confer it 

Mr. UPTON. I am opposed to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
because | am reluctant at any time 
there is sovereignty in a State; and am particu- 
larly reluctant to do so at this time. I desire to 
leave the question of direct taxation entirely in 
the hands of the national Government. I had sup- 
posed that this question was settled yesterday. I 
had understood the honorable gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Roscozr Conk ine] to assent to 
the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
BincuamM,] that ifany State took advantage of the 
provisions of this section, and paid its quota, the 
bill would not attach to its Legislature. Am I 
right? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I cannot hear 
my friend from Virginia, and therefore cannot 
answer his question. 


Mr. UPTON. 


re- 


the gentleman from New York that this section 


| would bring about a conflict of jurisdiction, to say 


that if any State or States took advant uge of the 
prov isionseof this section, and paid its quota in 
advance, the provisions of the whole bill would 
not attach to such State; and that the gentleman 
from New York assented to that. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING 


sent from it toto celo. 


No, sir; I dis- 


I understood the honorable gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, in answering the argument of 


Mr.UPTON. Then, if this act passes, the gen- | 


leman will have a chance to get an appeal. lam 


| in favor of keeping this measure of taxation in 


| the hands of the 1 


} pe opl 


national Government. 
se it that it is necessary we should make the 
feel the arm of the national Government, 
and know that we are in earnest in this. matter 
Chey can only do so by the passage of such a 
measure as this. This is thé true supply biil— 

not your loan bill, not even the tariff bill. | beg 
leave to dissent toto celo—using the emphatic 


' 


Now, sir, if that State, or any other | language of the gentleman from New York— 


I insist | 


|| But until 


| 
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from those of the committee who think that this 
bill might be postponed till the next Congress. 
I think that this is the time to pass this bill, 
some equivalent—a bill to impose direct taxes 
Wi rely with any certainty on reve) 
from imports in the present distracted state o 1 the 
country. Nor will the millions expected to be 
derived from the tax on tea, coffee, and sugar, | 
received in a short time. The blockade of th: 
southern ports will confine consumption to th 
North, and enhanced duties will be followed 
diminished consumption. ‘This bill is the only 
certain source of revenue to the country. Th 
credit of the Government in this crisis must be 
maintained, orallislost. On my w ay to the ~ et 
this morning, I passe da broker’s office where 
I saw on placards in large characters, the words, 
** ‘Treasury notes wanted.”’ I had the curiosity 
to’go in and i inquire what price they were giving 
for Treasury notes, and was told that they wer 
buying at two and a half per cent. discount the 
notes of this Government bearing six per cent, 
interest. Do you call that sustaining the credit 
of the Government? Sir, the credit of this Gov- 
ernment should be as good as gold, and will be 
if you pass this bill, and pass it now. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. RIDDLE. 1 move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the last three words of 1 
amendment. This section of the bill was doubt- 
less framed with a design to obviate some great 
objections to the bill, by permitting the States to 
assume that portion of the tax which is directly 
assessed by the bill. It is said that it fails of the 
accomplishment of that purpose. I presume that 
no constitutional lawyer will contend on this floor 
that a State receives any power whatever under 
this bill. Nobody will contend that this bill, or 
any other act of Congress, can confer any power 
whatever ona State asa State. Whatever ri 


cannot 


elt 
or authority a State may have to accept of « 
proposed commutation, it derives entirely from 
some other source than this or any other pro- 
posed act. The power certainly is not prohibited 
by the Constitution of the United States. It 
would seem, then, that the State has it, unless the 
State, in a given instance, is prohibited from the 
excreise of that power by the provisions of its own 
constitution. It was remarked bya veryable and 
ingenious colléague of mine—whom the promos 
will learn to angen ,as he is recognized : 
home, as an able lawyer—that the provisions of 
the constitution of the State of Ohio prohibit the 
State from creating a debt above a given amount. 
The answer to that is, that the State Legislature 
does not create this debt. In no form in which 
indebtedness may be said to be created by acon- 
tracting party, can it be claimed that the State 
creates this debt. This is a debt assessed against 
the mass of its citi The State comes forward 
in the room of its citizens and takes that indebt- 
edness on itself; but it does not create it. 
Again, my learned and ingenious friend from 
New York (Mr. Roscor ConkuinG] argues, in 
effect, that ifa State assumes the amount of this 
debt w hich is assessed against its citizens, the 
State is subrogated to the rights of the United 
States. [ inquire what this subrogation is, and 
my friend answers that this is a sort of vested 
right. My friend shakes his head, as if there was 
some thing i in it—not in his head, for there is; but 
in his argument. Why, sir, did he not say that 
in the State of New York one of its citizens ¢ — 


us 


zens. 


| go into a court of chancery and file a bill and g 


an injune tion tosave his prope rly from the assess- 
ment made upon it? I cert tinly understood thi 
gentleman to some such effect as that. Well, sir, 


|| I submit to gentlemen learned in the law, that 


| there is no equitable or legal means of a State as- 


suming this debt. Noneatall. You have gota 


| vast amount of debt hovering in the atmosphere, 


so to speak, a sort of nebulous matter, which may 
harden into an equitable, or possibly a legal form. 
our assessor has appraised the real 

estate, aad taken the essential steps to fasten the 
indebtedness on the real estate according to the 
provisions of the law, there is not even an equi- 
table claim. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. RIDDLE, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. I think it is time to 
come to some action in relation to it. 
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Mr. ELIOT. I raise the question of order that, 
on the discussion of an amendment to a section of 
} 


the bill, it is notin order to move to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules th 
joint of order. A motion to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of a bill takes precedence of a motion 
to amend. 

Mr. ELIOT. 
under discussion? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the amendment. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. The motion to strike out 
the enacting clause of thé bill I understand to be 
debatable without limit. 

The CHAIRMAN. All debate in committee 
upon this bil! has been limited to five-minutes 
speeches. The only question in the mind of the 
Chair is, whether the motion is debatable at all. 
The Chair is of opinion that, inasmuch as the effect 
of the motion, if carried, is to require the commit- 
tee to rise, it is not debatable. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Chair will recol- 
lect, however, that by the rule of the House,every 
motion to amend is debatable, no matter what the 
effect of the motion may be. The effect of the 
motion is not what is to control the Chair in de- 
ciding whether it is debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, upon reflec- 
tion, is confirmed in his decision that the motion 
to strike out the enacting clause of the bill is not 
debatable. The resolution adopted by the House 
cuts off all debate, with. the single exception that 
a member may speak five minutes in favor of an 
amendment, and another member five minutes 
against it. ‘The rule provides that a motion to 
strike out the enacting clause shall take precedence 
of a motion to amend, clearly determining that 
it is nota motion to amend; and the Chair can 
see no other course, therefore, than to decide that 
the motion is not debatable. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Still it is a motion to 
amend. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair dislikes very 
much to place his opinion in opposition to that 
of a gentleman so well versed in parliamentary 
law as the gentleman from Illinois. He has, how- 
ever, intimated his decision. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Chair will hear discussion upon both 
sides of the motion. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
stick to the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to 
the gentleman from Illinois, that if he doubts the 
correctness of his decision he wilk not feel ag- 
grieved if the gentleman takes an appeal, and the 
committee overrule his decision. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have no disposition 
at all to appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Task the consent of the 
committee, then, to submit a few remarks in sup- 
port of the motion to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. I object. If we open the 
debate at large, we shall never get through with 
this bill. I desire to get through with it, and I 
shall therefore object to every thing which the 
orders of the House do not allow. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to permit a little debate 
upon this motion. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania persist in his objection? 

Mr. STEVENS. | certainly do. 
make it frivolously. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ma.iory 
and Stevens were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 44, noes 46; no quorum voting. 

The roll was then called; and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 


While a motion to amend is 


Debate ts exhausted on 


L object. We had better 


I did-not 


Messrs. Aldrich, Ancona, Appleton, Goldsmith F. Bailey, 
Baker, William G. Brown, Burnham, Cooper, Covode, 
Cutler, Davis, Delaplaine, Edwards, Ely, Fenton, Fisher, 
Goodwin, Hale, Hickman, Hutchins, Johnson, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Kerrigan, Killinger, Lazear, Loomis, May, Mc- 
Knight, Marston, Mitchell, Moorhead, Morris, Nixon, 
Nobli , Noell, Patton, Perry, James 8. Rollins, Shanks, 
Sloan, John B. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis 
i homas, 'I'rain, Trimble, Verree, Ward, Chilton A. White, 
and Wood. 


The committee then rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported 


that the Committee of the Whole on the state of || 


the Union had, according to order, had the Union 
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generally under consideration, and particularly 


the additional revenue bill; and finding itself with- 


ut a quorum, had caused the roll to be called, 
and had instructed him to report the facts to the 
House, with the names of the absentees. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message from the President of the United 
States was reecived, by Mr. Nicotay, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, announcing that he had approved 
and signed bills originating in the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the following titles: 

An act (No. 25) making additional appropria- 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1862, and appropriations of arrear- 
aces for the year ending 30th June, 1861; 

An act (No. 69) to indemnify the States for ex- 
penses incurred by them in defense ef the United 
State a. : 

An act (No. 76) to provide for the payment of 

pol ized by the United States for the 
city of Baltimore; and to enable the Mint to fur- 
nish small gold coins; and to provide fpr the man- 
ufacture or purchase of ficld signals; 


th olice orga 


An act (No. 53) relative to the revenue marine, 


to fix the compensation of officers thereof, and 
for other purposes; and 5 7 

An act (No. 64) to refund the duties on arms 
imported by the States. : 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL——AGAIN. 


A -quorum of the House having appeared, the 
committee again resumed its session, (Mr. Cot- 
FAX in the chair,) the question being on striking 
out the enacting clause of the bill, upon which 
tellers had been ordered. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair whether, if the motion to strike out the en- 
acting clause be ec irried by the committee and the 
bill be taken to the House, it will then be in order 
to refer the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
to the gentleman’s question in the negative. Un- 
der the rule, as amended at the last Coneress, if 
the House concur with the committee in striking 
out the enacting clause, the bill is dead. If the 
House non-concur with the committee, the effect 
is to immediately send the bill back to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to be placed at the foot of 
the Calendar. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Does the Chair decide 
that it would not be in the power of the House to 
refer the bill back to the Committee of Ways and 
Means? 

The CHAIRMAN. 


the Speaker of the House to decide, if the com- 


niittee shall decide to strike out the enacting clause 


of the bill. The Chair has given his opinion; but 
itis merely an opinion on his part. It will be for 
the Speaker to decide. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. [suppose if the House 
do not concur with the Committee of the Whole 
in striking out the enacting clause, it is clearly in 
their power to recommit the bill to the Commit- 


| tee of Waysand Means. 


| shall be taken before the House. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest 
that it will be proper for the gentleman to state 
his point of order to the Speaker, when the bill 
The Chair has 
no control over the subject. He has merely inti- 
mated his opinion, which, however, is in accord- 
ance with a former opinion of the Speaker of the 
House. 

The tellers then resumed their places. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 58, noes 55. 

So the enacting clause of the bill was stricken 
out. $ 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Co_rax reported that 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had, according to order, had the Unton 


generally under congideration, and particularly 
House bill No. 71, to provide additional revenue 
for defraying the expenses of Government, and 
maintaining the public credit by the assessment 
and collection of a direct tax and internal duties, 
and had directed him to report the same back to 
the House with the recommendation that the en- 
acting clause be stricken out. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. My object, Mr. Speaker, 


| in rising, is to ascertain, in the first instance, || 


The Chair would reply 4 


That question will be for | 
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whether, upon this report of the Commitee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, a motion to 
recommit this bill tothe Committee of Way nd 
Means order? 

Mr. STEVENS. Isthat motionin order? The 
bill is dead, as T understand it. 


The SPEAKER. It is not dead yet. The 


1 1) 
+ itl 


iH us has not oncurred with t} committee in 
striking out-the enacti rclau ifthe bill. 
Mr.STEVENS. The billis reported as dead, 


@nd remains so unless itis revived by the House. 

The SPEAKER. -The Chair will state that 
the committee have reported the bill back to the 
Llouse, with the recommendation that the enact- 
ing clause be stricken out. Ifthe Tlouse concur 
in that recommendation, the bill is dead. If 
Hlouse refuse to concur in it, it must go back to 
committee, and take its place at the foot 
Calendar. But while the bill is before the House, 
with the question of striking out the enacting 
clause undecided, it is competent to refer it to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MALLORY. Isnotthe first question upon 
concurring in the report of the committee? 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be 
upon the motion to commit, in the opinion of the 
Chair. The gentleman from Kentucky, as the 
Chair understands him, moves to recommit the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
instructions. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. 


resolution: 


ot the 


I move the following 


Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, with instructions to report, on or before 


the eighteenth day of the next session, a bill remodeling the 
present tariff of duties on imports, witha view to the pro 
duction of revenue ; and if, inthe opinion of the committee, 
such modifications will not produce a sum equal to the 
demands of the Government, then that they so modify this 
billas to impose a tax equally upon the property of the 
country, Cinbracing money, stocks, and mortgages, in the 
list of taxation. 

Mr. Chairman, I willaccompany my resolution 
with afew words of explanation. The otherday 
[ made the suggestion that an increase of taxation 
to meet the demands of the Government seemed 
to be the inevitable result of our present condition, 
The mode and manner of increase required, | then 
stated, more investigation than we had time to 
rive it. There seems to be a reneral opinion on 
all sides of the House that the Government must 
be maintained, and that to do so some additional 
taxation to preserve our credit must be IM pose d. 
What shall be the mode and manner of that tax- 
ation is a question about which | think members 
are much divided, and there may be still greater 
division among our constituents in the country. 

I am perfectly satisfied, sir, that the bill which 
we have under consideration cannot, will not, 
mect with favor from the American people. [tis 
unjust in its main principles. It proposes to im- 

| pose a tax upon a great interest of the country 
|| least able to bear it at this time—lI allude to the 
landed and farming interest of the country. I sub- 
mit my resolution, predicating it upon the fact 
stated by the bill itself that it is not intended to go 
into operation until after the meeting of the next 
| session of Congress. If it be not necessary to 
| pass it until then, cut bono? Why pass it now? 
We have not now the time to consider it and to 
; deliberate upon its provisions properly, Are we 
| here for the purpose of forming a ps t 
tem of revenue to meet the exigenc 
try? [think not. If the bill purported to get the 
money between this and the next meeting of Con- 
|| rress, there might be some ren 
}| passage upon the House. My desire ts, that this 
subject of taxation in a time of war should be 
taken up with deliberation. I want the whole re- 
sources of the country able to meet the demands 
of the Government resorted to, as was the case in 
1812-13. Our people demand a tax upon the com- 
merce of the country with an eye to revenue, and 
not with a view to any peculiar favoritism of any 
section or any manufacturing interest. The pres- 
ent. tariff was passed at a time when the present 
condition of affairs was not expected. We must 
yield, sir, to the demands of the country. 
~ Mr. Chairman, I remarked the other day that, 
in times like this, as it was in 1812, the ability of 
the country to consume articles of luxury canno$ 
“be invoked; but that a resort mus be had toa 
| tax upon the necessary articles of consumption, 
| in order to reach an adequate revenue. Hence, 
sir, the necessity for a revision of your tariff. If 


I 
, 
J 


rmanent sys- 


sof the coun- 


ion for pressing its 
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in thas way you cannot secure revenue enough 
to enable the Union to su®tain itself at this crisis, 
then the people will come to its aid to the extent 
of their means, if an equitable tax be levied upon 
all of the property and interests of the country. 
Mr. Chairman, when I made the suggestion I 
have stated, the other day, my colleague [Mr. 
SurNeETT} seemed to think that [ had committed 
a sin for which I will have to answer. Not only 
that, but he seemed to think that [ had committed 
sins in my former public life for which | ought tg 
repent. God knows, sir, it would be strange if, 
during fifty years of service to my country, at 
home and in the National Council, I should a 
escaped all political error, and have been always 
correctin my judgment. If I had done so, I could 
claim to be more than mortal. All can say, sir, 
is, that during a long life, I never committed the 
heinous political sin of being against my country 
in her time of trial and of war. [Cries of **Good!”’ 
**Good!’’] LI have never sought to distract and 
divide the Union. I have never sympathized 
with a rebellion against the glory, the honor, and 
even the very existence of my beloved country. 
It is because of my deep loyalty to the Govern- 
ment that Lask the House now not to vote on 
this measure, which may be defeated by a vote 
of the ELouse, and produce the impression abroad 
that this Congress is not prepared in a properly 


matured bill to give all the means necessary to” 


sustain the credit of the Government. My prayer 
to God is, that things may take a turn before we 
meet here at the next session, looking more favor- 
able to a result than they now show themselves 
tomy mind. I hope that we may be enabled to 
supersede the necessity of resorting to direct tax- 
ation. But, sir, if it becomes necessary, I know 
that the American people willeven resort to direct 
taxation to sustain the glory and the honor of the 
Union. 

As I do not design trespassing long upon the 
attention of the House, I will call the attention 
of the House only briefly to the system of legis- 
lation adopted in a time of war by our predeces- 
sors, to show with what deliberation they acted, 
and with what justice they looked upon all the 
interests and resources of the country. I will 
not trouble the House with reading the law. It 
may be found in Statutes at Large, third volume, 
page 186. Itis entitled ‘* An act to provide addi- 
tional revenue.”? And I will say that Congress, 


in that day, had no difficulty on the subject of 


imposing a tax upon slaves. They had no diffi- 
culty about the sale of goods and chattels. But, 


sir, the bill L have referred to was only a levy of 


$6,000,000. It was distributed upon lands and 
slaves and aX other interests. There was not 
only an excise upon all the articles in this bill, 
but upon all the luxurtes and upon nearly all the 
necessaries of life; upon the productions of the 
mechanic, upon the profits of the auctioneer, upon 
the profits of bankers, and indeed upon every- 
thing calculated to produce revenue for the pur- 
pose of carrying on awar with our enemy. I am 
not for imposing that tax now, because I do not 
see the necessity for doing so. Should the neces- 
sity avise, let those who come here at the next 
session of Congress—and | expect, if God spares 
my life, to be here—fix the subjects of taxation. 
Let it be apportioned equally. Let us all con- 
tribute to support that Government which we say 
is in danger. With these remarks, if nobody else 
wants to speak on my resolution, 1 demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw the demand for the previous question 
for a moment. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I withdraw it. 

Mr. McCLERNAND obtained the floor, and 
yielded to 

Mr. BINGHAM. [ask that the proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky be again reported. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, the resolution 
of the gentleman from Kentucky contains two 
proposiuons; one is to postpone the further con- 
sideration of this bill until the next session of 
Congress; and the other is a proposition to change 
the mode of taxation from a direct tax to a uni- 
form tax upon the personal property, orthe wealth, 
ds the gentleman says,of the country. Touch- 
ing the proposition of postponement, I have a 
word or two to say. It is well known to gentle- 


men on every side of the House, that an enemy |! 
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to our Constitution and laws thunders this day 
at the gates of the capital. Itis also well known, 
sir, that the enemy, thus at your very door, and 
threatening the overthrow of our institutions, is 
powerful im numbers, and resolved in purpose. 
Sir, one hundred thousand men at least, armed 
rebels, are within forty miles of the spot upon 
which I now stand, conspiring to shake down 
the pillars of your temple of liberty, and to blot 
out forever this lastexperiment of free represent- 
ative government. 

In this view ofaffairs, gentlemen on every hand 
say that the loyal men of the country of every 
section must be called from the peaceful avoca- 
tions of life, from the quiet and seclusion of home, 
to stand as a wall of fire about your beleaguered 
capital. Sir, upon the first note of alarm, at the 
first blast of the trumpet, the loyal citizens of 


every section sprung to arms; and they are here, | 


a hundred thousand strong, and hourly increas- 
ing. The men of New England, where every sod 


is a soldier’s sepulcher, are here, to do their whole | 


duty in this hour of the nation’s extremity. Men 
of the Empire State are here, true and loyal to the 
Constitutién. The men of the good old Keystone 
State are here, ready to lay down their lives a 
sacrifice in defense of the country and its laws. 
The men of the West, of the Great West, cover- 
ing the valley of the Mississippi, are here, and 
theyeare coming here by thousands and tens of 
thousands while [I speak, upon the same great 
vurpose—the defense of the Constitution and the 
Salen. 

Gentlemen concede onevery hand, men ofevery 
side of the House concede, that this grand Army 


of the Union now about your capital for the de- | 
fense of the Constituton cannot be sustained from | 


this until your next session of Congress without 


/ money. The munitions of war with which to fight 


your battles cannot be provided for them with- 
out money. The bread which is to sustain them 
in the camp and the march and the field cannot 
be furnished them without money. Tents and 


clothing to shelter them from the storm cannot | 
be supplied without money. The transportation | 


necessary for a successful vindication of the Con- 


stitution by arms, and by the dread arbitrament of 


battle, cannot be provided without money. Itis 
well known that your Treasury is empty; and in 
order to supply a deficit, and to supply the neces- 
sary wants of the Government in this war forthe 
Union against armed rebellion, you must replen- 
ish the Treasury. 
for a loan of $250,000,000, and you have gone to 
the money market for the purpose of obtaining 
it. If you do not provide the means—and this is 
what I have to say upon the question of post- 
ponement—if you do not provice the ways and 
means during the present session of Congress, or 
another extraordinary session soon to be con- 
vened after this is closed, to meet the interest upon 
this great loan of $250,000,000, and to supply the 
deficit which there will be, after exhausting all 
other sources of revenue for carrying on even the 


| peace establishment of the Government, I desire 


to say, that it is my conviction that within the 
next ninety days, in view of the perils which sur- 
round us, and in view of the present condition of 
the money market, your bonds and notes will fall 
to sixty cents on thedollar. What will be the re- 
sult? Forty million upon every hundred million of 
your paper will go into the pockets of the Shy- 
locks of Wall street—the money men of the world. 
A hundred million out of the $250,000,000, by way 
of discount on your Treasury notes and bonds, is 
to go into the pockets of the stock gamblers and 
dealers on change, if we postpone the bill and ad- 


journ without providing additional revenue. Ido 


not say that all the moneyed men of the country 
would take this advantage of the public want and 
the public necessities; but | say what I know to 


be a fact of history, that in all great emergencies, || 


when all material interests were imperiled, when 
the interests dearest to the human race trembled 
in the balance, the men who were the very firstto 
betray all that was sacred and worth preserving, 
were the money changers. 
good, sir, from the day that Judas took the thirty 
pieces of silver for the betrayal of his master until 
this hour. Lam not here, by the postponement of 
this bill, or any other bill which may be offered 
to accomplish the purpose of this one, to play into 
the hands of these men at the sacrifice of the 
material interests of the country. That, sir, isa 


r . | 
You have already provided 


That remark holds | 
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part which no man can afford to play, and which 

| no patriot will play in this great national con- 
flict. 

3utif that were all the sacrifice of material in- 

terests only, it would be with me a comparatively 

small consideration. But that sacrifice is not all 


i} which in my judgment will result from this post- 


ponement. It is very doubtful, if you do not take 
| some such measure as this presently—now—to 
sustain and uphold the country, you will not be 
able to obtain any considerable portion of the 
|| money at all; and if you fail in this you will not 
be able to prosecute your war; and it may result 
| that you will not be able to defend the capital 
| against invasion, or be able to sustain the mere 
fragment of the Army of the Union now here, I 
throw out these remarks not as an alarmist, but 
for the consideration of gentlemen. 

Mr. Speaker, | have some remarks to make in 

reference to the other proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, which is, that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means be instructed to report a 
bill assessing a tax uniformly upon the whole 
wealth of the country. The House know well 
that there is but one kind of tax, under the Con- 
stitution of the United States, that can be appor- 
tioned among the several States upon population, 
| and that is adirect tax, which includes a tax upon 
| land, a per capitatax upon persons, ora tax upon 
|| slaves, to the extent that they are made the basis 
| of representation. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. Do I understand the gen- 
| tleman to take the position that the Congress of 
the United States have no mode of raising money 
by what is called the taxing system, than by a 
direct tax upon land and slaves? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I took no such position. I 
stated—and I repeat my proposition—that there 
is only one kind of tax under the Federal Consti- 
tution, which can be laid by apportionment, ac- 
| cording to population among the States, and that 
is a direct tax, as it is called in the Constitution. 
I say that the Constitution confers, upon the 
other hand, upon Congress, power to lay and col- 
lect duties, which is a tax; and to lay and collect 
|| customs, which is a tax; to lay and collect excises, 

which is a tax; and all these forms of taxation, 
duties, imposts, and excises, must be laid accord- 
ing to the individual wealth of the citizens of the 
United States, wherever he may be in the Union, 
| and irrespective of the population of the State in 
which he may reside;and all such taxes must belaid 
uniformly. ‘This is no new idea, Itis the decision 
of your courts. It is the language of your judges, 
that the word uniform, as used in the Constitu- 
tion, applies to all taxes, other than direct taxes, 
raised by the Federal Government, and therefore 
they must be laid uniformly upon all the citizens 
of the United States, irrespective of the popula- 
tion of the States to which they belong. 

Sir, it is because of this limitation of the Con- 
stitution upon your general power of taxation 
that [ oppose the second proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. ‘The second proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky is, I repeat, that 
you shall not lay a direct tax, but a general tax, 
not to be apportioned among the several States 
according to their respective numbers, or repre- 
sentative population, but to be laid uniformly upon 
the wealth of the country. This generat tax thus 
laid would impose undue and unjust burdens upon 
the loyal citizens of the loyal States, and almost 
exempt the rebel States from taxation. To reach 
the rebel States you must lay a direct tax. 

Mr. OLIN. Let me interrupt the gentleman. 
Do I understand him to assert here that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States cannot levy a tax of 
$30,000,000 in precisely the same way that Ohio 
levies a tax upon her citizens? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have not said any such 
thing. The great trouble with the gentleman from 
New York is this: that he does not observe the 
fact that while the grant of power is made to Con- 
gress to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises, there is this further limitation in the Con- 
stitution, first, ** that no capitation or other direct 
tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the cen- 
sus or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be 
taken;’’ thus clearly showing that a capitation is 
a direct tax, because the Constitution says, ‘*no 
capitation or other directtax.’’ If the gentleman 
from New York will turn to the other provision 
of the Constitution in reference to direct taxation, 
he will discover it is provided that ** direct taxes 
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shall be apportioned among the several States,’ 
according to their respective numbers, &c. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. 
gentleman whether it is competent for Congress 
to lay an ad valorem tax upon land and slaves? 


Mr. BINGHAM. I have no doubt a direct 


, 


I wish to ask the | 


tax, duly apportioned, may be charged on land and | 


slaves. It was so decided longago. The act of 
1813, in laying a direct tax, included just land 
and slaves, and nothing else, and I never heard 
the constitutionality of the act questioned. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I find that the act of 
1813 included slaves with land, as the subject of 
the direct tax. According to the view presented 
by the gentleman, I want to inquire of him upon 
what principle it is that slaves were included in 
that act, whether as lands, or personal property, 
or as persons? 


Mr. BINGHAM. They were included as per- | 


sons, because they are made the basis of represent- 
ation, and itis in my judgment, because slaves 
are the basis of representation, that the appor- 
tionment of a direct tax as to slave States is to that 
extent increased, and the citizens of slave States 
to that extent taxed by such a bill. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Why, then, were not 
white persons named also? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I[answer the gentleman that 
the words ‘*a capitation or other direct tax’’ are 
used in this Constitution; and.no one doubts— 


although I am not aware that any such tax was | 


ever laid—no ong doubts, according to the lan- 


guage in Story, which I read the other day, that | 


itis competent for Congress to lay a capitation 
tax (that is to say, a poll or direct tax) upon the 
head of every citizen of the United States, with- 
out regard to his property. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I do not wish to be 


understood as antagonizing the views of the gen- | 


tleman. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I donot so understand the | 
gentleman. Now, I hope I have made myself 


understood. The irrevocable limitation of the 
Constitution is upon us; and if we wish to appor- 
tion the tax for the support of the Government of 


the United States in this its hour of peril, with | 


that limitation binding us, there is no way under 
Heaven by which we can impose on the slave 
States their just proportion of taxation for the 
war but by adirecttax. If you lay a general tax 
upon personal property and moneys, you cannot 
apporuion It. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. One other question as 


to how it is in regard to imposing a tax upon | 
The gentlemen says that the tax is im- | 
posed upon slaves on the ground that they are | 
persons; and he quotes the clause of the Consti- | 
tution which requires that all taxes shall be uni- | 


slaves. 


form. I ask him now whether itis competent for 
Congress to make that discrimination, limiting the 
tax upon persons to slaves, and not imposing it 
upon white persons? 

Mr. BINGHAM. The great misfortune is that 
I have not been able to make myself heard by the 
gentleman from Illinois in all that I have said. I 


repeatagain, for the information of the gentleman | 


from Illinois, that our Supreme Court has already 
decided that the word *‘ uniform,’’ as used in the 
Constitution, does not apply to a direct tax at 
all; that the word ‘* apportionment” applies to a 


Mr. OLIN. [ask the gentleman whether the 
tax upon negroes is imposed as a direct tax or as 
a uniform tax? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have told the gentleman 


before that it is a direct tax. I understand my 
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| war upon the loyal citizens of the loyal States, 


own position, whether the gentleman from New | 


York does or not. 
of the bill. 

Mr. OLIN. If itis such a tax as the gentle- 
man states, it must be apportioned among the 
States. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. OLIN. 
white people? 


Mr. BINGHAM. 


Such is the express language 


So it is. 


question, or else he supposes that nobody else 
knows anything about it, 
apportionmentof adirect tax is notamong ** white 
people,’’ but among States; and the rule of ap- 
portionment is simply the whole amount of pop- 
ulation in each State which constitutes its basis 
of representation in the Congress of the United 
States. I trust the gentleman is answered. 
that the gentleman from New York may not mis- 
take my meaning, I state further: if South Caro- 
lina, for instance, has five hundred thousand of 
representative population and Ohio has a million 
of representative population, according to this 
provision of the Constitution, this being a direct 
tax that you are laying, you apportion to the 


_ State of South Carolina, to be levied upon the 





direct tax, and that the word “ uniform”’ applies | 


to a general tax upon property. 


stitution itself a capitation tax is a direct tax, and 


I have stated to | 
the gentleman that by the very words of the Con- | 


therefore the word ‘* uniform”’ does not apply to | 


it. I hope the gentleman is answered. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Does the gentleman 
assume the position that a tract of land in Ohio 
worth $1,000 might be taxed $100; and a tract 
of land of the same value in Iilinois be taxed 
$500? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I assume this position, that 
when you come to tax the land of the country, 
by every construction and all precedent, you lay 
a direct tax, and apportion it among the several 
States according to their representative popula- 
tion, 

: Mr. McCLERNAND. And it must be uni- 
orm: 

Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir; a direct tax must 
not be ‘uniform;’ it must be ‘ apportioned”’ 
amongst the several States according to their rep- 
resentative population respectively. 








taxable property named in this act within her 
limits, just one half as much as you levy on the 
State of Ohio. I trust the gentleman now knows 
how it is apportioned, not among ‘‘white people,”’ 
but among the States. 

I desire to read from the text of the opinion of 
Judge Iredell, in the case to which I referred the 
other day, merely to show gentlemen here that | 
am not raising any captious objection, unconsid- 


| ered and undigested on my part, to the motion of 


the gentleman from Kentucky. Judge Iredell, in 
delivering the opinion in the case reported in 3d 
Dallas, page 181, uses this language: 

“The Congress possesses the power of taxing all taxable 
objects, without limitation, with the particular exception 
of a duty on exports. There are two restrictions only on 
the exercise of this authority: 1. All direct taxes must be 
apportioned. 2. All duties, imposts, and excises, must be 
uniform.” 

That is, all duties, imposts, and excises, must 
be uniform, irrespective of population and irre- 
spective of representation in any State. 

Now, sir, the gentleman from Kentucky pro- 
poses to abandon the proposition to impose a di- 
rect tax, which alone can be apportioned, and by 
which alone you can impose upon these rebel 
States their just proportion of the burden of pros- 
ecuting this war, and to transfer that burden from 
the rebel States of South Carolina, Florida, Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Texas, Georgia, 
North Caroliva, Virginia, and all their co-conspir- 


ators in other slave States, to the loyal States, | 


| New England, New York, Pennsylvania, and the 


Great West. I stand here to protest againstit. I 
stand here to invoke that wise provision of the 
Constitution against these rebels. I stand here 
to ask the Representatives of the people to mort- 
gage the lands this day over all that vast domain 
now peopled with rebels and traitors, for the pur- 
pose of sustaining our honest soldiers and loyal 
men in their determined purpose to uphold our 


| flag and to vindicate the supremacy of our Con- 


Stitution. 

Let the gentleman’s proposition prevail, and 
how will your legislation stand then? I venture 
here to assert the fact, that when you come to 
lay your tax, not upon land or slaves—for you 
cannot do that under the terms of tliat resolution— 


| but upon the goods, chattels, money, credit, and 


effects, bonds and mortgages, railroad stocks and 
bank stocks, if you will, of the citizens of the 
United States within the several States, inasmuch 


| as such a tax must be uniform and not appor- 


tioned, the great State of New York, loyal, faithful, 


* Faithful found among the faithless,” 


whose every pulsation is this moment on the side 
of the Constitution and the laws, will, by your un- 
just legislation, be compelled to pay as much asthe 
entire slave States of this Union, to put down this 
War. Is that just? Is it fair? Is it right? Why, 
| sir, by such legislation, you lay the burden of the 





How is it apportioned among the | 


. | 
The gentleman seems to | 
have given himself no trouble in examining this 


and almost exempt the Wicked traitors—conspira- 
tors who waugurated and made taxation a na- 
tional necessity. I do not think those rebe ls entitled 
to any such special favor. I think justice de 
mands that they should pay their due proportion 
at least; and I do not believe that justice, the at- 
tribute of the Deity, would be offended if all the 
burdens of this war were laid upon the rebels, 
who inaugurated and now wage it with savage 
cruelty. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I would say to the gen- 
tleman that he has misconceived me, or perhaps 
I have misconceived the matter myself. In order 
to obviate any difficulty on the subject, | propose 
to modify my motion by directing the Committee 


| of Ways and Means lo report a ball for direct 


In the first place, the | 


But | 
\| in what he now proposes. 
| centleman’s proposed modification of bis resolu- 


taxation, under the Constitution, and a system 
of revenue equal among the people of the United 
States. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to that modification 
now, because I am speaking to the resolution of 
the gentleman as reported by the Clerk, and be- 
cause I cannot hear the gentleman very distinctly 
As I understand the 


tion, [think 1t would be incompetent for any com- 
mittee to do any such thing as he now proposes. 


| It may be, however, that 1 do not understand the 


proposed modification of the genuteman, and I 
make the remark subject to that limitation. I 


| take the resolution as it stands before the House. 


[t includes the proposition, as I have stated be- 
fore, to postpone the bill until the next session of 
Congress, with instructions that the Committee 
of Ways and Means shall then report * a uniform 
tax,’’ to be imposed on citizens and not ** appor- 
tioned’’ among the States. Now, I repeat in this 
connection, that, when you do that, you do great 
injustice to every loyal citizen of every loyal 
State in the Union. 

Mr. DAWES. 
to it? 

Mr. BINGHAM. None at all, sir. I thank 
the gentleman for his suggestion. But it does not 
follow that because there is no legal restraint on 
| you to do this thing, equity and justice will allow 

you to do it under the circumstances. 

Mr. DAWES. That is what I want to know. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Now allow me to make an- 
other remark, for [ have nodoubt that my friend 
from New York [Mr. Out] intends to do exactly 

| what he deems to be right. Under this bill you 
| propose to lay on slave States a direct tax of over 
ten million dollars. Lassert here, that unless you 
|adopt this mode of taxation, you cannot lay, 
justly and equitably, or, to use my friend’s own 
| expression, ** legally,’’ on these States $5,000,000; 


Is there any legal objection 


|| because, when you lay a general or uniform tax, 


you cannot tax slaves atall. They never were 
so taxed under the Federal Constitution. There 
is comparatively nothing in the rebel slave States 
to tax but lands and slaves. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. As the gentleman is now re- 
ferring to justice, I desire to ask him what justice 
there is making $1,000 of property in Connecticut 
pay $1 334, and the same amount of property in 
Kansas pay five dollars? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I willanswer the gentleman 
from [llinois, touching that proposition of his, a 
| good deal as Franklin answered the question of 
|| an anxious philosopher—why it was, that if there 
be a bowl full of water and a fish plunged into ut, 
the water does not run over? Said Franklin: 
‘* Before we discuss the reason of it, it is best to 
settle whether the fact is so or not.’’ 
| Mr. LOVEJOY. Unquestionably the fact is so. 
|| Mr. BINGHAM. Unquestionably I do not see 
| that that isa self-evident proposition. I know 
| that my friend is a gentleman of truth and vera- 
city; but lam not going into that inquiry just 
now. I will, however, make this remark: that 
even if the statement of the gentleman be correct, 
it is better to have it so rather than to allow these 
disloyal States to escape their just proportion of 
| the expense necessarily incurred in this war for 

the Constitution and Union. That is my answer. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. We propose to confiscate all 
| their property, not merely to tax it. 
Mr. BINGHAM. We have passed no such 





bill; and I have made a remark already, under 
which I[ am to have the benefit of that suggestion 
of the gentleman, if there is any value to be at- 
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tached to it. That is, that I am not wedded to this 
particular bill, butam in favor of any bill which 


may be better, and which will bring present relief 
® the country. Butthe gentleman’s bill, unfortu- 
nat Iv, has ' ot yet seen the light. It is a thing 
which he tells us 1s going to be. I will consider 
it wie ,it comes. 

. LOVEJOY. L ask the gentleman whether 
“i expects immediats ly to collect this tax from 
disloy: 1 Sr ates? 

Mr. BINGHAM. If the rentleman has not 
any more important question to k, [ hope he 
will not interrupt me. { state to him that we pro- 
pose to collect the tax inthe way and at the time 
appointed by the terms of the bill. If the gentle- 
man thinks he can make the bill any better, let 
him move to amend it,and notstand here finding 


fault with it. Having an 
from Illinois, I desire ¢ 
whi ti thie 


swered the gentleman 
return to my remarks, 
rentleman interrupted me, upon the in- 


justice to the citizens ofthe loyal States, which will 
be done if you pass only_a bill laying a ‘ uni- 
form” law. The little State of Massachusetts has 
$302,000,000 of person il property which, under 


this proposition, would be subject to taxation. I 
ask gentlemen on this floor to name the two, or 
the six, rebel slave States in the Union that can 
show that amount of personal property, irrespect- 
ive of subject to taxation. They do not 
exist, sir, According to this propos ition you 
would impose upon citizens of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts—that a ute W hich has been fa&thful to 
the sac ued cause of liberty ever since the May- 
flower touched her shore—five dollars of taxes 
for every dollar you would impose on the rebel 
eitiz the State of Virginia in support of this 
war for the Union. 
Mr. KELLOGG, 
tleman a 
Mr. 
wish? 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I wantto make 
inquiry in reference my State. This bili 
proposes a tax of $750,000 on the State of Mich- 


slaves, 


ns of 


of Michigan. Will the gen- 
llow me to ask him a question? 


BINGHAM. What the gentleman’s 


Is 


an to 


igan. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Very well. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. And imposes 


only $175,000 on the State of Rhode Island, which 


owns property to five or ten times the amount of 
Michigan. 


Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman wants to 
know how it comes that ** little Rhody ’’—a little 
State not much bigger than a Sea ae d 


only $175,000, while his State—a 
lieve, as any empire in Europe, just 
size of France—is taxed $700,000. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Well, $750,000. Lanswer 
the gentleman that it is because Michigan has the 
soil by which alone nations live, and she has also 
ne arly five times the population of Rhode Island 
to wring from her vast territory its annual in- 
crease. | trust the gentleman is answered. Why, 
sir, my own State of Ohio, with no larger terri- 
tory than the State of Michigan, is taxed by this 
bill $2,300,000. I wots be ashamed of that ral- 
lant young State—the first-born of your great 
ordinance of free dom~if she had hesitated one 
moment about its payment. She has paid, or pro- 
vided for its payment, in advance. i stand here 
to repel the insinuation that the people of the State 
of Ohio will either hesitate or murmur about the 
payment of this great tax in defense of the Con- 
stitution and the Union. As TI stated the other 
day, her peorees throughout al! her borders, es- 
teem the Constitution and the Union as above all 
price. Gentlemen stand here holding the nice 


large, I be- 


t about the 


Seven hun- 


scales in hand, and measuring out the poor pit- 


tance that they are willing to contribute to the 
support of the C onstitution and the Union. Il 
know that we have a grand patrimony—a heri- 
tage equal to any whie h God in His goodness 
ever before conferred on any people; but I ask 
you, men of the North and of the South, of the 
East and of the West, who parley here to-day, 
whether you will vote the necess: ry supplies to 
maintain your free Constitution and your free 
Government? What would this vast brilliant 
heritage of ours be worgh, beautiful as it is, in its 
garniture of greenness and blossom, marvelously 
adorned as it is with lake and river and mount- 
ain; girdled as i is with two great oceans; and 


peopled as it is with thirty million living men and 
women and children—what would tt all be worth 
without a free C titution and a free Govern- 
ment? What would a planet be worth without a 
sun? 


on 


Mr. Speaker, I trust the loyal friends of the 
Union will not consent to the postponement of 
this bill until the next session of Congress. I 
trust that no loyal friend of the Union will con- 


sent to any 
provision 


amendment that will strike from itall 
for imposing a direct tax. Ido not 
all amendment to the bill. { have no ob- 
jection, if you ple ase, if the publ lic exigencies re- 
quire it, to imposing adc litional burdens by adding 
another provision to the bill for a uniform tax 
7 bonds, mortgayes, and upon money, &c.; 
but I would not vote to strike out altogether that 
wholesome provision for a direct tax, by which 
Virginia may bee ompe ‘led to pay abouta million 
and a half dollars for the support of that Consti- 
tution which so many of her citizens have con- 
spire d to overthrow. I have before expressed my 
willingness to reduce the aggregate 
«lirect tax; but I am not willing to strike it all out. 
I undertake to st ay, that when you have rejected 
direct taxation altogether, you will not be able to 


oppose 


raise $250,000 from that State by a mere ** uni- 
form’’ and general tax. 
One gentleman says you cannot collect the tax 


in that State. Sir, if the gentleman so believes, 
he ought to vote against this bill and against 
ever y war measure, If your armies are not 
be victorious; if they are not to reassert in Vir- 
ginia, even, the supremacy of the Constitution, 
and maintain there the 
our Army is to be conquered and routed, as the 
gentleman’s suggestion would imply, then we 
should not only vote for no measure looking to 
the collection of taxes in Virginia, but we should 
vote for no men or money to prosecute the war 
further. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I desire simply to say 
that I have yielded the floor to the gentleman from 
Ohio, and Lam willing to yield for him to con- 
clude, but L hope he will be as brief, and to the 
point, as possible. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will be brief. I desire to 
say a word or two further in reply to the gentle- 
man who has interposed the suggestion that it 
will be impracticable to collect the taxes imposed 
by this bill in the rebel States. I say, if our arms 
are to be victorious in those rebel States—as I be- 
lieve they will be, for God is with us—there is 
nothing to prevent the collector from going through 
those States, and levying on the goodsand chattels 
of the landholders and slave holders who refuse to 
pay. That is very easily done when you have 
the authority to doit. And when the gentleman 
says you cannot do it in Virginia, he says ee 
ing more nor less than that the people, the loyal 
people of the United States, are not to conquer in 
this struggle, and that the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution and laws will not be reéstablished in the 
Old Dominion. 

1 differ from the gentleman. I am in favor of 
raising the necessary supplies for carrying on the 
Government, to support the Army, and maintain 
the Union—for prosecuting this war until the 
Constitution will from sea to sea be acknowledged 
as the supreme law of the land. Rather than 
surrender to these traitors; rather than yield an 
inch to the demands of these arch-conspirators 
against the liberties of America, and the liberties 
of the human race; rather than surrender tothem, 
I would stake all things earthly upon the issue, 
and yield up, gladly yield up, everything, save a 
trust in God, and the hope of a life to come. 
Rather than yield to these traitors your good 
ship Constitution— 

** Nail to the mast her starry flag; 

Set every threadbare sail ; 

Aud give ber to the God of storms, 

The lightning and the gale.” 
ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY AND NAVY. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. With the permis- 

sion of the House, I will make a privileged report 
from a committee of conference. I send up the 
report, and ask the Clerk to read it. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the 
the two Houses on the bill (8. No. 3) providing forthe bet- 
ter Organization of the military establishment, having met, 
after full and free conference, have agreed to recommend, 


> 


| and do recommend, to their respective Houses, as follows : 


amount of 


authority of the laws; if 


disagreeing votes of 
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to | 








_ duly 27. 


That the House recede from its amendments to the Sen- 
ate bill, and agree to the bill, with the fellowing amend 
ments: 

Page 1, section two, line seven, afier the word “ cavalry.» 
strike out, as follows: 





* eight assistant adjutants general. é 
six commissaries of subsistence, four quartermasters, ind > 
twenty assistant quartermasters,”’ 4 

Page 1, section two, line thirteen, after the werd “ estab 3 
lishment.?? strike out as follows: *‘ and to hold their offices ‘ 
for three years, unless sooner discharged,” and in liey 4 
thereof add allafter the enacting clause of the second see 
tion of the amendments of the House to the Senate bill, 3 

Page 1, section three, line three, after the word “ en 
gineers,”? strike out as follows: **and to the Ordnance 
department.”? ; 

Page 3, section three, at the end of the section add all 
after the enacting clauses of sections three and four of the 
amendments of the Louse to the Senate bill. 

Page 4, section eight, at the end of the section add the 
secoud proviso of section clevea of the amendments of the 
House to the Senate bill. & 

Page 6, section sixteen, at the end of the section add: Ss 
‘‘and regiments in the field.’ bs 

Page 7, section seventeen, line eight, after the word 6 
* pay,” insert * and emoluments.” vA 

Page 10, section twenty, _ five, after the word < = 
gister,’’ insert the words ** Navy Register, as the case may os 
be.?? 7 ea 

Strike out sections eleven, twenty-two, twenty-four, and ry 
twenty-five of said bill. s 

Strike out all after the enacting clause of section four ES 
teen of said bill, and in lieu thereof insert as follows: 

“That the Commissary General of Subsistence be, and he : 
is hereby, authorize’, under such regulations as the See , 
retary of War may prescribe, to vary the articles of sub a 
sistence whenever circumstances may render it advisable: hy 
Provided, ‘That the cost of the ration shall not be increased 

by such substitution.” 

Strike out all of section eighteen of said bill, and insert 
in lieu thereof section nineteen of the amendments of the 
liouse to the Senate bill, with the following amendments 
to the said amendment of the House, namely: In _ two 
of said amendment of the House, after the word “ Army, 
insert * or of the Marine Corps ;”? and in line fourte en of 
same amendment of section nineteen, after the word 

*shall.”’ strike out ** as provided in the third section of this» 
| act.?? f 
Strike out all of section nineteen of said bill, and in lieu Pe 


| nine 





i 
| 


! 


| lieu thereof, as follows: 


| Officers of the Navy, aud shall receive the leave-of-absence 


| vacancies consequent upon 


| incompetency proceeded from other causes, and the 
| ident concur in opinion with the board, the officer may be 

| retired upon furlough pay, or he shall be whoily retirr d 
| from the service with one year’s pay, at the discretion of 


| wholly omitted from the Navy Register. 


thereofinsert all ofsection twenty of the amendment of the 


House to said bill, with the following amendment to said 
amendment: Inline three et said amendment, after the Bs. 
word ** War,” insert **or Seeretary of the Navy, as the 
ease may be ;” and in line five of said amendment of the 


House, after the word * board,” strike out ‘‘of the 
eal staff,’ and in lieu thereof insert, “*of not more than 
nor less than five commissioned officers, two filths 
of whom shall be of the medical staff; the board, except Bf 
those taken from the medical staff, to be composed as far 
as may be of his seniors in rank.’? 

Strike out all of sections twenty-six, twenty-seven, 
twenty eight, and twenty-nine of said bill, and insert in 


** Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That any officer of 
the Navy who has seen forty years in the service of the 
United States, may, upon hls own application to the Pres 
ident of the United States, be placed upon the list of retired i 
pay he was entitled to at the time of such retirement. 

27. And be it further enacted, That if any officer 
shall have become, or Shall hereafter beeome, incapable of 
performing the duties of his office, he shall be placed upon 
the retired list, and withdrawn from active service and com- 
mand, and from the line of promotion, and the next officer 
in rank shall be promoted to the place of the retired officer, 
according to the established rules of the service. And the 
sume rule of promotion shall be applied successively tothe 
the retirement of an officer: 
Provided, That it the disability be proved to result from 
wounds received inaction, such retired oflicershall receive 
the sea pay of his grade.”’ 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That whenever any 
officer of the Navy, on being ordered to perform the dutics 
appropriate to his commission, shall report himself unable 


utd 


“Sec. 


Spo iialbie. 


EA ieill Se 


to comply with such order, or whenever, in the judgment ? 
of the President of the United States, an officer of the SS 
Navy shall be in any way incapacitated from performing 3 
the duties of his office, the President, at his discretion, a 
shall direct the Secretary of the Navy to refer the case of ss 
such officer to a board of not more than nine, nor less than : 
five, commissioned officers, two fifths of whom shall be of Ba 
the medical bureau of the Navy; the board, exeept those Ae 
taken from the medical bureau, to be composed as far as ot 
may be of his seniors in rank. ‘The determination of the ie 
board in such case shall, with a record of its proceedings, i 
| be transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy to be laid before Fs 
the President for his approval or disapproval and orders in % 


theease. The board, whenever it finds an officer incapaci 
tated for active service, will report whether, in itsjudgment, 
the incapacity result from long and faithful service, from 
wounds or injuries received in the line of duty, fram sick- 
ness or exposure therein, or from any other incident of ser- 
vice. If so, and the Presidentapprove of such judgment, 
the disabled officer shall thereupon be placed upon the 
list of retired officers, according to the provisions of this 
act, with leave-of-absence pay. Butif such mo preg or 


his name shall be 
The members ot 


the President; and in this last case, 


| the board shall in every ease be sworn to an honest and 
| impartial discharge of their duties; and no officer of the 
|| Navy shall be retired, cither partially or wholly, from the 
| service without having had a fair and full hearing before 
the board, if he shall demand it. 

29. Andbe it further enacted, That the retired offi- 
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